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Title: “Daniel's prayer (Part 1)”
Scripture: Daniel 9:1-8

Date preached: February 2" 2025

Scripture: Daniel 9:1-8

1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, who was made
king over the realm of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood
by the books the number of the years specified by the word of the LORD through Jeremiah
the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

3 Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications,
with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes. 4 And I prayed to the LorRD my God, and made
confession, and said, “O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy
with those who love Him, and with those who keep His commandments, 5 we have sinned
and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from Your
precepts and Your judgments. 6 Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who
spoke in Your name to our kings and our princes, to our fathers and all the people of the
land. 7 O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame of face, as it is this day—to the
men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those near and those far off in
all the countries to which You have driven them, because of the unfaithfulness which they
have committed against You.

8 “O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because
we have sinned against You.
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Review
Today we will begin chapter number 9. However, before we do let us take a few moments to review
some of the key things we looked at last time as we concluded chapter 8.

Chapter number 8 of Daniel tells us about the second vision he experienced. This God sent vision
occurred in the year 551 BC.

The vision found Daniel taking in a scene in the vicinity of the ancient city of Shushan. As he is
standing by the Ulai River he sees a ram. This two horned ram is identified by the angel Gabriel as
symbolising the empire of the Medes and Persians. This powerful creature dominates all the other
animals it encounters, but only for a time. We know from history that the Medes and Persians
conquered a large swathe of land and held power for 200 years.
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The ram's dominance is ended by the appearance from the west of a male goat. Again we later learn
the identity of the goat. It represents the Greek empire led initially by the charismatic genius who
was Alexander the Great. He is symbolised by the single horn on the goat's head. Upon its arrival at
the river Ulai the goat ferociously attacks the ram breaking its horns and trampling it into the
ground. This symbolises how the Medo-Persian Empire was conquered by the Greeks.

As we know from history the Greeks rapidly conquered a large geographic area and may well have
gone on to greater things if tragedy had not struck. The single horn of the Greek empire is broken
and four smaller, less powerful horns emerge. This very accurately predicts what happened to the
Greek Empire. Upon the early death of Alexander the Empire was split into four parts each of which
was ruled by a king. These four kings were known as the diadochi (the successors). They would
usher in a period of tumultuous infighting as they wrestled for control of territory.

One part, and by some distance the largest part of the formerly united empire was the Seleucid
Empire. Originally founded by Seleucus, or to give him his full title Seleucus I Nicator meaning
Seleucus the Victorious. He ruled over a vast empire. At its greatest extent it stretched from Thrace
in Europe all the way to the border of India. It also encompassed what is today Syria and Israel. It is
from this dynasty that a wicked king would emerge. He is symbolised in the vision as being the
small horn that emerges from one of the four. I am referring to none other than Antiochus
Epiphanies. He came to power in 175 BC. History knows him as a cunning and cruel ruler who had
a particular hatred for the Jews. He is also known for his monstrous ego which led him to refer to
himself as “epiphanies” meaning, “god manifest.”

As a Greek he sought to impose his own culture (Hellenism) upon all those over whom he ruled. He
would not tolerate the Jews and their religion and sought to persecute them out of existence.

His most infamous action against the Jews took place in the year 168 BC. Antiochus ordered his
troops to capture Jerusalem. He then went into the temple and sacrificed a pig on the altar. This act
of abomination left the temple desecrated. The Jewish practice of twice daily sacrifices had to be
suspended. Daniel later learns that the horror of this man's tyranny, and the suspension of sacrifices
will continue for 2,300 evenings and mornings. This time frame has been interpreted in different
ways. It is my belief that it relates to the period of time from when Antiochus began his persecution
until the time the temple was finally cleansed (165-168 BC).

Daniel is told that Antiochus will be allowed to prosper and thrive only for this limited time period.
God is using him to accomplish His divine will. In this case to bring the Jewish people to the reality
that they had neglected and turned from Him. In order to see the natural order return they needed to
repent and turn back to Him. Despite the horror that would befall the Jews God always remained in
absolute control. He would eventually call time on this antichrist and bring about his downfall.

The vision ends with Daniel being told to accurately record all he has been told and then seal it up.

It is important for us to recognise that in Daniel's vision we are receiving a dual prophecy that is to
be fulfilled. The first antichrist to emerge will be Antiochus Epiphanies. However we are to also
look beyond him to a second Antichrist. He will come to the fore during the end time tribulation.

Not surprisingly Daniel is left deeply troubled by this whole experience. However after a few days
of sickness Daniel gets up and continues working for the king.

Today we are beginning chapter number nine. This chapter will present us with the third vision that
Daniel experienced. Although it is the vision that garners most of the attention it only accounts for a
small part of the chapter (verses 24-27). The majority of the chapter is taken up with Daniel's
prayer. And what a prayer it is, one of the most heartfelt and stirring prayers recorded in the Bible.
Pastor John MacArthur describes it as, “The single greatest model of prayer in all the Old
Testament. It provides us with the perfect example of how to pray.” Today we will look at the first
part of the prayer.
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1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, who was made
king over the realm of the Chaldeans—

Once again Daniel begins by providing us with a useful time stamp. We can, using this information
pinpoint exactly when what we are about to read occurred. We are told it was in the first year of
Darius the Mede. I spoke about Darius the Mede back in sermon number 22. He was first
introduced to us in chapter 5 (Dan 5:31). This was some time ago so let me remind you of who he
was.

As you will recall the Empire of the Babylonians fell to the Medes and Persians in 539 BC. We read
about how King Belshazzar partied in the royal residence as the city was surrounded by his
enemies. The successful conquest of the city, and indeed the whole province was led by a man
named “Darius the Mede.”

Now, identifying exactly who Darius was has presented historians with a somewhat thorny problem.
The problem stems from the fact that the historical records do not clearly identify this individual.
However I, along with many other biblical scholars believe that Darius is another name for the
general who led the Medo-Persian forces. His name was Gubaru (or Gobryas). He was a highly
competent and trustworthy man. Therefore the ruler of the Empire, Cyrus the Great placed him in
charge of the region formerly known as Babylon. He ruled for approximately two years before he
died. At this point in time Cyrus took over.

So with all that being said Daniel offered up the prayer that we are reading here some time in the
year of 539 or 538 BC. Let us continue.
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2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of the years
specified by the word of the LORD through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

The British Prime Minister Winston Churchill was attending a press conference in Cairo in 1943.
He was asked by a journalist what he thought would happen in the future. His canny answer typifies
the man's razor sharp wit, he answered, “I always avoid prophesying beforehand, because it is a
much better policy to prophesy after the event has already taken place.”

How true. After the event you can guarantee a 100% success record. I think Donald Trump will win
the US presidential election. I think the South Korean president will make a serious political
blunder which plunges the nation into political turmoil. See I'm a prophetic genius.

But of course this is not prophecy. Prophecy, properly defined, is the ability to accurately predict
how the future will unfold. It is not to comment on what has already transpired. As human beings
we are fixed on a linear time line. Events unfold as we experience them.

This means that whilst it is possible at times to predict, or at least make well-informed guesses
about what may happen in the future we can never be absolutely sure of things. God however is not
limited or restricted as we are. Unlike us He exists outside of time which means He can see the
beginning from the end.

This means that when He reveals things to His prophets we can be sure that they will be fulfilled.
God had warned His people on many occasions what would happen if they turned from Him and
began to worship false idols. It would result in their punishment, and more drastically in the
collapse and loss of their nation. The Old Testament is full of these repeated warnings. That God
gave the people these frequent reminders demonstrates just how much God loved His people and
desired that they stay focused upon Him. However a cursory reading of the Old Testament shows us
that this was not what transpired. The people did not listen to the prophets, and as a result God took
their nation away and they were exiled to Babylon.

As we know from personal experience catastrophe and mishap often lead to a change of attitude.
Sadly we often only make radical change after something bad has happened. For example what
happens to people when they have a stroke or other medical emergency? It very often provokes
them into becoming much more aware of their mortality and adopting a healthier lifestyle. They
stop smoking, alter their diet or begin to exercise more. For the Jews living in exile in Babylon the
shock of what had happened to them provoked them to take God's Word, and and in particular
prophecy more seriously.
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This is what we are reading about here. We are told that Daniel had been reading God's Word. In
particular we are told that he read, and understood the “books” or most probably the scrolls
containing the prophetic revelation that God gave to the prophet Jeremiah. The word used here for
“books” in the original is sépher or siphrdh. Depending on the context this word may refer to
writing in general or specifically to a written document, letter, scroll or book. So was it a series of
scrolls, or a book as we think of a bound volume? We don't know. What is important though is that
God's Word had been preserved and Daniel was studying it.

Jeremiah recorded his prophecy sometime between the years 630 and 585 BC. As you can see from
the timeline on the screen there is some overlap in the lives of Jeremiah and Daniel. Jeremiah was
prophesying when Daniel was a boy living in Jerusalem. We know from our studies that Daniel had
been taken as a young man into captivity in the year 605 BC. He was most likely a teenager aged
around 15 at the time he was carried off to Babylon. Now in the year 539 BC he is in his 80's.

As Daniel reads the words of Jeremiah something in particular catches his eye. He was drawn to
note the precise number of years that Jerusalem would remain desolate. Let me take you to the
Book of Jeremiah. I will highlight two of the most relevant passages.
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10 Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of
the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the
lamp. 11 And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations
shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

12 ‘Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed, that I will punish the king
of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,” says the Lord; ‘and
I will make it a perpetual desolation. 13 So I will bring on that land all My words which I
have pronounced against it, all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah has prophesied
concerning all the nations. 14 (For many nations and great kings shall be served by them
also; and I will repay them according to their deeds and according to the works of their own
hands.)’” (Jeremiah 25:10-13)
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10 For thus says the Lord: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and
perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place.
(Jeremiah 29:10)
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Allow me to give you a little context. Jeremiah had prophesied that because the people had turned
from God that they would be punished by a period of exile.

God's people would be taken away to Babylon for a period of 70 years. The land they left behind
including the city of Jerusalem would fall into ruin (desolation). However the prophecy also went
on to say that after 70 years God would punish the Babylonians and bring them to ruin. This would
be the sign to indicate that it was now time for His people to return to their land. Daniel realised
following the fall of the Babylonian empire that maybe this was the time that Jeremiah had spoken
of. He was also able to do some simple mathematics. He had left Jerusalem aged around 15, now he
was let's say 80, so it's closing in on that prophesied period of 70 years. So Daniel is clearly
thinking (hoping) that it was now the time for the long-awaited return.

Before we move on I want to make a few observations. The first concerns how we are to understand
the period of seventy years. I will speak in more detail on this in two weeks time. However often
when it comes to understanding the numbers recorded in Daniel interpretors treat them as being
symbolic. They are not to be read or taken as being literal. What's interesting though is that they
don't think the same about the seventy years given by Jeremiah. These are always taken as literal
years. We know this because history tells us that the Babylonian captivity lasted for 70 years! This
was how Daniel understood them and how we should understand them.

The second observation concerns Daniel's approach to Jeremiah's prophecy. I hope you noted what
Daniel wrote as regards the words he was reading. Daniel realised that this was the word of the
Lorp through Jeremiah. He was not reading Jeremiah's thoughts, intuitions or guesses. This was
what God had revealed to Jeremiah. This means it was true and could be trusted. Today I'm afraid
there are too many who treat God's Word as if its just a guide, suggestion or recommendation book.
Because of this we can pick and choose the things we like, and disregard the bits we dislike. Do you
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think this is how we are to treat God's Word? No. Remember and take seriously Paul's words to
Timothy.

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness. (2 Tim 3:16)

Take heed of the very first word of that verse. It does not say, “some, most, part of, the majority or
selected portions.” It says ALL. Daniel knew this and I hope we do too.

The final observation concerns Daniel's diligence to read and study God's Word. I'll come back to
this point at the end. I'm sure that Daniel was a busy man. I'm guessing the king, who recognised his
gifts and skills gave him plenty to occupy his time. And yet he still found time to read and study
God's precious revelation. Most of us are guilty of not being committed and diligent students of the
Word. May all of us feel the conviction of the Spirit in this area and be more devoted to the bible.
Let us carry on.
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3 Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications, with
fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.

o)

Upon coming to this understanding regarding Jeremiah's prophecy what did Daniel do? We read
here that he committed himself to prayer. Note carefully the wording he uses. He tells us that “He
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set his face toward the Lord.” What does this convey to you? Does it convey a lacklustre, or half-
hearted attitude towards prayer? Far from it. This expression implies serious determination. Daniel
desperately wanted to reach God through prayer and nothing would deter him from achieving this
objective. The question we might ask here is why did Daniel pray. What motivated his prayer?

Did Daniel pray because he doubted that God would fulfil the prophecy and allow His people to
return? Hardly, after all Daniel had experienced in Babylon his faith in God was rock solid. He fully
believed that God could and would accomplish His will. So why did Daniel pray?

Daniel prays to plead for God's mercy. He seeks to implore God to act at the earliest possible
moment. You see there are several dates that could be used to determine the 70 year time period.
There were three separate waves of captivity. In 605 BC Jerusalem was attacked and Daniel and
other captives were taken to Babylon. In 597 BC Jerusalem was again attacked and treasures were
taken from the temple. And in 587 BC Jerusalem fell completely and the nation was exiled.

So obviously Daniel wants God to begin the 70 years count from 605 and not 587. His prayer is to
ask God to act as soon as possible for this undeserving and sinful group of people. They certainly
had not earned God's salvation so Daniel humbles himself in prayer before the Lord.

He follows the practices that were common for Jews during a season of deep grieving or mourning.
First we are told he fasted. He went without food so that he could be completely focused upon God.
Fasting also demonstrates in a practical way exactly how dependent we are upon God. When we
fast we put ourselves entirely in God's hands.

We also read that he put on sackcloth. This was traditionally a sign of humiliation and mourning.
Sackcloth was a coarse, rough material usually made of black goat’s hair. It was most often used to
make sacks or bags. It was as you can imagine it was very uncomfortable to wear. This was the
point, it was worn as an act of debasement or humility. The same applied to the ashes or dust that
one sprinkled over one's head. It served to remind the person that they came from the dust and are
in essence nothing. Both sackcloth and ashes are intended as an outward sign of one's inward
condition. They are adopted to show that one is truly sorry and is seeking genuine repentance.
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4 And I prayed to the LorRD my God, and made confession, and said, “O Lord, great and
awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those
who keep His commandments,

Daniel's urgent prayer begins with confession. We often speak of the word confession but I wonder
if we truly understand what it means. In first John 1:9 we read.

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

The Greek word used here for confess is the word homologeo. It means, “to agree with, or to say the
same thing as another.” So if someone says that they think "kimchi jjigae" is a delicious Korean
dish and you agree with their words you can say you are in homologeo.

When we consider the word from a biblical stance it means to say the same thing as God when it
comes to the subject of sin. It is to agree with God that sin is a terrible thing.

It's not, as we so often do try to minimise or excuse our sin. It is to agree with God's standards that
our thoughts, words and deeds are sinful. Yes Lord, I am a sinner and I desire to turn from my sin
and seek after you.

Daniel in this verse is not literally admitting to all the sins carried out by God's people. As far as we
know he had been loyal and faithful to God. We have no reaon to belive that Daniel was guilty of
the numerous serious sins of the people of Isracl. However we must never forget that Daniel, like all
of us was a sinner. So what Daniel is doing here is identifying himself with the sinful people of
Israel and begging for God's mercy.

Genuine confession also includes proclaiming who God is. We not only confess our sins before
God, but we also confess, or profess the truth about who God is.

Daniel begins his prayer by proclaiming realities or truths about God. God is great and awesome.
How true. I hope you are not in any doubt about God's greatness. If you are I encourage you to take
a look up at the starry night sky. Or probe the intricacies of the human body. You cannot
contemplate these things without being awestruck and amazed at our creator God. He then goes on
the acknowledge that God keeps His promises or agreements. If He makes a covenant He keeps it.
God's people may be fickle and disloyal, but not God. He does not neglect or forget about those
who love and obey Him. God has not forgotten His chosen people.

I am reading a book at the moment titled, “God's promises of the land to Israel” (Billye Brim). It
lists all the verses in the Old Testament that speak of God's promises to His chosen people about the
land of Israel. It's seventy pages long. It contains a lot of promises. I'm sure none of you are in any
doubt. But in case you are let me remind you. God is NOT a covenant breaker. He always fulfils His
promises and agreements.
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5 we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by
departing from Your precepts and Your judgments.

Please note how Daniel words his prayer. He does not say, “they” have sinned and committed
iniquity. He begins by including himself among those who have done wrong. He says, “we have
sinned and committed iniquity” Now you may wonder what the difference is between sin and
iniquity. Often these two words are used interchangeably throughout scripture. But there is a subtle
difference. Allow me to explain.

Let's deal first with sin. Simply put sin means “to miss the mark.” I'm sure you've heard that
expression before, and been given the image of an archer shooting at a target. Sin can refer to doing
something against God or against a person (Exodus 10:16), doing the opposite of what is right
(Galatians 5:17), doing something that will have negative results (Proverbs 24:33-34), and failing
to do something you know is right (James 4:17).



Daniel: 33 — Daniel's prayer (Part 1): Sermon Notes Page 12

In the Old Testament, God even instituted sacrifices for unintentional sins (Numbers 15:27). Sin
then is the general term for anything that “falls short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Let us
turn next to consider iniquity.

Iniquity is more deeply rooted. The Hebrew word used most often for “iniquity” means “guilt
worthy of punishment.” Iniquity simply put is sin at its worst. It describes twisting or distorting
what was once beautiful and good. Iniquity often refers to making a premeditated choice to carry on
sinning. It frequently describe an escalation of sin over time. We might think here for example of
David's continuing sin with Bathsheba which eventually led to the deception and murder of Uriah.
This would be an example of iniquity. A carrying on of sin without repentance.

Now throughout out journey through the Book of Daniel we have seen on many occasions the
exemplary life of Daniel. He was a man of strong courage and conviction. Personally he had been
faithful to God. Naturally he was not perfect and fell into sin as we all do. However, since he was an
Israelite, he could not separate himself from God's judgement of His people. God had promised to
bless them if they were obedient and curse them if they were disobedient.

God had remained loyal, true and faithful to His covenant people. Unfortunately they had not
remained true and faithful to Him. They had acted in wicked ways and rebelled. That is of course
one of the definitions of sin. Sin is a rejection of, and a rebellion against what God and what He
wants. The people of Israel had turned from the worship of the one true God, and turned instead to
idols. In doing so they had brought defilement upon the land. They had also ignored, and gone away
from the laws that God had given to them. It was no wonder that God was rightfully punishing
them.
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6 Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings
and our princes, to our fathers and all the people of the land.

God is always very clear about what He expects from His people. The bible tells us quite plainly
that we are to love God with all our heart, soul and mind and love others as ourselves. Our Lord and
saviour Himself told us that this was the greatest command (Matt 22:36-40). But even God's
covenant people living in the Old Testament era could not claim that they were unclear about what
God expected from them. They knew what they should be doing.

They knew that they should be remaining faithful to God. In practice this meant honouring and
obeying His commands. It called for them to be loyal to Him, and resist the urge to turn and
worship pagan idols. It's pretty straightforward. Black and white with no grey areas. The equation
was quite straightforward. Stay loyal and obedient to God and you would get to enjoy His blessings.

God did all He could to help the people. He even demonstrated His immeasurable patience and love
by sending His children continual reminders. “Hey guys! You're wandering from the path, come
back now before you truly suffer.” These reminders came through the prophets (servants). The
prophets were sent to give the people a jolt, a “wake-up call” that encouraged them to repent and
come back to God. How were these prophets received? On some, albeit rare occasions they were
listened to and heeded. However by far the most common reaction of the people was to ignore, or
even persecute those God sent. This is what Daniel affirms here. The people didn't heed the
warning.

This failure to listen and take notice of the prophets was not limited to just one strata of society.
This verse emphasizes the interconnectedness of the Israelite community. The inability to listen to
God's words as delivered through the prophets was a collective sin. It involved not only the kings
and leaders of the nation but in reality the entire populace. They were all equally at fault.
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7 O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame of face, as it is this day—to the men
of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those near and those far off in all the
countries to which You have driven them, because of the unfaithfulness which they have
committed against You.

God is always just and righteous. In any and every situation He can only ever do what is right and
good. That is His divine nature. Human beings however are very different. To our great shame we
frequently do what is wrong and evil. Even when our conscience tells us that we are doing is wrong
be ignore it. We allow temptation to take hold and morph into sin.

The people of Israel were no exception to this rule. To their great shame they turned from God, they
were unfaithful in their commitment to Him, and He was fully justified in punishing them. This
punishment involved driving them away from the land He had given them. Daniel affirms this fact.
Please note that he does not question God on this issue, or query whether God did the right thing.
He at no point ever doubts whether what God allowed to happen was right and fair.

So many people today come before God with accusations. Here are some of the common
accusations thrown at God. “If you are so good why did you allow this to happen?” Or, “Why didn't
you intervene at this point?”” or how about this one, “If you love me why did you let me suffer?”

At times we may all have these kinds of questions. There are many things I could say as to why
suffering and evil exist in our world. The things I, or other pastors say may not fully satisfy you.
You may still be left with questions. You may continue to believe that God is at times unfair. Let me
assure you that He is not. God knows best, and is always right and just.

7 OfRJ0] F5= 2 o224 FOMKREL 22f= 25 +XIB T6l= 110 ERESLICE Rriet ofFaRip
00 Xiga} o L2pj #0000 2E ORI T KIS Tok Q4= 22 S2P|Ct 39| LRisK| =
| miEehict

SlLIE2 2 ol Q= RALIEL OfH oMz 22 o = Aot 22 Sl = QEELIFE J20] I
O| Lhgot =ERILIEL 24 QRE2 DR CEELICL OHY SR R2= A= Xl Ofpt 25 B[t 2219
0| PEIo| AP+ RO Bl FARILIEL P2t= 7=0| R2| T2 X2 Hol=S S188iLICt
O S OfleP} O IEELIEL TAEP = =2 SiEe=RE S0, I3 252eH okt
THM 358 MESk= 242 26| IS 3=0| 50| 4 Bl 53 Z0Mi= 20| ZOIREEHH
CH-[A2 O] AfS 2RI T1= 00| CiisH SI-FEPH 211 SN i SR4E=X| 2f2E P 16K | Rt
Ch Si-FePAM ZOLI== ool 20| 0 S80I 23 SfeolX| st

== M2 MES0[ 052 HISLEL Si-=0] Tt BIh S e Chgalt 2Lt 0| 20| Ldoitt
T 9ff O[21 20| LOILI== SESILIRY" S5="2lf O] AFEOfA ZHRISHK| ReAiLiRe OfL[H "XME ARICtH
M APt 1S A L AL 2ls B2 ofFie
T2 P2| 25 O HRSS & o USHEL K= Mol St o] off SXlok=X1o]| Chol 2t 20| RS
KLt ERE SASR| 20| O] =582 2Fto| TEAP K| X2 o USLIEL Offs| 2=0| Ha =+ s
Ch SIFE0| 2 SEEOICE Al st 4= USLICE SIKRF 222 23 8K GELt e 2= A
= oM O, ORI S50 SR l=RalL Ik

8 “O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because we
have sinned against You.

Once again Daniel emphasises the collective guilt of the Jewish people. Personally, he may have
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remained committed and faithful but the nation as a whole had turned from God. This meant they
were guilty and were right to feel great shame.

Today we live in a blame appointing culture. When bad things happen we immediately look for
someone to blame. Now it may be true that people are at fault for things. Perhaps safety checks
were not properly carried out. Maybe previous problems or issues were ignored or swept under the
carpet. But so often blame culture allows us to excuse our own lethargy or inaction. It gives us an
excuse for not being proactive, for not doing something ourselves. After all, if we had known that
this was a potential issue why didn't we speak up or raise the alarm. Daniel does not do this. He
accepts that all the nation of Israel is to blame for what happened. From the elites who ran the
country to the everyday working people.

I also want you to carefully note who the sin is against. In both verses 7 and 8 Daniel correctly
identifies against whom the sin is committed. When we sin it is ultimately God that we sin against.
This is because sin is a perversion of God's perfect design. God did not originally design human
beings to be sinful. We were created in His perfect image.

So when we sin we mar or stain that likeness. We diminish the beauty and holiness in which we
were created.

Now you may push back at this point and quite rightly point out that sin hurts other human beings.
In this you are correct. Let us take the example of adultery. When adultery takes place one of the
spouses is gravelly hurt by the act of betrayal. So its true to say that our sinful acts do impact those
around us. Sin often has often unintended consequences for those close to us. In the case of adultery
two families and particularly any children involved are damaged. But the hurt doesn't stop here.
Adultery is also a wrong against God. This is because God gave us the moral command (law) not to
commit adultery (Ex 20:14). God's law is a reflection of His holy nature. This means that to sin by
transgressing His law is to offend Him personally.

Next week, Lord willing we look at the second part of Daniel's prayer.
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Lessons to learn
I have two lessons drawn from today's passage.
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1 Read the Word

It's an obvious point I agree, but still one worth making. Daniel would not have known about the
soon to be fulfilled prophecy had he not been a reader of the Word. Daniel knew about the prophecy
because he was a devoted reader of God's revelation. But, I think it's fair to say that he was a not
just a casual reader. He didn't just dip in occasionally and read a verse here or there. I think that he
was someone who pored over the scriptures. I believe like many Jews of his day he had large
sections committed to memory.

I wonder how our devotion to bible reading, study and memorisation compares with Daniel. Are we
as committed and devoted as he was? I hope so, but I rather doubt it. Sadly I think many followers
of Christ today are a little apathetic about bible reading and study. There are serious consequences
attached to this apathy. How can we ever hope to have God's truth committed to our hearts and
minds unless we read, study and devote ourselves to the Word? How can we robustly present and
defend a faith we do not know well ourselves? How can we be properly prepared to live now, and in
the future in a God pleasing way without a commitment to the bible. The bible is God's manual for
good and holy living. We simply cannot live well without it. May we all desire to do better in this
area.
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2 Daniel's model for prayer

Prayer as | often point out makes up an essential part of our Christian lives. It's not an optional extra
that can be dispensed with. Prayer is two way communication with God. Just like with any
relationship its hard, if not impossible to maintain and build on ties when communication is poor.

We all know that a marriages long term success is built upon good communication. When a husband
or wife feel unable to speak honestly and openly it usually signals a serious problem. Experience
dealing with other human beings tells us that at times communication can be difficult. The same can
be said for prayer. Many sincere Christians struggle at times with prayer. Perhaps even Daniel, who
was exemplary in so many ways had seasons in his life when he found prayer challenging. Maybe it
was these difficult times that taught him how to pray well. There is then much we can learn from his
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example. I have identified three key aspects to his prayer.

A) Daniel's approach.

In verse 3 we read about how Daniel came before the Lord. He set his face, or focused his thoughts
entirely upon God. He did not allow outside distractions be they hunger or other things to capture or
divert his attention. He even humbled himself by wearing sackcloth and putting ashes over his head.
He recognised his proper position and place. He was the wretched creature coming before the holy
creator of the universe.

This is the proper approach to take to prayer. God is not our buddy, we are not coming to him as an
equal or doing Him a favour by speaking to Him.

B) Properly recognising who God is

In verse 4 we saw Daniel accurately identify who he was speaking with. He was addressing the
awesome all powerful God of the universe. He also noted that God is merciful and cares for those
who love and obey Him. God also honours His agreements. When we properly recognise who God
1s we can come before him with humility and awe but also with confidence. God has assured us that
He will listen and answer our prayers when they are in line with His will.

C) Properly recognising who we are

In verses 4-6 Daniel correctly understands who we are in relation to God. God is just, holy and
righteous. We are the guilty ones. It is us who have not been faithful. We are the ones who have
rebelled against God and His laws. We haven't just made a minor error, we have fallen way short of
God's perfect standards. We should rightly hang our heads in shame.

All of course would be lost if God had not successfully enacted His plan of salvation.

By our own works we would never come close to what was needed. So we are thankful that God
sent His Son the Lord Jesus Christ into the world to save sinners like us. He lived the perfect life so
that He could bear our sins upon the cross. Now, those that confess of their sins, repent and place
their faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ can have His righteousness imputed to them. If
you have not done this then do not delay.
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