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Scripture: Daniel 7:23-28

23 “Thus he said:

‘The fourth beast shall be

A fourth kingdom on earth,

Which shall be different from all other kingdoms,
And shall devour the whole earth,

Trample it and break it in pieces.

24 The ten horns are ten kings

Who shall arise from this kingdom.

And another shall rise after them;

He shall be different from the first ones,

And shall subdue three kings.

25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High,
Shall persecute the saints of the Most High,

And shall intend to change times and law.

Then the saints shall be given into his hand

For a time and times and half a time.

26 ‘But the court shall be seated,

And they shall take away his dominion,

To consume and destroy it forever.

27 Then the kingdom and dominion,

And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven,
Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High.
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

And all dominions shall serve and obey Him.’

28 “This is the end of the account. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly troubled me, and
my countenance changed; but I kept the matter in my heart.”
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Review
Before we bring our study of Daniel's first vision to an end let's take a few moments to review
where we are.

As I have spoken about at some length chapter 7 of Daniel marks a change in both style and
content. We go from narrative stories about Daniel and his friends in Babylon to a highly symbolic
form of literature known as apocalyptic. Although there is considerable diversity among the
apocalyptic writings they all share a number of things in common. The encyclopedia of the bible
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describes their common shared features as follows,

Apocalyptic writing contains the presence of a cosmic dualism (good versus evil), visions and
revelations, a contrast between the present evil age and the coming eschatological age; pessimism
concerning the present age and optimism concerning the age to come, references and allusions to
mythology, numerology, and animal symbolism, the idea of the unity of history and a goal toward
which history is moving, the development of belief in life after death, and especially the
resurrection of the righteous and the judgment of the wicked, and the appearance of a transcendent
figure identified as “the Son of Man.” (Encyclopedia of The Bible — Apocalyptic Literature)

This is what we encounter as we move from chapter 6 into chapter 7. It is also what makes this
section of the book a challenging and puzzling read at times. Chapter seven opens with Daniel
telling us of a dream/vision he received from God in the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon.
This would have been in the year of either 553 or 554 BC.

As Daniel was sleeping he dreamed of four weird beasts emerging from a stirred up ocean. The four
beasts as we have seen neatly align with the statue image that King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of
back in chapter 2. The statue as I'm sure your recall represented four succeeding Gentile empires
(Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek and Roman). The beasts that Daniel sees here in chapter 7
mirror this same sequence of succeeding empires. The big difference lies in how they are perceived.
In chapter 2 they were presented as a glorious statue made of precious metals. Here in chapter 7 we
witness a series of horrifying beasts emerging from the sea. This difference derives from whose
perspective we are witnessing. In chapter 2 we are getting King Nebuchadnezzar perspective. We
are receiving a human opinion of the empires of men. Nebuchadnezzar was impressed with what he
saw. We are no different today. We look back into antiquity and marvel at the glorious empires of
Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome. We look at their artistic and cultural achievements and are
awed.

God's perspective however is very different. He is not impressed by the efforts of men. He sees
things for how they truly are. He is horrified by the cruelty and barbarism that lies behind the rise of
human empires. He sees that they are built upon blood, sweat and tears.

Therefore what Daniel sees is suitably shocking. Four beasts each one more hideous than the
previous. A winged lion, followed by a bear like creature. This in turn is replaced by a four-headed
leopard with wings on its back. This third creature is followed by the most monstrous of them all. A
beast so horrific it defies comparison with any natural animal. A creature that goes around chewing,
chomping and trampling everything in its way.

As he watches Daniel's glance is drawn towards the horns that this beast supports. It begins with 10
but as he watches an eleventh smaller horn emerges. This new horn has eyes and a mouth with
which he speaks pompous words. We know this small horn to represent the Antichrist.

The small horn watches as three of the existing horns are plucked up.

From here the vision takes Daniel into the heavenly court. He is to witness The Ancient of Days
(God the Father) calling together His divine council to judge the Antichrist. The Antichrist is found
guilty and sentenced to death. From here Daniel gets to see the Son of Man (The Lord Jesus Christ)
arriving before God the Father. He is to be given power and dominion over the whole Earth.

Daniel is understandably disturbed by what he has seen. He is confused and unclear about what all
of what he has seen means. Therefore he approaches one of those standing nearby. This individual's
identity is not given to us but given that we are still in the heavenly court we might assume it to be a
spiritual being (an angel). Last time we looked at the interpretation that this individual gave to
Daniel. He affirmed that the four beasts represented four kings (empires) that would arise on earth.
These Gentile empires would persist until the time God steps in and bring their time to an end. They
will be replaced by a Divine Kingdom that will last forever. This is a reference to the Millennial
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Kingdom of Christ which will be followed by the New Heavens and the Earth to follow.

Daniel's attention is then drawn back to the fourth kingdom and in particular the “little horn.” That
will be the subject of our sermon today.

25 LRI Y 2ho]| Cio S55 OFKP | 70| Xiz7IRIC| LIES =S,

AP H S X 0| Ch_RIN 7 KIS AERI} LR ME0j) IS HORSLICH HI=0] Qs Ch Rt 1
o] FTIS0] CHSAAR 00 I SAZ0RED LBl THQ AVEIROl St Sz HORILICE A0l 35
S CRBIREH R 5 7| BEE0| QLI AP WA Fie T1So0| ZE0| SXIS Cl2ut 20| A2t I}
SUER Jofj= 95 OjRIZ AF Of, SINTFAN] SRS OIHALHR CHHS BIER AJLHO] TS SHY ALY
O CHH BIEERORR A2 AICHO) CHSHOCT, A} <48} SS 0TI it P4 4] Sfe] S/}
U L IO H=-Z50)] CHEH OJOJI0] ASHIADY CHSH 2190] Z0j 8] ofelo] Hiaf ofolo] At 12 0]
Rhthe Son of Man" 2 A1 22/ O/20] Z50] LiSH LISO] BBIEIH A2 HIpfH. A j=3)

OPE2 R2Pt6 ol 7 22 EHoP [FA Zol= ARILIEL 0|2 2l O] #25 = [ S5 Oklol | o
SEAESLIEL 7 T2 BIEEC| BAlet 20| 26101 CI-[20] Si{HC=RE B2 H/2kdE Ol0P [o13 ARE
LIEE 712F 553 H Ee= 554 FHOIRES 4Lt

CHA2 &S AR AUS [ ASSk= HICoM L= U BREe| 7 bt B55S 2L 0| Ul 0RRle| 52
SRR 0] 2 HolM ERE L] SOk Hiet PXRILIEE 11 AR | O Mi=(HIZE HERHIZAOL
2 20hS SFSiIEE EiHZO| 7 HolM 2 EES B0t 0| MimES SfaRiit 7 2| 2 X0
TS0 OfA| QEIRIE /LI 2 TN OS2 HaEe= TSR SEARR LIO2 HoklEL L 7
oIkt= BIEIoIM Lies FA2 B5S2| 255 SRl USHIEL O| XiOl= 2 2FE0| BIZ=Ri= RILIEL 2
oi= =Rttt Zof 2REoi SLIEE QRIC| Mi=of| Ciet 2R 19| oS HofELIFE =Rtz k= A
Off &S EUELIF 252°2| RSN CIEA| BELF P22 RS S01=H BIZE HEAOL 2|, =0t
O AR M0l BRI f2f= 322 Oy == e8E B ZERiLH

TBL} SO| BFES OHD CHELICE 122 QR 10| AR ZIBS HX| Q4L I} TS 50| Hmas B |
C} ORtHIR0| AZ S0f AR ZIOktatOfIKO| 122 ZIREKP| SiLICE 128 T2450| AfRiso| i}
i 22 A0S ALY

TRIOR CHLR0| 2 24 SZQILIL TRIEEE B S20HRK Ul DRI0) 4 0 O O 10, 1 0F0f Lt
o= Bt e I S0l ipt 2RI U o] RIS 7RI Ho| 1 ChSo LK, 1 512 7R 82501 50|
SHIELICE Afo] OFH SO HIRS! 4 915 B2 -F¥et MSILIF 1 20 ZXfoks BE 242 20kEn, &
ST Ul T

VAP SOt CH-RAS| ARG 0] TS| 20| &2 SRR M0l 10 7IRER F HAPRE= S0t
St | 22 20| LEEfLLEL O M=2 £0fk= =t 20| 0 H2ISH S 2Lt O] X2 &2 HAne
S LERLEE 22 £22 71E £ S M 7Pt Eols XE XPAELEL

OP M LR ka2 o] BIEO2 S/t = SWHRE| e Al OBl OfX) 7 MRS
ISR | 2l Si-tee B8 ALK = e S2RiLRl MR es 2| TS B ARdE MugatCf
OP I A2 QR Ol 2 7} Si-be] OfHA| 20| A= A8 SLIFE 22 = ARof| Chist 2t
S UELE T2 X0 = o2 Q| SRARELICE W= 2= 20| R9U2 QPSk=X| Ol =+
BELEE 2 20 RUE 7o CPRESLIEE O EXHe| ‘SMl= Broik| BRKIEF ER-RAO] o2 B0



Daniel: 30 — Daniel's vision interpreted (part 2) — Sermon Notes Page 4

QU= T HRIHE SR BTy TAR o= RELIEE X0 R2f= O TP LRI = olidE
0 OO0 = U E30] Midol| 201 Ul &(K=) S LIEAC I =I0RESLIEE O] O M=2 Si-FHIM
ZHiRolo] 252l ARIS B W7IK| RS ZRULIEE BR0| RS2 Ahdet E=0] D M=S ikt 2RI O]
= 20| FE =S Ctgoks AOE, 11 Of20H| M| SFEat A E0| B2 ZRILIEL

CHA2 W) B &=, 5ol A2 2 S FRUEE 20| 25 dwe| 4P JA2LE

23 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast shall be A fourth kingdom on earth, Which shall be
different from all other kingdoms, And shall devour the whole earth, Trample it and break it
in pieces.

Daniel, not surprisingly is most interested in the fourth beast that emerges. All of the beasts are
grotesque and fear-inducing, but this final creature is the most terrifying of all. It is the one that
captures his attention. I suppose it would be the same if you asked a child who loved dinosaurs
which was his favourite. Which do you suppose would capture their interest? Surely pick one of the
big scary ones with razor like claws and a mouth full of sharp teeth!

So upon being prompted the individual to whom Daniel turned for insight tells him more about the
fourth beast. The first thing he is told is that this beast differs from all other kingdoms. Before
looking at this in more detail I have to clarify one point. The mention here of “kingdom” refers not
only to a realm or empire, but also to its ruler or king. In what way will this realm and ruler be
different?

The first way it will differ lies in the scope and scale of this empire or kingdom. We are told that it
shall devour the whole earth.

Pictured on the screen you can see depicted the two biggest empires the world has witnessed. There
are various ways we could measure the size of an empire. We might consider population size,
economic power or military might. However the most common way to measure relates to
geographic size, the area that an empire controlled. The British Empire, at its height controlled
approximately 26% of the earth's land area. The Mongol Empire ruled over close to 18%.

So these were indeed massive empires. But even the British Empire, the largest empire yet created
only controlled one fourth of the earth.
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So the first way in which the Antichrist's Kingdom will differ will be in its size.

There is some debate about whether the “whole earth” really does mean the whole earth. At times
the bible does use figures of speech in much the way we do. In Luke 2:1 we read for example.

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered.

Common sense should tell us that this does not mean that the decree of the Roman Caesar went to
every corner of the globe. Obviously the decree was not sent to Tasmania and Peru!

In this case I do believe the whole world is in view. There may well be some dissenting nations as
the end times scenarios unfold. There may be some who refuse to participate. However the plan is
for a global system in which the planet is divided into ten regions each of which will be governed
by a king. As this system takes shape and gains power it will be much harder for nations to resist.

It's rather like what happened with Europe. When the push came to introduce a region wide
European currency many nations initially objected. They wanted to maintain their own individual
currencies. However as more and more countries were persuaded to join those resisting became
fearful. How would opting out affect them? Would they be left out and find themselves unable to
compete and trade? Therefore they agreed to join the Euro zone and adopt a shared currency. I
imagine things will be the same as the global world system takes shape. Those that initially object
will soon be “persuaded” to join.

This final world kingdom will also differ in the way it is run and managed. Much of the world does
not enjoy free and fair elections. Many people cannot vote for the people they want as the
governors. Even when the facade of democracy is in place the system is often corrupt or rigged.
Simply put much of the world today exist under a tyranny. In the final world system there will be no
democracy for anyone. Those living at this time will live under the worst tyranny imaginable.

The next thing we read is that the fourth beast will trample and break it (the earth) into pieces.
This speaks to the destructive ambitions of this final world system. There will be no pretence of
trying to gently impose order and control. Those that lead it are not interested in building up and
developing things. Instead, they will seek to seize and maintain power through violent and
aggressive means. they will most likely do this through their overwhelming military might. We have
seen an exponential rise in the destructive capabilities of weapons over the 20" century. In the first
world war the British army were still using horses! Now we can obliterate entire cities in seconds.
We can wreak mass destruction as and when we wish. The final global system will have all these
weapons at its disposal.

So picture in your minds the idea of massively powerful global empire that is ready and willing to
crush any dissenters. Let us continue.
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24 The ten horns are ten kings

Who shall arise from this kingdom.
And another shall rise after them;

He shall be different from the first ones,
And shall subdue three kings.

Daniel's interpreter now switches his attention to the horns on this fourth beast's head. Before I give
you my understanding of what is in view here let me first say that over the centuries there have been
a variety of interpretations. Many great bible scholars and teachers have differed in their opinions.
So I suppose we should be wary about being too dogmatic, or saying with absolute certainty that it
means this or that.

By way of an example let me tell you the great reformer John Calvin's interpretation. Before I do |
want to say that I greatly admire John Calvin. I believe him to be a mighty man of faith who God
used in amazing ways. His bible commentaries are often very helpful. Here however I disagree with
his view.

John Calvin spiritualized what we are reading here in chapter seven. He insisted that what Daniel
witnessed was fulfilled in history up unto the time of Christ’s first advent. He understood the ten
horns to represent a multiplicity of kings or emerged under the Roman emperor. The “little horn™ he
believed was Julius Caesar and the other Caesars who succeeded him.

Or what about this view. I read this in an online commentary. The 10 horns represent 10 Jewish
generals. They were promoted to lead Israel after the Jews defeated Cestius Gallus in November of
66 AD.

Both of these views are interesting, but I believe wrong.

As we noted a moment ago the fourth beast represents a unique global kingdom that emerges in the
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end time. The interpreter affirms for us that the 10 horns represent 10 rulers or kings who arise from
this kingdom. I maintain that what we are looking at is an end time scenario in which the planet is
divided into ten regions. Each of these regions will be controlled by a king (a horn). They will
happily be ruling and reigning until a new king emerges (the little horn). This is the figure of the
Antichrist. Again we read the significant detail that he will be different from the previous ten.

Once again we should be drawn to ask the question. In what way will he be different?

Well, firstly we might look to the source of his power and authority. The Apostle John tells us that
this derives from Satan.

Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his

mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great
authority. (Rev 13:2)

Knowing this also tells us something very significant about the Antichrist's alignment. He is wholly
opposed to and against God and God's people (given his title this should probably not surprise us).
He will be Satan's man through and through.

Secondly this figure will receive worship from “all the world.”

3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was
healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast. 4 So they worshiped the dragon
who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast?
Who is able to make war with him?” (Revelation 13:3—4)

The Beast (Antichrist) will gladly accept this worship because he sees himself as being a legitimate
replacement for God.

Thirdly he will have authority over “every tribe, people, language and nation”

7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was
given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. (Revelation 13:7).

No other ruler in history could make such a claim.

So it is these things that makes this king different to all the others. We also read here the detail that
he will subdue three of the existing ten kings. This as I have mentioned before speaks to how the
Antichrist will usurp the power of three of the kings and take this power for himself. We can only
speculate as to why this move was necessary. Do these kings try to stand against, or resist the
Antichrist in some way? Or is it simply a strategic move made by the Antichrist in order to
demonstrate his power? Whatever his motive it is highly effective. The remaining kings bow to his
authority and fall in line.
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25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High,
Shall persecute the saints of the Most High,

And shall intend to change times and law.

Then the saints shall be given into his hand

For a time and times and half a time.
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We learn here from Daniel's interpreter something about the attitude of the Antichrist. As I just
mentioned he is against God and all those who love Him. He will use his platform and office to
speak forcefully against God. Throughout history, we have seen powerful men stand up and boast
about how great and mighty they are. We saw it in Daniel with King Nebuchadnezzar for example
(Dan 4:30). History is full of men boasting about how with their power, influence or military might
they can dominate, control or subdue. But the Antichrist's words are aimed directly against God. He
wants, if such a thing were possible to knock God down. He seeks to rubbish God so that people
will turn from the Almighty and follow him. As we read in the 2" letter to the Thessalonians,

3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away
comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts
himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of
God, showing himself that he is God. (2 Thes 2:3-4)

What exactly does the Antichrist have to say? In Revelation 13:6 we read the following,

6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His
tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.

So the Antichrist speaks against God Himself, he maligns his character and nature, His tabernacle
the place in which He dwells, and those believers who are in heaven.

We then read that he will persecute God's saints. In a previous sermon I spoke about how the
rapture will have already taken place by this point in history. The church will be in heaven. So the
“saints” here refers to those believers who come to faith during the tribulation period. The
Antichrist will seek to “wear down” or “wear away” the saints through sustained persecution. Short
and sharp bout of persecution can be endured. But it is very hard to stay committed when sustained
attacks come over a long period of time. God, it seems will allow this persecution against His
people to take place for a period of time as we shall shortly see.

We also get the interesting detail that the Antichrist will intend to change times and law. It is not
exactly clear what it meant here. Will he try to change the calendar in some way? This was
attempted unsuccessfully during the French Revolution.

They tried to replace the Christian (Gregorian) calendar with a Revolutionary calendar. Others
believe that this is a deliberate attack against the Jewish feasts and festivals. The Antichrist will
seek to cancel or change these special days. Perhaps erasing them completely from the calender.

As I write this I think of the attempts in many Western countries to erase or replace the word
“Christmas.” Apparently this might cause offence to some. Now we are encouraged to say things
like, “Happy holidays” or “Winter greetings.” Resist such pressure. In fact insist on saying
“Christmas” as often as possible. It's the time of year that we choose to celebrate Christ's first
advent. It's impossible therefore to remove HIM from the event.

When it comes to the “laws” the Antichrist will obviously want to minimise, or ideally do away
with God's laws and replace them with his own. Clearly he will not want human beings to seek to
please and honour God. We have seen men chipping away at God's laws in our own lifetimes. As a
good example let us consider the issue of marriage. Marriage always stood, until very recently as
being the union of one man and one woman. This is what God designed and intended. Since He
designed it He gets to define it. Now, in many nations around the world two people of the same sex
can “legally” marry. I hope that you are aware that two people of the same sex cannot be married.
It's like saying look at this three sided square. It doesn't exist.

Or how about this. Every country sets aside days of the years to note or remember particular things.
These are not official holidays but are usually just noted as “awareness days.” In the UK have a
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guess at how many days per year are assigned to LGBTQ issues. Prepare to be shocked. 201 days
over the year in 43 separate events. I should note that we set aside just one day to remember the
heroes who fought for our freedom in two world wars.

Here's just a taster of what's going on; the whole of March apparently is “Bisexual health awareness
month,” April 61 is “Asexuality day,” May 22" is “Harvey Milk day,” the whole of June is “Pride
month,” and one of my favourites (not really) is on August 14" which is “Gay Uncle Day.” Its
shocking and disgraceful that a country built and shaped by Christian values should have fallen so
far.

So the Antichrist will persecute the saints and revel in his reign of terror “for a time.” Thankfully
God will restrict this time to, "a time, times, and half a time." How long you might ask is a time,
times and half a time. This expression appears seven times in the books of Daniel and Revelation
(Daniel 7:25; 12:7; Revelation 11:2, 3; 12:6, 14; 13:5). In Daniel 12:7 we read,

Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held up
his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever,

that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy people has
been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished.

In Revelation, we read about the period of time during which God safeguards His tribulation saints.

Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they
should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. (Rev 12:6)

In prophetic timing, a time is a year, times is two years, and half a time is naturally half of a year.
So let's break it down, 1,260 days equals 42 months, or three and a half years. This means that God
will allow His people to suffer hardship and persecution for three and a half years, or half of the
seven-year tribulation period. Again let me reiterate that this does not mean the church.

They have left the earth prior to the beginning of the tribulation.

Let us read on and see how the Antichrist's kingdom comes crashing down.
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26 ‘But the court shall be seated,
And they shall take away his dominion,
To consume and destroy it forever.

God will call time on the Antichrist's kingdom after three and a half years. God will assemble His
divine court (council) and they will sit in judgement of the Antichrist. Not surprisingly they will
find him guilty. Let us briefly list his crimes. He had used his power to make war against God’s
people (19-22). He had blasphemously challenged the Almighty. And he had cruelly persecuted
God's people. This even extended to altering the calendar and rewriting laws in order to turn people
from God.

The Antichrist's punishment is twofold. Firstly his dominion is taken away. The word dominion here
is interesting. In the Aramaic original it is the word sholtan or sultan. Today the word “sultan” is
still used in Muslim countries to refer to a sovereign leader or ruler.

Note also the wording used here. God will simply “take away” the Antichrist's power. There won't
be a struggle, fight or battle. God is The almighty, and He will easily accomplish His divine will.
All that the Antichrist had built and assembled will be destroyed. This will bring to an end the rule
of gentile kingdoms on the earth. The Antichrist's kingdom will be the last. What replaces it is the
subject of the next verse.
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27 Then the kingdom and dominion,

And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven,
Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High.
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

And all dominions shall serve and obey Him.’

Here is verse 27 we are looking forward to the Millennial reign of Christ on the earth. This is the
fifth kingdom. This occurs remember at the end of the tribulation. The Lord Jesus Christ returns to
earth in glory accompanied by all the saints. He will then reign as king over Israel and all the
nations of the world for a literal 1000 year period. Some may ask how Daniel can say then that His
(Christ's) Kingdom is everlasting. We know after all that the Millennial period ends in Satan being
unbound and the last judgement.

This I think can be explained if we understand what Daniel saw here as being a single picture of the
future. God never relinquished power or control so in that sense Christ, upon His return initiates an
eternal Kingdom.

This will be King Jesus' Kingdom. It will be a kingdom in which all dominions and realms bow in
submission and obedience to him. It will be a glorious time is which we as His people will thrive.

Let us conclude our study today with verse 28.
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28 “This is the end of the account. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly troubled me, and
my countenance changed; but I kept the matter in my heart.”

This is how Daniel concludes the account of the his first vision.

He was, quite understandably deeply troubled. God had allowed him to experience an intense and
disturbing dream. The images themselves along with the angelic beings interpretation left Daniel
stunned.

We must acknowledge that although Daniel was deeply faithful and committed to God, he was also
human. As I have pointed out on several occasions he was not "superhuman." He felt fear, fatigue
and emotional distress as we all do.

We are told that his countenance changed. His face became pale as he considered the gravity of
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what he had seen. This is quite normal and natural. Now you might ask why he responded in this
way. Shouldn't he have been joyful to see that ultimately God wins? The answer to this question is
that yes, we should be filled with joy and the prospect of God winning. However that does not mean
that we don't grieve, or feel great sadness at the turmoil and evil present in the world. Daniel saw, or
at least could imagine the intense suffering and persecution that his people must face. We could
hardly expect him to feel happy about that! It's quite right that we feel discomfort and sadness that
sin and its consequences has devastated our once perfect world.

The verse ends with Daniel's reaction to what he had witnessed. We are told that he kept the matter
in his heart. He decided not to share his dream with anyone else at the time. Much later on (14 or 15
years later) he would write it down. This may strike us as being odd. Why would he not share this
with his Jewish friends? Where were Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego for example? But this
notion of keeping things for a later time is actually consistent with some of God's prophetic
messages. God delivers them and then intends for them to be kept for a later time. Some of Daniels
other visions are described in this way (Dan 12:4).

This then brings to an end Daniels first vision. Next time Lord willing we will turn to his second
vision. A vision of a ram and a goat.
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I have just one lesson drawn from today's passage
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I grew up in the church. I went with my family every Sunday, attended Sunday school, the church
youth group every Wednesday and went on numerous church camps. I would say then that [ had a
good grounding in the bible and in Christian living. But here's an interesting fact. In all that time |
don't ever remember hearing a sermon, or being taught about the subject of the end times and
biblical prophecy.

Now perhaps my upbringing was highly unusual. Possibly my church was unusually remiss in this
area. Maybe you have often heard pastors preach on the end times, and biblical prophecy. It may
have been a common subject at your church. Or maybe, just like me this has been a much neglected
area in your Christian life.

According to the professor and theologian J. Barton Payne approximately 27%, a little over one
fourth of the bible is predictive. He goes on to note that he has personally counted 1,817 prophecies
in the bible. Of these prophecies he estimates that at least 50% have been fulfilled. (Payne, J. B.,
The Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy, Baker Pub. Group, 1980, p.674- 675). That still leaves a
staggering 908 still to be fulfilled. Even if Professor Payne's figures are a little off it still means
there are a great many future events prophesied in the bible that are yet to happen. Given this reality
isn't it amazing that we are not studying this subject with more vigour.

Why then is this such a neglected subject in so many churches? There maybe a number of reasons
for this.

Let us be honest, some churches don’t take the Bible literally, particularly when it comes to topics
like prophecies and the end-times. Some feel the book of Revelation is just an allegory and
therefore not a subject of belief. It is a book they ignore or treat simply as an allegory.

In some churches it may the case that their pastors or leaders lack the training, education or
experience in this area. It is certainly true that over the past few decades many seminaries and bible
training facilities have neglected this area.

Many churches I suspect have been put off the subject by the “loons and fruitcakes” who often
delight in speculating about the end times. We all know about those who insist upon setting dates, or
trying to connect world events to things in the bible. Such guess-work can at times lead to silly
ideas and wild speculation. I think this was probably the case for the church in which I grew up.

Perhaps some simply fear offending people. This may be particularly prevalent in today's “cancel

culture” world. They suspect that divisions or rifts may occur because so many different views are
held. So for a whole variety of reasons the subject of the end times and prophecy is overlooked or
ignored.

This I believe is a grave mistake. Both Thessalonian epistles show us that the early church was
interested in prophecy, and so of course was the Apostle Paul. Given the vast quantity of prophecy
in the bible it ought to interest us too. God wouldn't have revealed so much of it in His Word if it
were not worthy of our attention. It may at times be a challenging and difficult subject. We may
encounter differing views and opinions. Passions and emotions may run high. But let us never
forget that prophecy is important. It reveals to us God’s control over history. It shows us that what
He predicts does come to pass. Let us then all be willing to devote ourselves to grappling with
prophecy.
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