Daniel: 27 — Daniel's vision of four beasts — Sermon Notes Page 1

Daniel: 27

Title: “Daniel's vision of four beasts”
Scripture: Daniel 7:1-8

Date preached: December 151 2024

Scripture: Daniel 7:1-8

1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head
while on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, telling the main facts.

2 Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven
were stirring up the Great Sea. 3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different
from the other. 4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched till its wings were
plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man,
and a man’s heart was given to it.

5 “And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and had
three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: ‘Arise, devour much flesh!’

6 “After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard, which had on its back four
wings of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it.

7 “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible,
exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and
trampling the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it,
and it had ten horns. 8 I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one,
coming up among them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots.
And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous
words.
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Review

Before we look at today's passage of scripture let's briefly review what we looked at last time.

Last Sunday we finished chapter number 6. We brought to a close the amazing story of Daniel in the
lion's den. The move from chapter 6 into 7 represents a significant transition point in Daniel. As I'm
sure you have noted it marks a dramatic stylistic change within the book. We are shifting from a
reading narrative accounts of Daniel and his friends in Babylon to details of visions and dreams.

Another notable difference is that we see a shift from third-person to first-person perspective.
Daniel may have made this change in order to make his visions more impressive, and persuasive to
his readers. It's also the last chapter to be written in Aramaic. From chapters 8 to the end of the book
Daniel wrote in Hebrew. This language change indicates that the intended audience is primarily
Jews and not Gentiles. Let's turn now and consider for a few moments how chapter 6 closes.
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Chapter 6 details how Daniel had been conspired against by powerful elites within the Persian
hierarchy. The were envious of his success, and didn't want to see a Jew, a foreigner being promoted
over them. They tricked King Darius into passing a law that made him a “god” for a month. As the
national “figure-head” he alone was to be prayed to or petitioned for this period of time. As a
devout Jew Daniel could not go against the command God had given. As Christians we know we
are to have no other god's. We are not to worship, bow down to or even entertain the possibility of
the existence of other gods. God and God alone is to be the recipient of our worship. Daniel then
ignored the Persian decree and prayed to Yahweh as was his habit.

He was soon discovered and this was reported back to King Darius. The king we read was greatly
displeased with himself. He clearly had a great deal of affection and respect for Daniel. He therefore
sought a way to save him. He spent many hours looking for a legal loop-hole. Alas, the law of the
Medes and Persians could not be changed. Daniel was taken to the pit and thrown to the lions.

The distraught king returns to his palace. Following a sleepless night the king hurries to the pit and
calls out to Daniel. Daniel replies and tells him that God had sent an angel to stop the lions eating or
even mauling him. Greatly overjoyed the king orders that Daniel be brought up out of the pit.

Darius does not wait long in bringing the wicked conspirators to justice. They, along with their
families are arrested and brought to the pit. Then, in an act that today we would regard as cruel and
barbaric they are all thrown into the pit. The “old, weak and feeble” lions who had been “unable” to
do any damage to Daniel pounce upon them and rip them to pieces before they even touch the
ground.

Following this the king sets down on paper an amazing decree. This decree is intended to go out to
all the people of the kingdom. He wants them to know all about the God of Israel. The decree states
that the proper response to Yahweh is one of fear and trembling. He is not a God to be trifled with.
He is the living God. He is not like the idols made of stone, wood or precious metal. These are
inanimate lifeless objects. But the same cannot be said about Yahweh.

The king records that Yahweh is steadfast and unchanging. He is not prone to the extreme mood
swings so common in the gods invented by men. Because He is mighty and powerful the kingdom
over which He rules will never be captured or conquered. The king then tells his readers how
Yahweh is a God who can save or rescue. Indeed, He was the one who had rescued Daniel from
certain death in the lions den. What amazing words to come from a pagan king.

The chapter concludes by telling us that Daniel continued to prosper. He would go on to serve
Darius for two years until his death. Following this he would also work for King Cyrus. Despite his
old age Daniel was still a man that God used in a mighty way.

Today we turn our attention to chapter 7. We will look at Daniel's vision of the four beasts.
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1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head
while on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, telling the main facts.

Chapter 7 begins by providing us with the historical setting. We are told exactly when all we are
about to read took place. Now if you have been paying attention and not day-dreaming through my
sermons you will remember King Belshazzar.

We spent some time outlining who he was. Do you remember the wild party, and the writing on the
wall? In case you have forgotten Belshazzar was the final ruler of Neo-Babylon. Actually, to be
precise he was co-regent with his father King Nabonidus. As we know from our previous studies
Nabonidus became king in around 556 BC. He ruled on his own for three years before making his
son co-regent in 553 BC. When the Medo-Persians conquered the empire in 539 BC Belshazzar was
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killed (Dan 5:30).

This information allows us to date quite precisely when Daniel had this dream. It was in either 553
or 554 BC. This was the first year of the reign of King Belshazzar. What this all means is that we
are now going back in time around 14 or 15 years from where we finished in chapter 6. Daniel you
see is not recording things in a chronological way. This tends to be the way that Western minds
prefer. When reading about historical events we like things to occur in strict chronological
sequence. This event was followed by this events etcetera. But this was not how Daniel, inspired by
the Holy Spirit recorded what happened to him. Anyway back to the account.

Daniel is sleeping on his bed sometime in 553 or 554 BC when he receives a disturbing dream or
vision. As I have told you before generally speaking the Bible distinguishes between "dreams" and
"visions." A “dream” occurs during sleep and a “vision” while awake. I think in this case Daniel had
a vivid dream whilst sleeping. This is the first of four visions that Daniel received and that are
recorded in chapters 7 to 12. It's also worth us noting that God gave Daniel this dream around 50
years after the dream of the statue image we read about in chapter 2. As we shall soon discover
chapters 2 and 7 of Daniel are deeply interwoven.

The dream that Daniel experiences is so vivid and so unsettling that he wrote down the details.
Have you ever kept a dream diary or journal? Some people like to write down their dreams. My
daughter for example records her dreams (when she remembers them) in a notebook. She can pick it
up and read about her strange or puzzling dreams whenever she wishes. The important thing to
remember if you want to do this is to do it immediately. You need to record the details whilst they
are fresh. Preferably as soon as you awake. They fine details soon fade from memory and the dream
loses its clarity and becomes blurry.

So Daniel writes down the details so that nothing is lost. This means we can be sure that what we
are reading was indeed a part of his God given vision. I should note that the inclusion of the term
“main facts” means that we are not reading about all that Daniel witnessed. We might wish that
more information is given. We all wish there was more, and that what was given was more clearly
or precisely described. But as with many things in God's revelation we must be content with what
we have. Let us continue.
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2 Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven
were stirring up the Great Sea.

We begin now with the description of the vision. The first thing Daniel saw in his dream was the
sea. This was not a peaceful or calm sea. He saw the ocean being stirred or churned up by winds
blowing from the four cardinal directions (north east, south west). These winds were ultimately
being controlled by God (heaven).

If you are ever stuck for something to research you could spend some time looking through the
bible at God and His use of wind. You may be surprised to learn that there are more than 120
references in the Bible to wind. Of these over 50 percent of are related to events and ideas which
reflect the sovereignty and power of God. God often used the wind as a means to attain His ends
(Gen 8:1) or express His power in judgment (Rev. 7:1; 9:14-15). In the book of Daniel, wind is used
to represent the sovereign power of God. This is one of the major themes of this book.

We move next to consider the sea. We can be pretty certain that the mention of "the great sea" here
refers to the Mediterranean, not the smaller Red Sea or the Sea of Galilee. This seems like a safe
bet. Each one of the four empires mentioned in this vision had a geographical connection to the
Mediterranean Sea. Also as should be obvious Daniel had no knowledge or experience of the other
oceans of the world.

The ancient Hebrew people were not a sea faring nation. In fact, they had a particular terror when it
came to the ocean. They considered it to be dangerous, unpredictable and therefore to be avoided.
The fishermen of Israel rarely ventured out into the deep waters.

When it comes to scripture the “sea” is frequently employed as an image for the nations of the
world (Isa 17:12—13; 57:20; 60:5; Ezek 26:3). Even today we often refer to a mass or crowd of
people as being like a “sea of people.” So in ancient thinking the sea often represented, or was used
as a way to describe the great mass of humanity.

We can draw many parallels between the ocean and the nations of the world. Just as the ocean is
sometimes stormy, so the nations of the world are sometimes in confusion or even at war. And just
as the waves and currents of the ocean are often unpredictable or chaotic, so the course of world
history is beyond man’s ability to chart or predict. We do of course see recurring patterns but the
exact nature of how history will play out is impossible for us to predict.

When we consider history from a human point of view it might seem as if the nations of the world
work out their own destinies. But this is just an illusion. In truth the invisible winds of God blow
over the surface of the earth to accomplish His will in His own good time. Lest we never forget God
is sovereign over all the kingdoms of men. Let us read on.
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3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other.

As Daniel watches the churning sea he witnesses four great beasts rising up. Each as we shall see is
unique or different, but they share similar characteristics. All of them are fearsome or warlike in
some way. As we progress you will note that Daniel's vision parallels the dream seen by
Nebuchadnezzar back in chapter 2. King Nebuchadnezzar saw an impressive statue made of four
different materials (gold, silver, bronze and iron). As we noted back then the statue represented four
succeeding world empires. Let me briefly remind you of what they were.

The golden head of the statue represented the Babylonian empire. This empire was followed by the
the Medo-Persian empire represented by the arms and chest of silver. They in turn were superseded
by the Greek empire represented by the belly and thighs of brass. The fourth and final empire was
the Roman Empire. They are shown as being the legs of iron.

Now I want you to cast your minds back to how King Nebuchadnezzar saw this image. What did he
make of it? In case you have forgotten allow me to give you the exact description. This is what
Daniel says,

“You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendour
was excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome.” (Dan 2:31)
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King Nebuchadnezzar saw this statue as being awesome and wonderful. Something to stand back
and admire. It was made from desirable precious metals and shone and glittered in the sun. To
human eyes, the nations of the world are impressive and important. We look at the growth and
achievements of the great nations of history and we admire them. Nebuchadnezzar's vision then
represents the human perspective. The way we see and judge the world.

This is not God's viewpoint. This is not how He sees things. God is not impressed by the cruel and
merciless striving for power and glory so often manifested in human kings and leaders. He doesn't
see their efforts and achievements as great and glorious. He quite rightly sees these very same
kingdoms and what they represent as hideous beasts.

So in these two visions (Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel's) we have two very different perspectives on
the kingdoms mankind builds. The rulers of the world see their kingdoms as imposing, artistic
monuments fashioned from valuable metals. God on the other hand views the same kingdoms as
unnatural and depraved monsters that seek only blood and destruction.

Let us continue and see God's perspective on these four earthly kingdoms.
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4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched till its wings were plucked off; and
it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart
was given to it.

We see here that these four world empires are each represented by an animal or creature of some
kind. This is not that surprising. Throughout history, powerful nations have often been symbolized
using animals. It's highly desirable to be associated with a strong, fierce or powerful animal. No
country wants to be known as the guinea pig nation! The British Empire was symbolized by the
lion. The bear is a historic metaphor for Russia. The United States is frequently caricatured as an
eagle. And China is often depicted as a dragon. So let's look at the first animal that Daniel sees in
his vision.

The first animal Daniel sees is mostly like a lion, but with added eagle wings. It's a lion eagle
hybrid. The lion is the king of the animals, and the eagle is the king of the birds. The lion
symbolizes majesty the eagle power. Most, but not all scholars accept that this creature represents
the empire of Babylon. The golden head of the statue.

The winged lion was a symbol of ancient Babylon and the prophet Ezekiel likens Babylon to an
eagle (Ezek. 17:3-14). Archaeologists have discovered figures of winged lions in Nineveh, Nimrod,
and Persepolis. They guarded the gates of the Babylonians' royal palaces.

As Daniel watches the wings were plucked off and the lion was lifted up to stand on two feet like a
man. What's this all about? Well, let's remember Nebuchadnezzar. Some biblical writers had
compared him to a lion and an eagle (see Jer 4:7, Lam 4:19).

So this is most likely a reference to Neo-Babylons greatest king Nebuchadnezzar. The cropping of
the lion's wings may allude to the humiliation of Nebuchadnezzar (ch. 4). It could well be a
reference to when God afflicted this prideful man with seven years of madness. He effectively
became like a beast. And yet as we know following this period of humiliation the king looked up to
God and what happened? God lifted him literally from the mire and his man's heart and mind were
restored to him.

Alternatively it may refer to the deterioration of the Neo-Babylonian empire following his death.
The plucking of wings signifies defeat or a serious weakening. We know from history that
Nebuchadnezzar represented the high watermark of the Babylonian empire. So when he, the wings
were plucked off, the empire floundered and never recovered. Let us now turn to the next creature
to come up out of the sea.

4 38 Ese ARPE dZioH Sraio] Wi HREE o 000 o000 o OO0 O O o100
H= '50il 3500| Mo I ARge| DIES 2RIt

0PI Of Y| Miet M=0] 2424 OfH 52| etz Hoie|1 QELIEL Of= JFK| =2 k2 0| OFZLIEL SME
S0 Lot == T8 55 JEC= HRiELIFt ZE0H! AL =01 Hirkls 24E Oiie Mol it
Off Ligl 7 |L I =712 e[ #olX| BiEtEh THE M= ARIZ FEERELEE SAHOZ 2 Ok=
S22 00T, 02 =2lE, 220 =2 5 82= BARELIEE TR0 2o = X 2 B5S
OCCTTTT.

CHO| & A B RS2 ARPME 2= =2 | 27 IQSUIEE OO0 O h [ . o4
20| 200 E2 = Aol RILICH OO T (I I T oI 11 . CiEES| SKE= 0| =20
HIZE Mi=S Eel ] 20ISILICE =EZ 1A H0j| 2OI Aol =i Th2 |




Daniel: 27 — Daniel's vision of four beasts — Sermon Notes Page 9

nOC0 0O COCO0CETT |, OfRR OJAZR BiR=S S42 0 BigstsL (02 17:314). 2
RIS L9 W HEMERLOIN i 22 ARID) B3 St I 152 HiE 2120| 22 K
=1

CH-[A0] APARE S E7IPHES L ARP F 201 ARRIME = 22 SOl MELEE OP| 72 S5l =7t
Hiet 25 7|96l 2AICE 2F g8 MAIS2 IS ARRHS2 0 BIRELEL = 4.7, 0Ph4:19 2.
J2E2 OPE2 A HIRE Mm2| 718 PHicH & SRS otaet VIS 80| SLEL 232l Pibt el 22 =
| 285 A Bk= A = UELE 4 D). 222 ShiPi O] wWist 25 7 ERF 27 o AZEB ==
e S 72 = eI T Al BS1HE0| RS D20 F2PH D] O] =82 7RO
20i| 22 S-S HIRIERI £ 20| LOIELPIR SN S X 02 THE0A S0z bt 2o
A ARR| OlZman’s heart 1H FMS 255 FAELIEE

L= 19| =5 Of AHIZE M=2| 2EE 7R - RS 0000 00 O OO0 O O
Ct R2Ef= SME Soll SR SAPHHIRE M=o T IRiSS &1 Qe J2M 1201 =1 5 o0
7t EE M M2 2RI 23 oisK| RIRELEE OF| BICIoM 2212 CIg 2eS AH=AELH

5 “And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and had
three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: ‘Arise, devour much flesh!’

The second beast to suddenly appear resembles a bear. As we know the Babylonian empire fell to
the Medo-Persians. Therefore most scholars are again in agreement that the bear represents this
empire. They were the silver arms and chest on the statue.

We recognise the bear as a formidable beast. A very powerful and surprisingly quick predator.
Here's something to think about. In 2009 Usain Bolt set the 100-metre world record at a time of
9.58 seconds. It is a record that still stands today. During the race, he was clocked running as 27.8
mph. That's fast. Way faster than any bear can run. If you think that then I'm afraid you're wrong. A
grizzly bear can reach speeds of up to 35 mph. What's more a human being can only run at
maximum speed for a very short distance. A bear can maintain speeds of between 25-28 mph for up
to two miles. So reconsider if you think that you can run a way from a bear.

The Old Testament writers spoke of the bear as being the most formidable beast of prey in Palestine
after the lion. However it is also worth noting that in the ancient world the bear was not considered
to be as graceful as either lions or eagles. So the Medo-Persians were considered to be a powerful
empire but lacking the majesty or grandeur of the Babylonians.

We also learn the interesting detail that the bear is higher on one side than the other. This probably
reflects the fact that the Medes and the Persian were not equal partners in strength. Although they
were joined, and their union proved successful the Persians were always the more powerful and
dominant of the two.

The bear we read had three ribs in its mouth. There is considerable debate as to what they represent.
Many think that they symbolize the three notable cultures that the Medo-Persian empire would
eventually conquer (devour); Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon.

No doubt the pagan rulers of the Medo-Persian empire assumed that they were “consuming”
(conquering) other lands. That it was them in control. But as this verse reminds us they were only
doing this by divine appointment. The bear does not consume until it is commanded to do so. Who
is the one commanding or controlling the bear's appetite? God of course.

The Medo-Persian empire began in Daniel's lifetime and continued until the days of Alexander the
Great two centuries later. They are represented by the next animal to appear.
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6 “After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings
of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it.

You may have noticed that each subsequent beast is more hideous then the one before. The third
beast to appear is truly hideous. Many artists have tried over the centuries to depict these four
creatures, but I suspect they all fail in some measure to capture their true horror. This third beast
resembles a four headed leopard with four wings on it's back. It is a leopard bird hybrid. Leopards
are less majestic and ponderous than lions and bears. Their outstanding characteristics are their
speed, strength, and cunning.

The empire or kingdom symbolized by this beast is the Greek empire ruled initially by Alexander
the Great. They are represented on the dream statue by the bronze midsection.

Scripture makes note of leopards for their speed (Habakkuk 1:8). They can run at speeds up to 36
mph. But this leopard also has four wings on its back meaning it can travel at even greater speeds.

When it comes to speed the Greek empire spread rapidly. Alexander was noted for how quickly he
conquered territory from Egypt to India. The lightning character of his conquests was without
precedent in the ancient world. His impressive empire was built up in just 23 years. As you may be
aware Alexander died young. He was just 32 years of age. You may also be interested to learn about
where he died. He died in the palace of Nebuchadnezzar II in Babylon. When he died his empire
was divided up. So here we see the significance of the four heads.
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Upon Alexander's death in 323 BC the empire was initially split into four nations ruled by his
generals Cassander, Lysimachus, Seleucus, and Ptolemy. They immediately fell into infighting and
would eventually be overcome by the Roman Empire. This brings us neatly on to the fourth beast.
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7 “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible,
exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling
the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten
horns.

The first important thing for us to note here is that this beast doesn't correspond to any creature
Daniel knows. The other beasts resembled a lion, a bear and a leopard. But there is no creature in
the animal world to which the beast can be likened. No known animal is as vicious, destructive, or
ruthless as this fourth beast. This has of course given people artistic license over the centuries to
imagine all kinds of weird and wonderful creatures. Let me show you a few of the different ways
this thing has been imagined.

Daniel does tell us that the thing he saw emerging from the sea was dreadful, terrible and
exceedingly strong. We are to picture a creature that has no interest in construing, building or
developing things. All it desires is to smash and destroy. It uses its huge iron teeth, probably
symbolising its military to chew up and destroy everything in its path. Whatever it does not
chew up and spit out in little pieces, it pushes over and stomps with its feet for the sheer joy of
destruction. What a truly terrifying picture.

The fourth beast represents the Roman Empire. They were as you will recall the legs of iron on the
statue. The Roman Empire was as strong and enduring as iron and as uncompromising as a beast on
the rampage. As the invincible Roman armies swept across the ancient world they defeated nation
after nation. No one could resist them. They were ruthless in their destruction of civilizations and
peoples. They brutally killed captives by the thousands or sold them into slavery. They also had no
interest in raising the conquered nations to any higher level of development.
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All their designs were imperial. Their motto may well have been, “Let the nations be crushed and
stamped underfoot.”

Eventually their empire extended from the Atlantic Ocean east to the Caspian Sea and from North
Africa north to the Rhine and Danube Rivers. Egypt, Palestine, and Syria were all under Roman
domination

In contrast to the Greek empire, the steady expansion of the Roman Empire was slow. It began in
241 BC with the occupation of Sicily and gradually expanded throughout the whole Mediterranean
world. It formally ended, in the Western Roman Empire, in 410 AD when the Visigoths sacked
Rome.

Daniel then tells us that this beast was different to the ones before it. He does not specify in what
way it was different. We might suppose that its character and disposition was different to the other
creatures. They were powerful and dangerous, but they did not act with the cruel and merciless
abandon of this fourth beast. It's also worth noting that the Roman empire lasted far longer and had
a much greater cultural impact than the three preceding empires. We could even make a strong case
that we are still greatly influenced by the Roman world today.

The final detail we read about here regards the ten horns. In the ancient world horns expressed the
power and fearsomeness of an animal. The more horns an animal possessed the stronger it was. An
ordinary beast has two horns. This one has ten horns. In other words, its ability to attack, to gore, to
kill, and destroy is five times greater than anything known previously. Let us see what Daniel has to
say regarding the horns.
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8 I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among
them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this
horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous words.

As Daniel is taking in the ten horns an eleventh horn emerges between them. This smaller horn
watches as three of the existing horns are pulled, or plucked out. The uprooting of the three other
horns implies that the little horn has usurped their power. By now I am sure you have realised that
this horn is not the regular kind of horn that we might see on an animal. This horn represents
something else. We know this because it has the eyes of a man and a mouth. The existence of
human eyes represents intelligence.

From the horn's mouth come “pompous words.” The literal word used here can mean "boastings"
or possibly "big talk." Or to put it in modern parlance the little horn has many great things to say
about itself. Okay you may be asking at this point. What's this all about?

There is considerable disagreement as to what exactly is in view here. I will present you with what I
believe to be the correct interpretation. But I encourage you to do your own study and research
things for yourself.

The 10 horns describe 10 rulers or leaders who will arise in the future and reign simultaneously. I
am of course referring to end time tribulation events here. A time when we see a new Roman
Empire emerge. Now you may rightly point out that at present this seems most unlikely. The Roman
Empire no longer exists. It also seems improbable that Italy is about to become a major world
power. But this remember is a future prediction. So I believe that at some future time we will see a
“Revived or restored Roman Empire.” What exactly this looks like has not yet fully taken shape.

It seems probable that it will be based in Europe and will have connections or links to the old
Roman empire. This empire will have ten kings or leaders, but we do not know their exact identity
or even location. At some point the little horn emerges. This is a reference to the rise of the
Antichrist. He will usurp the power of three of these 10 rulers. The remaining seven will then give
their allegiance and backing to the Antichrist. The implication of all this is that terrible times are to
come. The future for humanity is a hideous global system ruled over by the most wicked and vile
leader imaginable.

Isn't it wonderful then to know that we have a saviour. Aren't you comforted to know that the Lord
Jesus Christ will return to collect you before all this takes place. If you do not know Jesus
personally do not delay. Go to God now in prayer, confess that you are sinner and that you repent of
that sin. Tell Him that you want to place your faith in Christ alone for your salvation. Trust in Him
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and Him alone, and He will guarantee to rescue you from the terrors to come.

Next week Lord willing we will continue on with Daniel's vision.
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Lessons to learn
I have two lessons drawn from today's passage.
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1 Seeing things from God's viewpoint

When we compare Nebuchadnezzar's statue vision in chapter 2 with what we've just read in chapter
7 we get an interesting contrast. King Nebuchadnezzar as we noted was awed by the statue. It
wowed or impressed him. The empires and achievements of men were, from his perspective
something to be admired. However when we get God's perspective as outlined in chapter 7 we get a
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very different picture. When God looks at how human beings kill, conquer and devour one another
purely for their own greed, fame or fortune He is not impressed. He sees things for what they truly
are. They are monstrous, or beastly acts committed by evil and sin infested people.

Let us take the example of North Korea. They do love a military parade. When we see the goose-
stepping soldiers in their beautiful uniforms should we think it's great? When the tanks and the
missile launchers rumble past should we applaud? Of course not because we know that this charade
is built upon the misery and suffering of the people. It's exactly the same with the empires of the
past. They got rich and wealthy by enslaving the people and being brutal. On the surface we might
admire their achievements but at their core they are rotten.

So how are we to look at the world and all it contains. We have two sets of lenses we could wear.
Naturally we are drawn to the human eyes through which we see the world. Wearing these lenses
we are drawn into the material or fleshly desires of most people. We see people as things to exploit
and abuse. We see life as being about material things. We judge success in terms of wealth, status
and possessions. When we see things as God does we realise that these things are not important.
That in the scheme of eternity they do not matter. May we all strive to realise this, and try to see
things from God's viewpoint.
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2 It's all in God's hands

When we look back across the expanse of human history what do we see? We see that empires
come and go. One empire arises, has its moment in the sun and is then conquered by another. Some
last longer and shine more brightly than others but ultimately they all end in the same way. Human
beings scheme and plot. Generals sit around tables and plan how they will capture this or that. What
they fail to realise is all these things lie in God's mighty hands. God permitted the Babylonians,
Persians, Greeks and Romans to succeed. Likewise, He called time when He determined their time
was up.

The same holds true today. If we take God out of the equation the modern world is a very scary
place. Are we on the brink of some terrible calamity? Is the future bleak and hopeless? Without
God, it is. But we place our faith in a sovereign God. He sits above all things. Nothing surprises or
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alarms Him. So let us take comfort knowing that all thing rest in God's hands. Nothing happens
without Him allowing or permitting it. Furthermore as His precious children we have His promise
that He will protect and save us. Therefore we have no need to be fearful or concerned. Remember
it all in God's hands.
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