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Daniel: 32

Title: “Gabriel interprets the vision”
Scripture: Daniel 8:15-27

Date preached: January 26" 2025

Scripture: Daniel 8:15-27

15 Then it happened, when I, Daniel, had seen the vision and was seeking the meaning, that
suddenly there stood before me one having the appearance of a man. 16 And I heard a man’s
voice between the banks of the Ulai, who called, and said, “Gabriel, make this man
understand the vision.” 17 So he came near where I stood, and when he came I was afraid
and fell on my face; but he said to me, “Understand, son of man, that the vision refers to the
time of the end.”

18 Now, as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep with my face to the ground; but
he touched me, and stood me upright. 19 And he said, “Look, I am making known to you
what shall happen in the latter time of the indignation; for at the appointed time the end
shall be. 20 The ram which you saw, having the two horns—they are the kings of Media and
Persia. 21 And the male goat is the kingdom of Greece. The large horn that is between its
eyes is the first king. 22 As for the broken /#orn and the four that stood up in its place, four
kingdoms shall arise out of that nation, but not with its power.

23 “And in the latter time of their kingdom,

When the transgressors have reached their fullness,

A king shall arise, Having fierce features,

Who understands sinister schemes.

24 His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power;
He shall destroy fearfully, And shall prosper and thrive;
He shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people.

25 “Through his cunning He shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule;
And he shall exalt Aimself in his heart.

He shall destroy many in their prosperity.

He shall even rise against the Prince of princes;

But he shall be broken without human means.

26 “And the vision of the evenings and mornings
Which was told is true; Therefore seal up the vision,
For it refers to many days in the future.”

27 And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for days; afterward I arose and went about the king’s
business. I was astonished by the vision, but no one understood it.
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Review
Today we will continue on with our study of Daniel's second vision. Before we move however to
the all important interpretation let me briefly recap some of the key things we looked at last time.

Daniel we are told received this second vision from God in the third year of the reign of King
Belshazzar. He became king of Neo-Babylon in the year 553 BC, so this places us in the year 551
BC. It was in this year that Daniel had a vision appear to him. I phrased it that way because a vision,
unlike a dream occurs when the recipient is awake. Daniel, in the vision sees himself in the city of
Shushan (Susa). This ancient city was located in the region of Elam in Daniel's time. It was a city of
only modest importance though it did possess a citadel or a fortress of some kind. Daniel had
probably visited it in his role as a government official.

Later this city would be captured by the Persians and would become one of their important capital
cities. Its major biblical significance stems from the fact that it was the city of both Esther and the
prophet Nehemiah. In the vision Daniel sees himself standing by the river or canal Ulai.

As he stands there his eyes are drawn to an impressive ram (male sheep). The ram has two powerful
horns. As I mentioned before horns in the ancient world were associated with power. Daniel is quick
to note that one horn is higher than the other. The higher horn appeared later than the shorter horn. I
will speak of the significance of this later. This ram moves in three directions west, north, and

south. As it travels around it dominates or overpowers all the other animals it encounters. None of
them can stand against its might and strength.

However things are about to change. As Daniels surveys the scene he spies a male goat.
It is approaching rapidly from the west, moving with such rapidity that his feet do not even appear
to touch the ground. He's a flying goat. Again Daniel's eyes are drawn to the beast's head.

Normally a goat possesses two horns but in this case the goat has just one impressive horn emerging
from between its eyes. As soon as the goat sees the ram he attacks. He charges with great power and
ferocity. The ram is unable to withstand the attacks of the goat. His horns are broken and he is
trampled into the ground.

The goat becomes stronger and achieves greatness. It is much admired for his strength and power.
However at some point his large single horn is broken and is replaced by four separate horns. From
one of these horns emerges a smaller horn. This horn becomes exceedingly proud. It, in actuality
“he” because this horn represents a man fancies himself to be a “god” and acts against the interests
of God and His people. He persecutes God's people (the saints) and forcibly prevents people from
offering sacrifices to God.

The vision concludes with Daniel overhearing a conversation between two holy ones (angelic
beings). One wonders to the other how long the little horn's reign of terror will persist. The other
angel tells Daniel that this will be for 2,300 days. After this period of time the sanctuary (temple)
will be cleansed.
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I know that you are eager to learn what all this means. I am very happy to tell you that an
interpretation of the vision will be the subject of today's sermon.

=o L] &= i 2h0f| ol AR 2EHERELEE T 2| o] F28 E7| 0] XIzEe| shSel LY
82 =] aePIEHH
CH[A2 B & X3 0l Sl-ER=RE + MW 2SS RIS BARR2 712k 553 H0f| LH[Z=C)
0| =RACEZ 7[2FH 551 =0i| TR0 ke vision Of LIELESHIEE KPP Hekdvision OB 2ot Olf=
Erdream 2 22| B2 BE=APHHO RS I 2O1Lp | HRULIEE 2RI CE-[AZ XRLO| 4t Shushan
(TAISusa) ORK= FA U= ZE B O] Rl A= TR ACHOlE = Elam XS0 RRELEL M
7t R0 = FR[EE OCpK| S0k AR OfLIREELIFE T2 Ol FF £ |=A] OFH0| 225 UEE i
LIC

0[O0 OO0 OO O OO0 0 O 0 O OO0 O OO0 - O EAPHEEEoRZ 03510
F= OER O SR OP | 320f AR | IHERILIEE S0 CHIUS XpAO| S2H 20| A Q= 242
&t

DY PRI M UE T IRl 2 0| 9| hets BLIFE 2+ 7| Z=ict 22 7KL UL
20 MPAPIN Z2 2 2290 RREELIEL Ei-A2 oF 20| L E20t 2= s 2 ZORIELEL Hf 7
20| Z2 Z=0} LIS uEtEt opdel S8 tivi= LISO| RE=2RIELEL O <2 AR =5 0
Z0| M| A2 Ofs2iL Tt TSI 2= O RE 5255 YR 0= 71 T 20 Sk =
Lt

T2+ 20| = HiE 24U CHR0| 20 Q= SPF RS ZRILICE A0 w2 Cp e 2ol g
Of EX| b2 M2 wiEA| 7|0 CRLEE n OO . 262| H20fl CiLRI0| 2SS E2ILICE

oz e 20| F 7l UX[EE O] Bb= = MO EEH E SR X0 RUSLIEL RBh= US EAt
Ot SZ-CE = A 2t AMLBCZ STIRILIEE U2 o sS4 HEE + LI 22 72
SRS Y Ees S A==

= T ZOIR AL QLR = 2l HSOR 2 RHES RigtF 22 0= 7t 10| 2 & 5Pt
SR | 7He| 20| o] LigLIEL Of U & & S0 & 22 20| 0L 0] 212 &2 O A
Ct 1 & AKE= 0] 20| MRS 4FE6P | IH20]| Lhe &= XIS "2 god" 02K O [FHA i} 20| i
S IS WSS BlLICh = S| WS the saints) S HHSHL 10| Sl E2k= MAE
A= SaLEt

O| 2t CILIM0| = HESH A} FAR ZAl) o OO0 (0 O (O oo OO . $HEAPFCE FARA|
A2 E0| Z%0| SAP T A0 @2 XESEX| 251 1 T k= CR-R0A| 01240] 2,300 & &2t XESE! 20|
2F0 ST} 11 OfR0]| - h 7 gtz 2L

02 0| 2E 20| PPt 3T2 ZRIFL @5 AWE St 1 0| Tipt S LR=RPY 501 0f2 7k
Lt

15 Then it happened, when I, Daniel, had seen the vision and was seeking the meaning, that
suddenly there stood before me one having the appearance of a man. 16 And I heard a man’s
voice between the banks of the Ulai, who called, and said, “Gabriel, make this man understand
the vision.”

As with his first dream vision Daniel is left confused and puzzled. He knows that this vision has
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been sent to him from God. He is cognisant therefore that it must be highly significant and
important. But what does it all mean? Why is a male goat attacking a ram by a river?

As he is pondering the dream someone having the appearance of man appears before him. This is in
fact the angel Gabriel taking the “form of a man.” We tend to think of angels as being human-like
creatures with wings. The bible actually only speaks of two types of angels having wings (cherubim
and seraphim). This means that we don't know what Gabriel, or any other angel looks like when
they are not adopting a human-like appearance.

You may be interested to learn that this verse is the first time Scripture identifies an angel by name.
Gabriel as I have pointed out before is clearly God's most important messenger. He is the one
selected when the most important news is to be conveyed. That he is chosen for this task
underscores the importance of this vision and its interpretation.

Then Daniel hears, and more significantly can understand a voice addressing Gabriel. The identity
behind this voice is not stated. The most obvious conclusion would be that this is God telling
Gabriel to provide Daniel with an interpretation. Some make the case for the speaker being the
angel Michael. However since the bible does not give a definitive identity for the speaker we cannot
say with absolute certainty.

As we shall soon see the interpretation given to Daniel may be divided into three parts. The first
part (verses 19-22) lists the first four kingdoms.

The second part (verses 23-25) gives a more detailed and poetic account of the little horn. And in
the third part (verse 26) Gabriel explains the implications of the vision for Daniel personally.

But before we get to that let's learn about Daniel's reaction to being confronted by an angel.
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17 So he came near where I stood, and when he came I was afraid and fell on my face; but he
said to me, “Understand, son of man, that the vision refers to the time of the end.”
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Isn't Daniel's reaction to the presence of the angel interesting. I mean angels resemble chubby little
babies don't they. What's to be afraid of? Sorry to shatter your illusion if this is what you believe.
The bible commonly presents angelic beings as being strange, and frequently fearsome. They often
illicit awe and terror from the human beings they encounter. When an angel appeared to the guards
at Jesus's tomb on resurrection Sunday they shook with fear (Matt 28:6). Zacharias we are told was
troubled and fear fell upon him when he was visited by the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:12)

So actually Daniel's reaction is quite typical for someone encountering a messenger of God. His
first instinct is to fall on his face thus adopting a position of submission and respect.

Gabriel refers to Daniel here as, “son of man.” I spoke a couple of weeks ago about the two ways
this expression is used in scripture. When it is capitalised in our English bibles it refers to the Lord
Jesus Christ. It was a term He often used of Himself (Matt 12:32, Luke 12:8, John 1:51). It
emphasises his pre-eminence as the ultimate manifestation of man. It is underscoring for us that
Jesus is the supreme example of all that God intended mankind to be, the embodiment of truth and
grace. When it is not capitalised as for example here, and in Ezekiel (Ezekiel 2:1) it is simply
reinforcing the fact that the person in view is a “human being.” It reminds the hearer, in this case
Daniel of his human weaknesses. He will not be able to understand the dream or vision without a
supernatural explanation.

Gabriel goes on to tell him that the vision refers to the time of the end. The question we must ask
of course is what end is in view here? Does Gabriel mean the end of the time of tyranny brought
against the Jewish people by Antiochus Epiphanies (175-164 BC)? He was indeed an antichrist
whose actions mirror what we read about here in this second vision. Or does Gabriel have THE end
times in mind right before Christ's return in glory? The most satisfactory answer is that both “end
times” (a dual fulfilment) are probably in view. This prophecy was fulfilled in Antiochus
Epiphanies, but also has a later fulfilment in the Antichrist. Both of these events were far off in the
future as far as Daniel was concerned.

Let us read on.
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18 Now, as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep with my face to the ground; but he

touched me, and stood me upright. 19 And he said, “Look, I am making known to you what
shall happen in the latter time of the indignation; for at the appointed time the end shall be.

After Gabriel's introductory remark, Daniel falls into a trance (deep sleep). This is a coma-like state
that accompanies the heaven-sent visionary experience. It is the same word (radam) that's used for
when Jonah fell asleep during the terrible sea storm (Jonah 1:5). Daniel was roused from this state
of deep slumber by Gabriel's touch and made to stand up.

Gabriel had an important message to give him. He will tell him what will happen in the latter time
of the indignation. This is a prophetic term that is often associated with the unfolding of God's
divine plan and judgment in the end times. As we just noted the first fulfilment of these things will
come through Antiochus Epiphanies. Let us continue.
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20 The ram which you saw, having the two horns—they are the kings of Media and Persia.
Gabriel begins his explanation of the vision by clearly identifying the identity of the ram.

The ram symbolises the empire of the Medes and Persians. As you will recall they conquered the
empire of the Babylonians in the year 539 BC. The ram has two horns. One represents the Medes
and the other the Persians. As I have noted on a number of occasions this union of two people
groups whilst successful was always unbalanced. This is reflected in the fact that one of the horns
was bigger than the other. This bigger horn represents the Persians.

Although the two empires began as equal partners over time the Persians became dominant. In fact
in time the name Media became almost obsolete, and the kingdom came to be known as simply
Persia.

The ram moved in three directions west, north and south. Historically, the Persian Empire pushed its
borders primarily in these three directions. It went west (into Lydia, lonia, Thrace, and Macedonia),
northward (towards the Caspian Mountains, the Oxus Valley, and Scythia), and southward (toward
Babylonia, Palestine, and Egypt). They were, as you can see on the map very successful. They
carved out a huge empire spanning 5.5 million square kilometres that lasted for a little over 200
years. Their Empire came to an end in 331 BC. Who was it that brought their ascendancy to an end?
We shall see in the next verse.
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21 And the male goat is the kingdom of Greece. The large horn that is between its eyes is the
first king.

The male goat that appeared in the west is symbolic of the Greek Empire. Greece is of course west
of Persia hence the direction from which the goat was coming. The goat was a common
representation of the Greek Empire. Two hundred years before the time of Daniel, they were called,
the “goat people.”

As we previously noted the Greek Empire moved and captured territory with lightning speed. They
subdued kingdom after kingdom, from Greece all the way to India between the years 334 and 323
BC.

This was all the more remarkable when we consider the kinds of opponents they faced. The
Persians for example possessed huge armies and sophisticated military equipment such as war
elephants. But they were undone by the military genius of Alexander the Great. He is symbolised in
the vision by the large single horn emerging from between the goat's eyes.

However the great advances of the Greek empire were curtailed by two major events.

Alexander's great success went to his head. He became extremely arrogant and began to think of
himself as being divine. He even made his soldiers bow down before him. His 120,000 troops
became deeply unhappy both with his arrogant attitude, and what they were being commanded to
do. They were being asked to advance further and further into India and were simply exhausted.
This resentment bubbled away under the surface until it eventually resulted in a mutiny on the
banks of the River Hyphasis in India. The troops refused to obey orders and advance. The
expansion of the Greek Empire was effectively over.

The second major event was the untimely death of Alexander most likely of fever at the young age
of 33. With its single charismatic leader gone The Greek Empire was divided into four parts. This is
outlined in our next verse.
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22 As for the broken horn and the four that stood up in its place, four kingdoms shall arise out
of that nation, but not with its power.

Following Alexander's early death (the broken horn), four kings, formerly his top generals emerged
to lead the remnants of the Greek Empire. The conquered regions were split into four parts. The
new kings were Cassander, Lysimachus, Seleucus, and Ptolemy. Each king each took charge of a
piece of the formerly united empire and ruled as they saw fit. There was considerable disagreement
and much infighting between them. As we know a fractured nation is never as strong as one that is
united. This reality is reflected here by the statement that the four horns were not as powerful as the
single horn. Let us continue.
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23 “And in the latter time of their kingdom, When the transgressors have reached their
fullness, A king shall arise, Having fierce features, Who understands sinister schemes.

24 His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power; He shall destroy fearfully, And shall
prosper and thrive; He shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people.

We are to imagine that some time has now passed. There is a gap of some years between the events
of verse 22 and verse 23. The division of the Greek empire took some time. We know from history
that Alexander the Great died in 323 BC. So we are jumping ahead here to the year 175 BC. That
year saw the rise a king in the Seleucid Dynasty. The Seleucid dynasty ruled over much of what had
been Persia, Syria and Israel. This new kings name was Antiochus Epiphanies.

His official name and title was actually Antiochus the 4™ (¢ 215 -164 BC). You might be interested
to learn that his birth name was Mithridates, but it was changed either after the death of his elder
brother Antiochus or when he became the king. The title Epiphanes was one he took for himself. It
certainly reflects his extreme pride and arrogance. It means, “illustrious one,” “brilliant or shining
one,” or “god manifest.” So he desired that people address him as “Antiochus the brilliant or
shining one.” It is also claimed that he said of himself that he had the face of the god Zeus. Which is
rather like me saying I have the face of George Clooney (wishful thinking).

However his at times bizarre and blasphemous behaviour earned him an altogether different
nickname from the Jews. A nickname I'm sure he wouldn't have liked. He became known as
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Epimanes, meaning "crazy" or “mad one.” It's one that far better suits him!

For all his faults, and there were many, he was bold, and fiercely intelligent. He was renowned for
being cunning, cruel and brutal. As it says here he was a person who liked to scheme or plan and
turn his wicked thoughts into reality. He was said to be deceptive and smooth-tongued. A man
skilled in intrigue.

He arose to power so we are told at a time when other wicked people have prevailed. This possibly
speaks to the fact that God's patience has been fully tested. His people had turned from Him so they
now needed the rod of discipline. This correction would come through Antiochus.

God allowed Antiochus to be incredibly powerful and destructive. He will be permitted to proser
and thrive. In some translations it says that he will succeed in whatever he does. As with The
Antichrist who arises during the tribulation period he will be driven and empowered by Satan. We
know this because his hatred against God and His people will be evident. He will not simply be
content to rule and reign he will seek to trample upon God and God's people.

A study of history reveals the truth of this evil man's actions.

We know him to be an infamous persecutor of the Jewish people. He had no respect for the Jewish
culture or way of life. He was a Greek and he wanted the Jews to submit to Greek culture and
customs. In order to “persuade” them to adopt Hellenism he was more than willing to use murder
and violence. By some estimates he was responsible for the murder of more than 100,000 Jews.
Among these who suffered at his hands were members of every strata of society. From the elite
classes at the top to the Levite priests (the holy ones) who controlled the temple. One of his first
acts was to drive out the high priest Onias, an ardent Jew, and replace him with Jason, a patron of
the Greeks.

As part of his desire to decimate Jewish culture he turned against their capital city, the temple and
their religion. He issued an edict that there would be one religion in his realm and it

wouldn’t be the Jewish religion. He prohibited the Jews from honouring the Sabbath, practising
circumcision, and obeying the Levitical dietary laws. This all came to a head in December 168 BC.
He ordered his generals to seize Jerusalem on a Sabbath. There in the temple he set up an idol of
Zeus and desecrated the altar by making an offering of a pig and then sprinkling the pig’s blood in
the sanctuary. Sacrifice following this abomination stopped because the temple was now unclean.

Let us read on and learn more about this wicked king.
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25 “Through his cunning He shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule; And he shall exalt
himself in his heart. He shall destroy many in their prosperity. He shall even rise against the
Prince of princes; But he shall be broken without ~Auman means.

As I noted before Antiochus was a crafty and clever man. His plans and schemes were often well
thought out and frequently successful. Due to his cunning and guile he succeeded and prospered.
This success clearly went to his head. He became intensely prideful. He began to exalt or “lift up”
himself. This is evidenced in the coins he minted.

On the screen you can see one of Antiochus' coins. On the reverse side of the coin you can see the
inscription in Greek which read “Theos Epiphanies.” This means “god manifest.” The message is
clear for all to see. Antiochus is saying, “here I am god in the flesh.”

We also learn here that he shall destroy many in “their prosperity.” This speaks of how Antiochus
will launch sudden or unexpected attacks against people. He will launch his wicked schemes when
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people are relaxed or at ease. They will be caught out and unable to defend themselves. Not content
with imposing his will upon his subjects he will also take on the “Prince of princes.” This title
refers to God most likely in the person of Jesus Christ. As the Apostle Paul tells us in his first letter
to Timothy, Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of lords (1 Tim 6:15)

So Antiochus will attempt to stand against God. He will try to suppress God and impose his own
will. How do you suppose he will fare? Do you think he will enjoy much success? You won't
perhaps be surprised to learn that he doesn't do well. We are told that he is “broken without
human means.” This is a reference to the defeat and death of Antiochus. The idea being conveyed
to us is that he will not be beaten and broken at the hands of men. His demise will come about
through the agency of God.

There is considerable debate surrounding how exactly Antiochus died. It's something of a mystery.
According to the author of the first book of Maccabees he died of grief and remorse following a
military defeat (1 Macc. 6:8-16). Some scholars say he died of an intestional disease. Others claim
he suffered and died from a mental illness of some kind. Other more outlandish theories say he was
crushed to death by an elephant.

The take-away whatever his actual cause of death was that it did not come at the hands of a man. It
was God who brought his reign of tryanny to an end.

Before moving on I want to make one observation. Due to the numerous similarities between this
antichrist (Antiochus Ephihanes) and the end time Antichrist many conservative scholars believe
that what we are reading here is a dual prophecy prediction. Namely, that it refers both to Antiochus
and also to the end time Antichrist.

Let us turn next to the timing for when this will occur.
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26 “And the vision of the evenings and mornings Which was told is true; Therefore seal up the
vision, For it refers to many days in the future.”

Here we see the angel Gabriel give Daniel's vision another title. He calls it, "the vision of the
evenings and mornings." The phrase describes the particular period over which this prophecy would
find fulfilment. As you may remember last time Daniel overheard two angelic beings talking about
how long this time of trouble would last (Dan 8:14). One of the angels told him that it would last for
2,300 days before the sanctuary would be cleansed. This time period is literally rendered as “two
thousand three hundred mornings and evenings.” The Book of Genesis uses the phrase "evening and
morning" to refer to a day (Gen 1:5). So is that how we are to understand this time frame?

What exactly is in view here has caused considerable debate. The debate rages over whether it
means complete days (2,300 days), or whether mornings and evenings means two days and we are
therefore to halve this number (1,150 days).

Either interpretation is possible, but it is more likely that it means 2,300 days. We know the date
when the temple was cleansed as December 25, 165 BC. If we count back 2,300 days from this date
we come to the year when Antiochus Epiphanies began his persecution in earnest (171 BC).

However, if we take it to mean 1,150 days it could refer to the time the temple was actually
desecrated and no sacrifices could be made to God. Philip Newell makes the case in the following
way.

The sacrifices in the temple were offered twice a day. One in the morning and one in the evening.
So, 2,300 times of sacrifice equates to 1,150 days. This means a little over 3 years. This matches
with the time of the Maccabean tribulation (168-165 BC). At the end of this time the sanctuary was
cleansed by Judas Maccabeus and the sacrificial system began again.

(Newell, Philip R. "Daniel: The Man Greatly Beloved and His Prophecies" Chicago, Moody Press, 1951)

The biblical text means that it is difficult to be absolutely sure as to what exactly is meant here.
Whatever the case this was a far distant event from the time of Daniel. It would be almost 400 years
before Antiochus Epiphanies appeared on the stage of world history. It would be even longer still
until the emergence of the final Antichrist. Therefore Daniel was to seal up the vision. This speaks
to the necessity of accurately recording the information and ensuring that it was safely preserved.
Let us finish up our study with verse 27.
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27 And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for days; afterward I arose and went about the king’s
business. I was astonished by the vision, but no one understood it.

The revelation of the dream coupled with the angelic encounter had a profound effect upon Daniel.
He fainted from the shock and felt unwell for days afterward. He was overwhelmed by the
experience and suffered mental anguish as well as feeling drained of energy. We can probably
understand to some degree this reaction.

The vision's implications were both shocking and disturbing.

At some unknown future time terrible things would come upon God's people, the temple and the
whole Jewish way of life. Daniel knew some of what would happen but he was far from knowing
the whole, or complete picture. He would just have to live with a whole number of unanswered
questions. It's not surprising then that he was troubled.

However we learn something interesting and important from what Daniel did next. He didn't
wallow in his misery or sadness, nor did he live in a state of despair. He didn't withdraw and mope
about in his room. Instead, he got up and continued to work. In Daniel's case this was working for
the king.

The final thing we read here is that no one understood this vision. We might interpret this in either
of two ways. Firstly, we might read it to mean that Daniel told others, but the vision perplexed them
too. Or alternately, that since the vision was sealed and Daniel did not divulge it to anyone else no
one would have been able to understand it.

And so we bring the account of Daniel's second vision to a close. The vision we have considered in
chapter 8 concludes the visions which lean heavily on symbolism. Subsequent visions will have
angelic figures and interpretations, but they will not depend on symbols such as metals (chap. 2) or
animals (chaps. 7-8).

Next time Lord willing we will begin chapter number 9. We will look at Daniels prayer for the
people.
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Lessons to learn
I have two lessons drawn from today's passage.
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1 Getting back up after being knocked down
Sadly it is part of life that we experience setbacks from time to time. Things do not always go to

plan. Perhaps we were promised a promotion at work which falls through. Maybe sickness or injury
stopped us achieving some goal. Perhaps the plans you had for the future don't materialise. You are
left feeling despondent.

I remember at middle school being selected for the swimming team. I was due to swim the
backstroke leg of the relay race. The team was good, and we were confident of performing well.
Unfortunately on the day of the race I woke up feeling sick and weak. Very reluctantly I had to drop
out of the team and couldn't swim. The team went on to win the race without me. I'm sure you can
imagine how disappointed I felt. At school on Monday morning they were all heroes and I was a
zero! I'm sure have similar stories of one kind or another.

How do we respond after such events? The way we react says a great deal about our characters. Do
we allow ourselves to wallow in disappointment and sadness, or do we pick ourselves up and carry
on? Often there is a great deal to learn from these setbacks. We grow from them and come back
stronger.

Daniel as we saw today was deeply troubled by the vision he'd received. How did he respond? Well,
we are told that after the sickness passed he got up and went back to work. Perhaps the temptation
was to shut himself away in his room and become depressed about the future. This was not what he
did. Daniel pushed this feeling to one side as he continued to do what God had called him to do.
This meant serving as a living witness to the one true God and demonstrating His love to others.
Daniel was able to do this because he knew ultimately who was in charge. God had allowed him a
glimpse of some of the terrible events that were to unfold. Daniel was shocked, but he also knew
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that in the end God wins. This was the reason why he could get up and carry on. His trust in God
never wavered.

It's a great example to all of us. Our natural inclination after having a setback it to want to withdraw
or retreat. To hide away and be consumed by sadness. But think for a moment about how such an
attitude is received by others. We claim in Christ to have the truth. We are supposed to be full of joy
and happiness. So when we mirror the exact opposite to people what kind or representation is that?
Are we drawing people towards Christ, or pushing them away? We will all have ups and downs in
life. But just like Daniel we can know with certainty what happens in the end. At the end all our
disappointments and setbacks will be wiped away. All we will know is the all consuming peace and
joy of eternal life with Christ.
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2 Being on the right side
We learned a great deal today about Antiochus Epiphanies. None of it was good. He was a prideful

and arrogant man who pitted himself against God. God as we saw allowed him to impose his
wicked will and succeed for a while. God permitted this tyrant to prosper in order to accomplish His
divine will. When God determined his time was up he abruptly brought the tyrant down. It's a good
reminder to us that though evil may prosper for a time ultimately God always remains in charge.
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The same principal not only applies to people but also to ideas and ideologies. Today we are often
bombarded by falsehood and lies dressed up as the truth. We are encouraged to reject the truth of
God's Word and go with what “science” tells us. The bible and what it promotes is old-fashioned
and out of date. We know so much better than God.

We now “know” for example that gender is fluid, we evolved from apes, aliens got life going on
this planet, the earth is at least 4 billion years old, religion is just a crutch for the weak-minded, the
stories in the bible are just made up myths and fairy-tales, there are many ways to God, Jesus didn't
really exist, and even if he did he never claimed to be God. Oh, how wise, so many are today.

Those who hold such views and opinions will one day get a shock. They will find themselves on the
wrong side. When they stand before God they will have to explain why they believed, and promoted
such lies. But at that point it will be too late.

So I encourage you all to stand firm and not soften or give up on the truth. It isn't being kind or
inclusive to not challenge people for holding ridiculous opinions. If someone you knew said, “I
think that if T exit this 15™ floor window at just the right angle I could glide like a bird to the
ground.” What would you say? “Okay, go ahead, good luck. See you at the bottom.” Of course not
you'd talk to them about why what they just said made no sense. That should be the same approach
we take to those who promote nonsensical ideas. We should gently and lovingly try to persuade
them that they are wrong. That God is the author of truth. That they are being deceived by the lies
of Satan and those who reject God and what He represents.

The truth is really very simple. Those that put their faith and trust in the person and work of the
Lord Jesus Christ will be saved. They are right. Anyone looking for salvation anywhere else will not
be saved. They are wrong. Let's make sure we are on the right side.
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