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Daniel: 31

Title: “The vision of a ram and a goat”
Scripture: Daniel 8:1-14

Date preached: January 19" 2025

Scripture: Daniel 8:1-14

1 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared f0 me—to me, Daniel—
after the one that appeared to me the first time. 2 I saw in the vision, and it so happened
while I was looking, that I was in Shushan, the citadel, which is in the province of Elam; and
I saw in the vision that I was by the River Ulai. 3 Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and there,
standing beside the river, was a ram which had two horns, and the two horns were high; but
one was higher than the other, and the higher one came up last. 4 I saw the ram pushing
westward, northward, and southward, so that no animal could withstand him; nor was there
any that could deliver from his hand, but he did according to his will and became great.

5 And as I was considering, suddenly a male goat came from the west, across the surface of
the whole earth, without touching the ground; and the goat had a notable horn between his
eyes. 6 Then he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing beside the
river, and ran at him with furious power. 7 And I saw him confronting the ram; he was
moved with rage against him, attacked the ram, and broke his two horns. There was no
power in the ram to withstand him, but he cast him down to the ground and trampled him;
and there was no one that could deliver the ram from his hand.

8 Therefore the male goat grew very great; but when he became strong, the large horn was
broken, and in place of it four notable ones came up toward the four winds of heaven. 9 And
out of one of them came a little horn which grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward
the east, and toward the Glorious Land. 10 And it grew up to the host of heaven; and it cast
down some of the host and some of the stars to the ground, and trampled them. 11 He even
exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host; and by him the daily sacrifices were taken
away, and the place of His sanctuary was cast down. 12 Because of transgression, an army
was given over o the horn to oppose the daily sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the
ground. He did all this and prospered.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said to that certain one who was
speaking, “How long will the vision be, concerning the daily sacrifices and the transgression
of desolation, the giving of both the sanctuary and the host to be trampled underfoot?”

14 And he said to me, “For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be
cleansed.”
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Review
Today we turn our attention to Daniel's second vision outlined for us in chapter 8. However before
we do that let me very briefly recap some of the key things to remember from chapter 7.

Chapter 7 of Daniel tells us about the first of four visions or dreams that Daniel will experience. He
received this vision from God in either 553 or 554 BC. We know this to be the case because Daniel
tells us that it was in the first year of the reign of King Belshazzar. He, as we know from previous
studies was the last king of the Neo-Babylonian Empire. Daniel was sleeping one evening when he
experienced a dramatic and very memorable dream.

The vision itself contained a number of elements. We might, for ease of analysis break what he saw
into three parts.

In the first part (verses 1-8) Daniel witnessed four fierce beasts rising from a stirred up sea. These
monstrous creatures represented four successive Gentile empires. Starting with Babylon, then
Medo-Persia, followed by Greece and ending in the Roman Empire. As part of this first phase he
also got to see a far future event. This was the emergence of the final global world empire headed
by the Antichrist. This, as we noted will occur in the tribulation period. During this time we will see
a revived or restored “Roman Empire.” This will result in the establishment of a ten region global
world system. This is represented in the vision by the ten horns on the head of the fourth beast. The
Antichrist is represented by the little horn with a mouth and eyes. He will emerge after the
establishment of this empire to usurp the power of three of the ten kings ruling the globe and take
overall control.

In the second phase of the dream (verses 9-12), Daniel saw the Ancient of Days seated on His
throne in the heavenly court. The ancient of Days as I explained at some length is a reference to the
first person of the trinity; God the Father. Daniel presents us with a powerful and awe-inspiring
image of God. Sat impressively upon a fiery throne clad all in white looking wise and mighty.

This Divine court headed by God was assembled to judge the Antichrist. Not surprisingly he is to be
found guilty and sentenced to death.

The final thing Daniel witnessed was the Son of Man (the Lord Jesus Christ) being brought before
God the Father (verses 13-14). God is to give Him an eternal Kingdom over which He will rule and
reign. Again this is a reference to end time events. Here we are thinking about the Millennium, the
literal 1000-year reign of Christ on this earth.

After receiving these at times disturbing or distressing images Daniel was troubled and confused.
He therefore sought insight and wisdom from one of those stood in the heavenly court. It is this
unnamed individual who informs Daniel, and by extension us of what all these things mean. At the
end of the chapter we are told that Daniel was greatly troubled. He kept what he had seen a secret.
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Today we turn our attention to Daniel's second vision.
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1 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared 70 me—to me, Daniel—
after the one that appeared to me the first time.
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Over the past couple of weeks I have given you a brief insight into apocalyptic writing. I have
spoken about how this form of writing often employs symbols or imagery to convey a meaning that
extends beyond the literal meaning. This is obviously the case with what we are reading here in
chapter 8. We are not just reading an account of a ram and a goat having a fight.

Often apocalyptic writing is shrouded in mystery and intrigue. We are at times left puzzling over
exactly what the symbology or imagery means. Fortunately, on this occasion all doubt is removed.
We don't have to speculate or guess. God is providing us with an angelic interpretor. So today I will
just present to you the vision as experienced by Daniel. The reason for this I hope is obvious. If
provide you with the interpretation today it, would mean I would just be repeating myself next
Sunday. So for this reason I will leave the meaning or interpretation until next time.

One other brief point before we continue. I spoke to you back in the introduction that in terms of the
language used Daniel is very interesting. The book uses two languages; Hebrew and Aramaic and
makes a number of switches between the two. Here in chapter 8 we get the third, and final language
shift. The book begins in Hebrew (chapter 1), shifts to Aramaic (chapters 2-7) and now reverts to
Hebrew (chapters 8-12). The reason for this I hope is obvious. It is because the material presented
in these chapters primarily concerns the Jewish people. These chapters outline God's prophetic plan
for Israel.

Let's get into the text.

The first thing we get here in verse one is a time stamp. It enables us to know exactly when this all
occurred. We saw the same thing with the first vision which happened in the first year of the reign

of King Belshazzar. This second vision came two years later in the third year of Belshazzar's reign.
This places us in the year of 551 BC.

The first vision was I believe a dream/vision. It came to Daniel whilst he was sleeping. This second
is described as being a vision. A vision as | noted in a previous sermon occurs when someone is
awake. In this case God is showing Daniel a series of images whilst he is awake and alert. Let us
turn now and see what this vision contained.

1EAMES 330 U i de F dA 84 1A g

A g F ok FUEA Fo 0@ S 4R dsdsy o) 227 34 33
A9 ofu] ol 4ke] on| g Weshs] Sla) Aok o]l A% AHEFTh SRS o] §
o] ol A o] Btk ol ¥d] 59 2947k A5 ol oF/] 7} obyl ek,

TE TEEH =2 Avje ujde Zhe A slayeh ww 2 g ol ofm| X7} A &Fe] -
AL ofust=x] AE7)7F AFFU B8 = ool = gas) & o7} glayh &
g F5¢ A7 flFUTh shdaAM AAE E8 -2l Al A& sy e
A s vy de] g st o R =g syt 1 ol e 25 AVt
3] thE s e A sew v = Aol As HE Ae iRl ?Mﬂr.
A S FES ohe AR E m G T

AEst7] Aol & 714 o el e s syt vy d duE Al o A2
Fatol Al A 7F th Dol AFE-gE Ao 7t v - SH]E Tl TR ER /\141;} Tl A = 3
Hz|oje} opgho] F Ao 5 ARE-slal o] dojgo] B Wl AA vy} o} 7] 8 ol A
A WA o)z} mpEro 2 olo] 7} v Y L) thu Al A = B Ba]o] &2 A2 A (1 &) ol o] =
H}lﬂ 2 778) A71A Al sl B 2 Zobd U th(8-12 ). L ol i o], o] el
= ge F2 Suols) gdo] 917 MEYU T o] 5L o] Azl gt sty
9l 01]?175. A8E A9k

O

w2 Sol7k BAS U 1 doll A A5 Aok A2 AU o] = do] A &3



Daniel: 31 — The vision of a ram and a goat — Sermon Notes Page 5
AA dojt=+] defFUct A HAA ol A HALA 9ol T 1 d9 AATkar &
FAFUT o] F HA 3 2 21 AR T 3dof] e U o] A2 7|9
551 ol 3.

0]
A

Al AZEel A A g2 m/ddel s T vy o] FEo] e Wl HkEU T o]
A= %**01 ghal Ty A7 ol el kel S v E o] Sle w2y
Syt o] B shbaZAA = vy o] Ao e W Lol Al L e oA S BojFAY
T} oA o] %‘r’é}«l W8S Ao sy

2 I saw in the vision, and it so happened while I was looking, that I was in Shushan, the
citadel, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in the vision that I was by the River Ulai.

The first detail that we get here regards where this vision was located. Daniel in all probability was
in the capital city of Babylon. However in the vision he sees himself in the city of Shushan (the
Hebrew name) or Susa. Susa is one of the oldest cities in the world. Remains have been found
dating to around 4000 BC. Today the remains of Susa can be seen in Iran close to the city of Shush.

The city of Susa lay about 200 miles (320 km) east of Babylon in the province of Elam at the foot
of the Zagros Mountains. It was the Elamite's capital city. The Elamites have a long history, they
were descendants of Elam, the oldest son of Shem (Genesis 10:22). During the Neo-Babylonian era
Susa was not a city of great importance. It did however have possess a fortified castle or citadel.
Daniel given his important government post had probably visited this citadel at some point. This
explains how he knew exactly where this vision was taking place.

Although to the Babylonians the city might not have been that important Biblically speaking it is a
city of some significance. When the Medo-Persian forces overthrew Neo-Babylonia, Susa became
one of the capital cities of the Persian Empire. Eighty years after the time of Daniel it was where
Esther lived (Est 1:2). But that's not the only biblical link to Shushan. One hundred and seven years
after the time of Esther Susa was also home to the Prophet Nehemiah. He lived and served in the
palace here (Neh 1:1). It was also the city from which he departed from to return to Canaan.

In the vision Daniel saw himself at the River, or canal Ulai. This canal flowed beside Susa and
merged with other streams to form a lake. Let us continue.
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3 Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and there, standing beside the river, was a ram which had
two horns, and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher one
came up last.

Lifting his eyes Daniel sees a ram (a male sheep) standing next to the river. The most significant
thing about the ram related to its horns. Horns in the ancient world were often used to depict, or
symbolize strength and power. This ram had two large but mismatched horns. One was higher than
the other.

Allow me to draw your attention back to the bear from Daniel's first vision. As you will recall it was
raised up higher on one side than the other. This same concept is being conveyed here through the
mismatched horns. Daniel seems to witness the actual emergence and growth of the horns. We
know this because he points out that one horn grew to be higher than the other. Interestingly the one
that grew higher emerged after the other horn. As I said I'm not going to comment today on what all
of this means. Let us continue.
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4 I saw the ram pushing westward, northward, and southward, so that no animal could
withstand him; nor was there any that could deliver from his hand, but he did according to his
will and became great.

In vision number one Daniel witnessed a range of terrifying creatures. The animals in this vision are
somewhat tamer. Though, let us not forget that they represent or symbolize something beyond
themselves.

The ram is often associated with courage, strength, and determination. It's an animal that people see
as being indomitable and hardy. Some communities also view rams as symbols of abundance and
fertility because of their ability to have many offspring. Here, the ram as we shall discover next
time represents a mighty military power.

Verse number four details the conduct, or behaviour of this ram. This particular ram is not content
to spend its days happily grazing on grass. No, this is a rampaging ram.

We are to imagine a ram that purposefully and deliberately ventures in three directions (west, north
and south) seeking to expand its domain or exert its dominance. So powerful is this creature that no
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other animal is able to stand against it. It is successful in every fight and as a result earns itself a
mighty reputation.

Let us continue.
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5 And as I was considering, suddenly a male goat came from the west, across the surface of
the whole earth, without touching the ground; and the goat had a notable horn between his
eyes.

The ram has enjoyed considerable success. The word regards it as being great. It is so strong and
powerful and nothing can stand in its way. However all of that is about to change. As Daniel is
taking in the scene he spies a male goat. Male goats are more aggressive and usually stronger than
rams. That will certainly prove to be the case here. This goat is coming from a westerly direction.
That detail will be significant when we unpack what all of this means. We also get the interesting
detail that it moves without its feet touching the ground. It's a flying goat! This description is
symbolic of the great speed with which it moves.

The other important thing we are told concerns its horn. Goats usually have two horns. But this goat
possesses just one impressive horn. This horn is located as in the case of a unicorn right in the
centre of its forehead between its eyes. What does this single horn symbolise? You'll have to come
next week to find out.
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6 Then he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing beside the river,
and ran at him with furious power.

As you may be aware the YouTube algorithm frequently throws up some bizarre of left-field video
recommendations. The other day it recommended a video showing a rhino and an elephant fighting
in an African national park. Who wouldn't want to watch that? So I clicked the play button. The
confrontation began in the usual way. Both beasts facing each other down, aggressively snorting
and kicking up dust. This behaviour is designed to impressive or intimidate the other animal. It's
intended to end the confrontation without the need for physical violence. For most wild animals
fighting is always a last resort. The risk of serious injury deters them from having pointless or
unnecessary fights. The rhino however seemed determined to attack the much larger elephant.

So after a fair bit of posturing with neither animal backing down the rhino charged. The elephant
nimbly stepped aside, pushed the rhino down and gored him deeply in the flank with a tusk.

After this the rhino ran away very quickly.
I give you this little story to illustrate how many fights in the animal kingdom play out.

In most cases one of the animals backs down and no physical fight ensues. But not here. As soon as
the male goat sees the ram he charges. This is no bluff charge designed to intimidate or frighten the
other animal. The male goat attacks with great fury. What will be the outcome of this encounter?
Well let's read on and see.
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7 And I saw him confronting the ram; he was moved with rage against him, attacked the ram,
and broke his two horns. There was no power in the ram to withstand him, but he cast him
down to the ground and trampled him; and there was no one that could deliver the ram from
his hand.

It was a very one-sided fight. If you'd paid money to watch this you'd demand a refund. The rage-
fuelled male goat is too powerful for the ram. The ram is wholly unable to withstand or repel the
attacks. His horns are broken. This means his main means of attack and defence are now gone. As a
result he is thrown to the ground and trampled. The imagery here conjurors in our minds the idea of
a relentless and savage attack. Picture a fight in which one combatant is much more powerful and
determined than the other. That is what is being presented to us here.

Let us read on.
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8 Therefore the male goat grew very great; but when he became strong, the large horn was
broken, and in place of it four notable ones came up toward the four winds of heaven. 9 And
out of one of them came a little horn which grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward
the east, and toward the Glorious Land.

The male goat due to its prowess and ferocity in battle is successful. It is able to impose itself over a
large geographic area. Those around it recognise its power and might, and it is rightly hailed as
being very great. However disaster strikes. At the height of its power its large horn is broken.
Naturally this severely lessens the creatures ability to fight and dominate its enemies. However all is
not totally lost. We read that from where the single horn existed four other horns grow. Unlike the
single united horn these horns grew in different directions (four winds of heaven). This clearly
speaks to a lack of unity in this particular empire.

We then read again about the rise of a “little horn.” I will give you one spoiler here, this is not a
reference to the final “little horn” (The Antichrist). This horn is oriented towards the south and east
and in particular to the “Glorious Land.” Where do you suppose Daniel means? Remember that I
said in my introduction that these words are being directed towards God's people. Knowing this
should help you correctly identify the Glorious Land as Canaan. In the Hebrew, similar terms were
used for the land of Israel in Ezekiel 20:6 is referred to as, “the glory of all lands.” In Ezekiel 25:9
Canaan is described as “the glory of the country” and in Daniel 11:16 again as the “Glorious
land.”

Let us read on.
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10 And it grew up to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and some of the
stars to the ground, and trampled them. 11 He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of
the host; and by him the daily sacrifices were taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was
cast down. 12 Because of transgression, an army was given over fo the horn to oppose the daily
sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the ground. He did all this and prospered.

We learn here about the behaviour and attitude of this “horn.” This horn treats the things and people
of God with great contempt. In this regard he will behave similarly to “The Antichrist” who comes
much later. He will also think a great deal of himself. He will act as if he himself is a god, and will
want others to see him as such. This is conveyed to us here by the idea that he wants to raise himself
to the level of the stars (celestial bodies). This is one of the ways the term “host of heaven” is used
in scripture.

So they left all the commandments of the Lorbp their God, made for themselves a molded
image and two calves, made a wooden image and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served
Baal. ( 2 Kings 17:16)

Daniel then is telling us the this antichrist figure will seek to raise himself above all that is earthly.
Part of this process of self elevation will entail casting down (killing) some of God's people. The
host and stars are symbols used in the Old Testament to represent angels, kings and leaders, or
sometimes the people of God at large.

Included in particular in this group may be the Levitical priesthood or those engaged in the temple
system. But it may also include any who are loyal and faithful to God. The reprehensible behaviour
of the little horn will not end at the murder of these people. He will go on to desecrate God's holy
place. He will put a stop to the sacrificial system and will enforce this ban with an army. Anyone
who objects to the impositions of the antichrist will be brutally crushed. We are also told that he cast
truth down to the ground.

In this case I think we are to picture the “truth” as being God's Law or God's Word. The Antichrist
will not want the world to be governed or informed by the truth of Yahweh. He will want the world
to adhere to his values and truths. To believe his lies.

It reminds me sadly of how the truth has been hijacked or distorted in our own times. In so many
cases truth had been “cast down to the ground.” We are frequently fed lies and are asked to take
them as the truth. I am reminded of Paul's words from his 1% letter to the Corinthians.
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18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him
become a fool that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with
God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their own craftiness”; 20 and again, “The LORD
knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” (15t Cor 3:18-20)

How true. We are surrounded by fools who promote their lies as the truth. Worse yet we are
frequently discouraged from challenging the lies. What kinds of lies am I thinking of here?

Well how about the lie that men and women are equal in every way. Now of course when it comes
to their value, worth and importance to God men and women are absolutely of equal merit. But the
truth of human biology demonstrates that in a number of significant ways we are unequal. On
average men are bigger, stronger and more muscular than women. So it's simply a dangerous lie to
try and promote the idea that there are no gender differences. We saw this lunacy play out in last
year's Summer Olympics. Two biological men won gold medals in women's boxing.

Or what about the lie that abortion is not murder. It's not murder its advocates argue because what is
inside a woman's womb is not yet an independent fully functioning human being.

Therefore it should be the woman's choice to do with the foetus as she wishes. This is not what the
bible teaches. God, who is the author of truth tells us that He knew and formed us in our mother's
wombs (Jer 1:5, Psl 139:13-14). We are human beings created in the image of God from the
moment of conception. Anything that is suggested other than this is simply a lie. So let us be aware
brothers and sister and not be deceived by the lies of this world. Okay rant over. Let's get back to
our biblical text.

Now, let us pause for a moment to consider what these verse reveal, or imply. We know that God is
sovereign over all things. We also know that God loves His chosen people.

So why would He allow His people to suffer in this way? Why would God allow this antichrist
figure to emerge, crush His people and prosper?

It should be obvious that God is permitting all of this to take place. He could easily stop or prevent
it, and yet He chooses not to. Throughout scripture, we see that God at times uses wicked people,
nations and leaders to bring about change in His people. He uses them to discipline His children
because of their sins or transgressions (Isaiah 10:5). We see this principle illustrated in the Book of
Habbakuk. God used the Chaldeans (Babylonians) to achieve His purposes (Hab 1:5-11). God lest
we never forget is not the author of sin, but He can use sinful men to attain an objective. So God
may well be allowing all this to take place in order to bring about His purposes.

Let us conclude our study today by looking at verses 13 and 14.
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13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said to that certain one who was
speaking, “How long will the vision be, concerning the daily sacrifices and the transgression of
desolation, the giving of both the sanctuary and the host to be trampled underfoot?” 14 And
he said to me, “For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be cleansed.”

Daniel it seems, whilst still in his vision hears two "holy ones" speaking. The holy ones in view
here are most likely angels. The topic of their conversation centres on how long this terrible
situation will continue. How long they ponder will this antichrist figure hold sway. For how long
will the daily sacrifices stop and the Jewish people be trampled under the antichrist's feet. When
they answer, it is Daniel who is enlightened. He learns that this will be a period of 2,300 days.
Following this the sanctuary (the temple) will be cleansed.

You might not be surprised to learn that there is some debate surrounding the number 2,300.

Let me make a few observations. In the King James and the New King James it is described in
terms of days. But in some of the other English bible translations it is described as 2,300 “mornings
and evenings” (ESV, NIV, NASB). Now if it is evenings and mornings in view then we would
halve the number to 1,150 days or three years, two months, and 10 days.

If we opt for days then 2,300 days is six years, four months, and 20 days.

Other commentators believe the number 2,300 is simply symbolic. Such an approach is problematic
for three reasons. Firstly, the other similar numbers that we find in Daniel appear to be literal. It
would make understanding the book very difficult if some numbers were literal and others
figurative. Secondly, if the number is symbolic how would we know what it means. It could be
understood to mean a whole range of things and would essentially just boil down to guessing.
Thirdly, there is no indication in the book that these numbers should be understood in any way other
than literally.

So which view is correct? How are we to understand 2,300 days? I will, Lord willing address that
question next time.
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Lessons to learn
I have two lessons drawn from today's passage.
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1 God knows and guides the future
How do you prepare for a trip? It could be a day out, or an extended holiday to an overseas

destination. Some people like to plan things meticulously. They want to determine as much as
possible in advance. They want to know where they will go, how they will get there, what they will
eat, where they will stay etc. At the opposite end of the spectrum we have those who do not want to
make a plan at all. They will make it up as they go. They enjoy being free and do not want to be tied
to a pre-determined plan. In between these two positions we have those who plan a little but still
leave some room for spontaneity.

When is comes to God what kind of planner is He? Does he have no idea what the future holds?

Some theologians do actually hold to this heretical position. Does God plan a little but still allows
for some flexibility? Or does God know exactly how things will go. I hope you opted for this final
view. Our sovereign God knows exactly what will happen in the future to the tiniest detail. God is
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never left unprepared, caught out, confused or puzzled. We will see this next time as we unpack this
stunningly accurate prophecy.

This means that as His followers we need not be worried or concerned about what the future holds.
We do not need to fret over the ways things are panning out. As we saw in today's passage God not
only knows but also guides the future. This means that things are coming into place to accomplish
His divine will. So as this year unfolds let us put our trust in the all good all loving God of the
universe.
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2 Wicked prospers but only for a time

Why do wicked people prosper? It's a question we have all probably asked from time to time. It

seems unjust and unfair that wicked individuals get to succeed and do well. Why we ponder to
ourselves doesn't God intervene. Why is that a holy God of love would allow His people to suffer
while the wicked thrive?
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Such thoughts are nothing new. The prophet Jeremiah grappled with the issue when he asked the
Lord,

1 Righteous are You, O Lorp, when I plead with You; Yet let me talk with You about Your
judgments. Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why are those happy who deal so
treacherously? 2 You have planted them, yes, they have taken root; They grow, yes, they bear
fruit. You are near in their mouth But far from their mind. (Jer 12:1-2)

We may have these kinds of thoughts when we read passages like we did today. So it's good to
remind ourselves that the wicked may be permitted by God to prosper, but only for a time. They
may get to live well and enjoy the material rewards for a short time, but soon they will have to face
God. Psalm 37 beautifully reassures us of this fact.

1 Do not fret because of evildoers, Nor be envious of the workers of iniquity. 2 For they shall
soon be cut down like the grass, And wither as the green herb. (Psl 37:1-2)
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This means that we do not need to worry or feel stressed about the injustice we witness around us.
God knows and will one day bring those who are guilty to account. We, limited as we are do not
always see the complete picture. God may be using the wicked to achieve His plans. We must trust
in Him. We must have faith that He can only ever do what is best and right in every situation.

That God sometimes tarries in bringing judgement also provides us with a valuable opportunity. It
gives us a chance to pray, or even witness to these “wicked” people so that they might fully
appreciate the gravity of their sins. We want them to understand the consequences of maintaining a
heart hardened against God. Hopefully they might be moved to repent and place their faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. So instead of thinking of the time God allows the wicked to prosper as being a
bad thing may we view it as an opportunity. A chance for us to act in love. We, too, were once
enemies of God. He reached out to save us. Let us pray that He will show such grace to others.
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