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Scripture: Daniel 9:20-27

20 Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel,
and presenting my supplication before the LoOrRD my God for the holy mountain of my God,
21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening offering.

22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to
give you skill to understand. 23 At the beginning of your supplications the command went
out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter,
and understand the vision:

24 “Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city,

To finish the transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity,
To bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy,

And to anoint the Most Holy.

25 “Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command
To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and
sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times.

26 “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself;
And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.
The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined.

27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week
He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one
who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined,

Is poured out on the desolate.”
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Review

As I mentioned to you as we began our study of chapter 9 it's an interesting chapter. One of the
commentaries I consulted as I prepared for this sermon described it as being one of the greatest
chapters in the whole Bible. There is a good reason for this. This is because understanding this
chapter is the key to understanding God’s future plan of prophecy and redemption.
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It is certainly true that much, if not most of the attention of scholars, and indeed casual bible readers
is drawn towards Daniel's prophecy of the 70 weeks (verses 20-27). This attention is both
understandable and deserved. It's one of the most important prophecies given in the bible. It
therefore warrants our deep consideration and study. However one of the rather sad consequences of
this attention is that the preceding 19 verse of the chapter are sometimes overlooked. This is a great
shame. Daniel's prayer is beautiful, heartfelt and poignant. It deserves our attention. Before we turn
to the prophecy allow me to briefly give you an overview of Daniel's prayer.

We are told that the events of this chapter took place in the first year of Darius the Mede. This
means that we are now in either 539 or 538 BC. It was at this time that Daniel came to an important
understanding whilst reading the words of the prophet Jeremiah. In particular, he was drawn to what
Jeremiah wrote about the 70 years of Jewish exile. This you will remember came about because the
people had turned from God. He chastised them by allowing them to be captured and taken off in
captivity to Babylon. This period of humiliation and shame would endure for seventy years. A
major sign that this time of exile had now come to an end would be the fall of the Babylonian
Empire. Daniel has recently witnessed this happen. He is also able to calculate the time from when
he was taken from Jerusalem and conclude that it may soon be time for the return. His response to
all of this is to humble himself in prayer before the Lord.

He prays that God act to fulfil His promises to His people. He asks that God show mercy and
forgiveness and restore the people and the temple. Daniel never shies away from the fact that the
people were wicked and had sinned. God was fully justified in bringing this punishment upon them.
Daniel never questions God for His actions or tries to claim that He is unfair or unjust. God is
always right in what He does. So Daniel appeals to God's name and reputation. When God had led
the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt the world looked on in admiration. They recognised
Yahweh as being powerful and mighty. He was a God who could get things done. Now with Israel
and the temple lying in ruins those same people were questioning God. They were asking, “Is this
mighty God now impotent?” Daniel wants God to act so that once again He is held up and glorified.
The prayer ends with Daniel calling upon God to listen, forgive and act. He pleads with God to
avert His justified fury and not delay in restoring His people.

What will God's response be to Daniel's prayer? Well, that will be the subject of our sermon today.
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20 Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel,
and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God,
21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening offering.

God responds to our prayers in one of three ways. He will either say no to our prayer requests. This
is the answer we like least. The reason He says no is most likely because we are asking for selfish
things, or for things that are not in line with God's will. He may answer with a yes. This is our
preferred response from God. The other way He answers is to say wait. I will make a decision on
this in my own time. This is often the most difficult answer to receive. It requires us to patient and
trust in God's perfect timing. In Daniel's case he didn't have very long to wait for an answer.

Daniel as we have seen in the first part of the chapter was praying fervently to God. This involved
confessing both his own and the sins of the people of Israel. We know from our previous studies
Daniel to be a morally upright person, but he was, just like all of us a sinner. This means it was right
that he come before God, confess His sins and seek forgiveness. We read here that Daniel was
praying in particular for the holy mountain of God. This is a reference to the temple mount upon
which the Jewish temple was built. Daniel as we have seen was praying that the temple might be
restored so that once again it could be used as a place for the people to sacrifice, worship and
encounter God. So whilst Daniel is praying for these things God is sending him an answer. The
answer will come through an angelic messenger.

Once again we are introduced to the angel Gabriel. Daniel refers to him here as a “man” signifying
that this was the form he took as he appeared before Daniel. Daniel of course had previously met
Gabriel. Back in chapter 8 following the second vision of the ram and goat God supplied Gabriel to
help Daniel understand (Dan 8:15-16). We also read the interesting detail that Gabriel was caused
to fly swiftly. Are we to interpret this to mean that Gabriel has wings and can fly? This is the first
biblical text to suggest that angels have wings like other heavenly creatures such as the seraphim
(Isa 6:2) or the cherubim (Exod 25:20). Or is this simply a figure of speech to convey rapid speedy
movement? We use the expression in a similar way today. We might for example speak about a fast
runner “flying” down the track. We don't mean that they are literally flying. Either way we
understand this expression we know that he reached Daniel at the time of the evening offering.
Traditionally the Jews offered the evening sacrifice at 3pm. Naturally Daniel who was living in
Babylon was unable to make such an offering. But as a pious Jew he still made his daily prayers at
this time.

I suspect that this detail is significant. That Gabriel arrived at the “time of the evening offering,”
means that just as God accepted the sacrifice of the Israelites when the temple was still standing, so
too would Daniel’s prayer be accepted. Let us see what Gabriel has to say.
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22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to
give you skill to understand. 23 At the beginning of your supplications the command went out,
and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and
understand the vision:

Gabriel begins to speak. God it seems had sent him in order to give Daniel the skill to “understand.”

The original word used here for “understand” ( biyndh) means “to make someone skillful, or wise,
in understanding.” Daniel had read the words of Jeremiah, but he required greater insight that could
only come from God to properly understand the revelation. The same principle applies to believers
today.

We can read God's Word but true and proper insight comes only through the guidance and insight
provided through the Holy Spirit.

God we read had despatched Gabriel to go to Daniel as soon as he began to pray. Gabriel then goes
on to tell Daniel that he was greatly loved by God. In Hebrew the term “greatly beloved” refers to
someone, “who is desired,” or “who is precious.” What a wonderful thing to be told. Why we might
ask did God feel this way about Daniel? Well through all his long years of captivity he had
remained loyal and faithful. He had remained dedicated to God despite the difficulties this brought.
He was also a man devoted to prayer and scripture reading. God was always at the centre of
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everything He did. And as we have just seen in his prayer he was greatly concerned for God's
reputation. If you want God to greatly love you then follow after Daniel's example. I will speak
more on this in my closing.

Daniel had prayed that God act and restore the Jewish people and their temple. The vision that God
had sent through the angel Gabriel constituted an answer to Daniel's prayer. It revealed His future
plans for the Jews and their temple. Let us turn to the vision now.
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24 “Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city, To finish the
transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in
everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint the Most Holy.

Okay, deep breath. Let's dive in. Before Gabriel breaks the prophecy into parts he gives us the
overview. Verse 24 is the key to understanding everything so let's start properly. The first thing for
us to note is that “weeks” here refers to a unit of seven. Its actually the word shabua which means a
unit or period of seven.

So seventy weeks means seventy sets of seven units, or better yet as 70 sevens. In this case the unit
of seven in view is a year. How do we know this? That's a good question because shabua could
refer to days, months or years. So which is it? Let's consider the context. Back in verse 2 of this
chapter we read that a 70 year time span. God's people would be in exile for 70 years? Why 70 and
not 50, 60 or 80 years? Good question, I'm glad you asked. In order to answer I have to take you
back to the laws that God gave the people regarding the maintenance of the land.

God had given the people strict guidelines for how they were to measure their time. These were
presented in sets of seven. Seven remember is a number that represents perfection or completion.
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Every seventh day was a Sabbath day. A day to rest and do no work. Every seventh year was a
Sabbath year. On the Sabbath year they were supposed to let the land rest and not plant or harvest
crops. Every seven times sevens or 49 years they came to the 50th year. This was a Sabbath year
also known as the Year of Jubilee. This was a whole year in which the people and the land were to
rest from work.

Now in 2 Chronicles 36:21 we read that the Jews were removed from the land because they had not
properly kept the Sabbath year. God therefore was going to make them pay for this failure to obey
Him by removing from the land. They would not be allowed back to the land until until every one
of those Sabbath years was repaid. The people of Judah had denied the land its proper Sabbath year
rest for a considerable period of time. They owed the land 70 Sabbath years. And so to fulfil these
seventy years God took the years back during the Babylonian exile. This was why the exile was to
last 70 years. I hope that has clarified why we are talking about years here.

So Gabriel is telling Daniel that God has determined that in total 490 years or 70 weeks (70 x 7 =
490 years) are required to complete God's program for Israel and Jerusalem. I have a couple of
things to highlight here.

Please note carefully, this vision is centred on the Jewish people and the Jewish temple. The church
is not in view here. It is also important for us to note that these “weeks” (years) are not consecutive.
We are not talking about an unbroken span of 490 years.

This verse states quite clearly that the purpose for God decreeing this period of time is six-fold. The
first three have to do with sin and the last three with righteousness. First, it will end rebellion (sins)
against Him. Second, it will end human failure to obey God. Third, it will provide time for
atonement that will cover human wickedness. Fourth, it will inaugurate a new society in which
righteousness prevails. Fifth, it will bring in the fulfilment of the vision that God has for the earth.
Sixth, it will result in the anointing of the most holy, probably a reference to a new and more
glorious temple. John MacArthur writes about this final purpose,

“It has to do with the eternal state. The eternal holiness of the eternal new heaven and new earth,
with its eternal Jerusalem, in which is an eternal temple, in which is an eternal holy of holies, in
which is an eternal throne, on which sits an eternal God.”

So now having established our foundation we can move on.
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25 “Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command
To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and
sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times.

Gabriel now turns his attention to the first period of the prophecy. This is the first seven weeks or
seven periods of seven years meaning 49 years in total. The clock begins to tick the moment the
decree or command is given to go and restore the streets and walls of the city of Jerusalem. That's
easy enough to determine. Or is it? You see the bible contains four decrees concerning the
rebuilding of Jerusalem. Let me run quickly through them.

A |King Cyrus made a decree giving Ezra and the Babylonian captives the right to return to
Jerusalem and rebuild the temple in 538 BC (Ezra 1:1-4 and 5:13-17).

B |King Darius made a decree giving Ezra the right to rebuild the temple in 517 BC (Ezra 6:6-
12).

C |Artaxerxes made a decree giving Ezra permission, safe passage, and supplies to return to
Jerusalem to rebuild the temple in 458 BC. (Ezra 7:11-26).

D |Artaxerxes again made a decree giving Nehemiah permission, safe passage and supplies to
return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and the walls in 445 BC. (Nehemiah 2:1-8). To be
absolutely accurate it was in March 14,

Now which of these decrees is the correct one? From when do we begin our countdown? It's
actually very simple. Only the last of these four decrees was a command to go and restore the city
of Jerusalem. The first three each focused on the temple, not on the street or on the wall. This means
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that this first period of 49 years begins in 445 BC. As we know from the bible this was a difficult
undertaking. The Jews encountered opposition as they sought to rebuild and refortify their ancient
capital (Neh 2:19).

This first period of weeks (years) concludes in 396 BC. We then are to see a much longer second
period of 62 weeks or 434 years (62 x 7).

This means that when we add these two periods together we get 69 weeks or 483 years.
That will bring us to a very momentous moment in world history.
Let us find out what that is.

25. =92 L=TE0 XL} OifafiE STBREE= T0| B HFE] 7|5 F8E HR2 X1 2 30| 201P|
7| e OFRH Ol ORIP X[ 230|811 ot S210]| 90| STEP] Fdut 7RPH M 20K

722 Ojfete] A N 7 RZ10f| FIS SELICE OB X2 7 OB 5= 7 x 7 HR[ 7RICZ B 49 HE 0|
2iLICH OfFEaR /30| RS SEl= IR0 | Lidik = =2 APRHE20P | ARRRILIEL 0P
MIZK| LB f= 2ELEE AZNR F80f= OiRa Mol 2ist ZuZ0| U 71t USHIEL 21| 224
Cf

A |King Cyrus made a decree giving Ezra and the Babylonian captives the right to return to
Jerusalem and rebuild the temple in 538 BC (Ezra 1:1-4 and 5:13-17).

712 538 E e 22 oot HIEIZ =S0| OfffARIOS S0P IS Rligdet 4= = 72|
£ F= 232 LIRELICKOlEF 1:1-4, 5:13-17).

B |King Darius made a decree giving Ezra the right to rebuild the temple in 517 BC (Ezra 6:6-
12).

7[FE 517 H CRIRA 22 o2 o] S Mzt #oks o= 22 UIREELIEK Ot 6:6-12).

C |Artaxerxes made a decree giving Ezra permission, safe passage, and supplies to return to
Jerusalem to rebuild the temple in 458 BC. (Ezra 7:11-26).
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S BEES T AES LIRELEL (02t 7:11-26)

D |Artaxerxes again made a decree giving Nehemiah permission, safe passage and supplies to
return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and the walls in 445 BC. (Nehemiah 2:1-8). To be
absolutely accurate it was in March 14,
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26 “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself;
And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.
The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined.

Gabriel has presented us with a time line which concludes after 62 weeks with the “cutting off” of
the Messiah. This of course is a reference to the execution of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Now 483 years after the year of 445 would put us in the year of 38 AD. But, I hear you argue, isn't
that a little late? We know that Jesus died earlier than that in 32 or 33 AD. Well prepare yourselves
to be astounded.

Now, I must warn you in advance. I'm going to go into minute detail. You may wonder whether
such detail is absolutely necessary. I'd argue that it is for the following reason. It demonstrates that
our sovereign God is in complete control of everything that takes place. His timing is impeccably
perfect. So pay attention now, it's going to get rather complicated.

Up until now we have been calculating the years (weeks) using solar years of 365 days. So 483
years of 365 days gives us a total of 176,295 days. But this is problematic. The problem is that the
Jews and Babylonians worked on a system in which a year was 360 days long. So they are
calculating this same time period working with 483 years of 360 days. This gives us a figure of
173,880 days. As I noted before the decree to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem comes out on March
14t 445 BC. We also know from historic records that the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem
occurred on April 6, 32 AD. Keep these two dates in mind.

So, if Gabriel is correct, the number of days from March 14, 445 BC, to April 6, 32 AD should be
173,880 days. Remember that we have to deduct a year, because 1 BC and 1 AD is the same year.
Also don't forget the leap years. We have 119 of these to add. Are you ready? We now have a figure
of 173,883 days. Oh no, 3 days too many. But wait. Sir Robert Anderson of the Royal Observatory
in England did some research. He found out that according the their solar calculations a year is
1/128™ of a day longer on the calendar than a solar year. This means that for every 128 years you
lose a day. In 483 years there are 3 of those. When you drop those you arrive at 173,880 days.
Which brings us to exactly what is predicted in the Word of God. Isn't that amazing!

So, God is revealing to Daniel nearly 500 years in advance when He will send the Messiah. He shall
be cut off but not for Himself. We are all aware of God's plan of redemption. He sent His Son to live
the perfect life here on earth and then die upon the cross for the sins of the world. He was perfectly
innocent and yet died as a criminal bearing our sins. This is what is meant when we read He did not
die for Himself. Jesus died for you and me.

We then read that there is a prince of the people who will come and destroy the city of Jerusalem
and the temple (sanctuary). Who is this prince? Many scholars believe that this is a reference to the
Roman General Titus. In 70 AD he led the Roman forces that overpowered the city like a flood. The
Roman conquest saw around 1,000,000 Jews killed. The capture of Jerusalem was particularly
brutal. The Romans besieged the city and effectively sealed it up. The people inside were left to
starve. Their hunger became so great that many were forced to eat their own children. When the
Romans finally departed they left both the city of Jerusalem and the temple completely destroyed.
This event saw the Jewish nation smashed and scattered. They would remain without a homeland
until 1948!

However as we shall see in the next verse this appears to be a prophecy with a dual fulfillmet. It
was first fulfilled through the person of Titus Vespasian.

The second fulfilment will come in the end time tribulation when the “prince” in view is THE
Antichrist. Let us turn to our final verse for today.
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27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week
He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one

who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the
desolate.”
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If you look at the timeline on the screen you will see that there is a time gap between the conclusion
of the 69 weeks and the 70" week. This “gap” is what we refer to as the church age. It is where we
are currently residing. This means that the final 70" week is a future end time event. We of course
are not privy to God's timetable so we can only speculate about when exactly this will occur.

What this means is that there is one week, or seven years left once this final week begins. I hope
that you are making the connection between what we are reading here and the end time tribulation
period.

The “he” Gabriel describes here is the “prince” who is to come in this tribulation period. It is as I'm
sure you've worked out for yourselves a reference to the “little horn” the Anti-Christ. So let's
consider what will restart God's countdown clock.

The event that triggers this will be the signing of a covenant (some kind of agreement) between the
nation of Israel (many) and the Anti-Christ. As we have seen the Anti-Christ will be a political
figure who emerges as part of the revival or restoration of the Roman Empire. This most likely
means that he will either be European, or will have ancestral ties or roots with the ancient Roman
Empire. He will be seen initially as being a great figure. A man who can bring peace to the world
and once and for all solve the “Middle East problem.” The Jews will happily enter into this
agreement because it promises peace and stability, and will enable them to rebuild their temple and
resume sacrifices. Things will appear to be going well for three and a half years.

However the Anti-Christ will, at the half way point of the tribulation break his agreement with
Israel. He will seize control of the temple, forbid worship of God and instal his own image as an
object of worship. He will insist that people bow to him. This is the “abomination of desolation”
(Dan. 11:31; 12:11) that Jesus spoke about that marks the midpoint of the tribulation period (Matt.
24:15, Mark 13:14). The “man of sin” and “son of perdition,” who up till now has deceived the
world by playing a shrewd political game, will now reveal himself as a tool of Satan and a cruel
world dictator.

If it were all to end at this point it would indeed be tragic. But that's not how things conclude. The
desolater, the Anti-Christ will not be allowed to continue his evil works indefinitely. The Lord will
pour out His judgment on him (Revelation 19:11-21). Christ will return, destroy the armies of the
desolater and the false prophet, and cast these two evil henchmen alive into the lake of fire
(Revelation 19:20).

And so concludes Gabriel's message to Daniel. Some have wondered why God chose not to fill in
the gap between the 69" and the 70% week. The answer is actually surprisingly simple. It is all
centred upon the recipients of this message. Daniel was a Jew, and God through Gabriel was telling
him of what would happen to the Jews, their capital city and their temple. These things are detailed
in the first 69 weeks and the 70™ week. What happens in the gap between these “weeks” concerns
the church. The body of Christ. This was still a mystery as far as Daniel was concerned. It would
not be fully revealed until the New Testament era (the time of Christ).

Next time, Lord willing we will begin chapter 10. It begins with Daniel receiving another vision of
a glorious man.
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Lessons to learn

A

rr

I have two lessons drawn from today's passage.
LS9 2RO 77K w2S HAUSLHE

1 God cares about the minutiae

You have probably heard company CEQO's or executives saying things like, “Don't bother we with
the small things.” What they mean when they say this is that they consider themselves to be too
important to be dealing with trivial or mundane things. I suppose there is some sense in this. I'm
sure the CEO of Samsung doesn't want to be bothered by people telling him that the coffee vending
machine on the seventh floor is running low on creamer. He has far more pressing things to think
about. Let someone lower down the food chain deal with it.

God of course is very different. He really does care about the small things. He's not too busy or too
important to dismiss these things. Let me read two verses that highlight this.

But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value
than many sparrows. (Luke 12:7)
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God know everything about you. He could even tell you how many hairs you have on your head. Or
how about this verse.

Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? (Matthew 6:26)

God cares about the birds and in fact all of His creation.

We saw in wonderful detail God's care for the little things in our passage today. The timeline that
Gabriel revealed to Daniel was not vague or lacking precision. God didn't say, well at some far of
distant point I'll do this or that. No, it was staggeringly accurate. God knows exactly when and
where He will act.

This should be a great comfort to all of us. Firstly, it is comforting to know that as the world falls
apart around us God knows and remains in control. He is never surprised, shocked or unprepared.
Secondly, it is also comforting to know that if God cares about the minutiae of His creation that
means He cares about you and me. We are important to Him. We are not just little things scurrying
around whilst God looks on with disinterest. He is interested because we are created in His image
and He loves us. So take comfort in knowing that we love, worship and serve a God who cares
about the minutiae.
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2 Being beloved of God
As you know I have been a teacher for nearly 25 years. In that time I have taught thousands of

students. Some have been memorable for good and sometimes for bad reasons. Most I'm afraid are
just a blur. Often I will occasionally bump into old students and they will ask me if I remember
them. The sad truth is that often I do not. So what makes a student memorable. Or perhaps more
pertinently what makes me like, or even love a particular student.

Well, I am drawn to students who are passionate or enthusiastic.

You appeal to me as a student when you are eager and excited to learn. I also like students who are
attentive and diligent in their studies. Another way to impress me is to be self-disciplined and polite.
I enjoy a little friendly banter and joking, but being rude or overly personal or informal is not
acceptable. Most of all I love students who give their all and try even if the results are not always
perfect.

Today we learned that Daniel was greatly beloved by God. Now we all want or wanted our teachers
to like us, but that's nothing compared to having God love us. So what was it that made Daniel so
beloved? I touched on some of these during the sermon. Let me lay out some of the important
reasons why Daniel was loved by God.

» He was deeply committed to God. He made a conscious decision to always follow God and not
be distracted by things around him. He cared about the things of God and lived to please and honour
God. He was willing to die rather than forsake God.

» His primary interest in life was God, God's name and His reputation. This was more important to
him than his own wants or desires.

» He was devoted to the spiritual disciplines of prayer and bible reading. These were considered
crucial in his walk with God. They were never things he did reluctantly or as a sense of duty. He
made a habit of praying three times a day. This meant that he was an intimate and true friend of
God.

» He was courageous and bold. He spoke the truth with courage and conviction. He never sugar-
coated things or tried to make them more palatable. He spoke truth to power without fear.

» He used his wisdom in a good and God honouring way. Daniel did not seek to use his knowledge
and wisdom to benefit himself. He served in the government and tried to use the gifts that God had
blessed him with to benefit the people.

For all these reasons, and probably others Daniel was loved by God. But as I have often highlighted
Daniel is not a “superhero Christian.” We should not look at him and think that we cannot follow in
his footsteps. Our situation is very different to his but the key things that he did we can emulate. I
suspect that too many of us are lackadaisical in our Christian lives. We are too comfortable, and are
content just to muddle on through. I think this is the main way in which we differ from Daniel and
the Apostle Paul. They were full on in everything they did. There was no half setting. It was 100%
or it was nothing. May we learn from these men and seek to live lives that please God. May we too
desire to be called beloved of God.
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