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Daniel: 26 — Sermon Notes

Title: “Darius honours God”
Scripture: Daniel 6:24-28

Date preached: December 8™ 2024

Scripture: Daniel 6:24-28

24 And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had accused Daniel,
and they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and their wives; and the lions
overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom
of the den.

25 Then King Darius wrote:
To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth:
Peace be multiplied to you.

26 I make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble and fear before
the God of Daniel.

For He is the living God,

And steadfast forever;

His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed,
And His dominion shall endure to the end.

27 He delivers and rescues,

And He works signs and wonders

In heaven and on earth,

Who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
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Review

Before we look at today's passage which bring to a close the story of Daniel in the lion's den let's
review what we looked at last time.

King Darius the Persian ruler over Babylon had been persuaded (tricked) to sign a new law into
existence. This new law was actually devised as a means to trap Daniel. The other governors and
satraps were envious of Daniel's success. This law was to give them an excuse to have Daniel
removed permanently from the scene. The new law stated that King Darius alone was to be prayed
to (worshipped) as if he were a god for one month. Anyone who disobeyed this law faced the death
penalty. The Babylonians had put lawbreakers into a fiery furnace. The Persians preferred to throw
their lawbreakers into a pit of hungry lions. What would Daniel do when confronted by this new
decree?
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Daniel as we have seen repeatedly was a faithful Jew. Someone who would never compromise on
his faith. This meant that he could not in good conscience bow down to, or worship any other god
or man. His devotion and worship must be centred upon Yahweh and Yahweh alone. It also meant
that he could not compromise or alter his worship practices to accommodate the Persian law. So
upon hearing this news Daniel continued with his daily habit of prayer. It was his habit to open his
windows and pray three times a day facing Jerusalem. This was exactly what those conspiring
against him expected. He was arrested and taken to jail to await execution.

King Darius was deeply distressed to learn what had happened. He valued Daniel as a loyal subject,
and probably as a friend. However the law of the Medes and Persians was his master. Even as king
he could not change or amend what he had signed into existence. Daniel's fate is sealed.

He is led to the entrance to the pit. As he is about to be thrown in Darius tells him that he believes
the God he serves can save him. With those words ringing in his ears Daniel is tossed inside, and
the entrance is sealed. From here the writer takes us to the royal palace. Daniel's fate is left in
limbo. Our attention shifts to the king. He seems to be the one in torment. Deeply troubled by what
has happened due to his foolish act he spends a restless night. He paces around the palace and
refuses any form of entertainment or diversion that might normally soothe him. As the long night
drags on he fasts, and possibly even prays that God might spare His faithful servant Daniel. At first
light the king rushes to the pit.

When he arrives he calls out to Daniel in a lamenting voice inquiring whether God had spared him.
Probably to his great surprise Daniel replies. He tells the king that God had sent an angel to shut the
mouths of the lions. Or to put it another way, Daniel affirms that he was the recipient of a miracle.
Normally as we know from wildlife documentaries hungry carnivores devour any flesh they can
sink their teeth into. But not on this occasion, God prevented them from acting in the natural way of
lions. It can therefore only be described as act of the supernatural, something that only God is
capable of achieving.

We don't know whether Daniel spent a comfortable night surrounded by these animals, but we do
know that he was not harmed in any way. Daniel tells the king why it was that God had spared him.
It was because he was innocent of any wrong-doing. Daniel of course was not suggesting that he
was a perfect man. A man without sin. But he was saying that he had strived to live a good and
righteous life before God. He had endeavoured to stay faithful and not compromise.

Most importantly he had tried to remain obedient to the laws of God and not the laws of man. God,
it seems approved of his choices and rewarded his courage by delivering him from the lions.
Furthermore Daniel reminds the king that he has not been disloyal to him. He had done nothing to
disrespect the king or attempt to overthrow him. The king had no reason to fear him or seek to
punish him for any wrong-doing.

King Darius is overjoyed that Daniel is alive.

He commands that Daniel be brought up out of the pit. Today we will conclude the story and see
how Darius responds to all that has happened.
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24 And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had accused Daniel, and
they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and their wives; and the lions
overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom of
the den.

Imagine if you will the atmosphere that must have been felt around Babylon when news of what
had happened to Daniel spread. I'm sure there was a real buzz of excitement in the air. In every
shop, marketplace, drinking establishment and on every street every people spoke of how Daniel
had been miraculously spared.

We might at times wonder why God does the things He does. Why for example did He not step in
and prevent Daniel being thrown into the pit in the first place? I'm sure this is what Daniel would
have preferred. Well, possibly because by preserving him until morning in a pit of ferocious lions
God received far greater glory. Daniel's story had a far greater impact on those ancient people. This



Daniel: 26 — Darius honours God: Sermon Notes Page 4

should not surprise us. The story of Daniel, “taken to, but not thrown into the lions den” doesn't
really capture our interest. It lacks that dramatic impact! As human beings we are frequently drawn
to the grand, the awesome and the spectacular. The same thing applies when it comes to signs and
wonders. If Jesus had fed 5 people instead of 5000 it would not have been so impressive.

We would do well to remember that all biblical signs and wonders are intended to encourage us to
look beyond the sign itself. To ask where this sign originated, and to consider who has the power to
bring about this amazing act. This is certainly what happened to Darius. But that's to come later.
Let's get back to the story.

Not all however were overjoyed to see Daniel being pulled out of the pit unharmed. Those whose
lies and treachery had seen him thrown into the pit had much to fear. It seems that almost
immediately Darius calls for those who had plotted against Daniel to be arrested and brought to the
pit. The king was clearly enraged by the scheming of those who had tried to trick him into having
Daniel killed. We are not told how many men were arrested. It seems unlikely that his vengeance
included all 122 officials (governors and satraps). It would have created a catastrophic power
vacuum to have all these men killed at one time.

So in all probability he selected only the ring-leaders. Only those who personally concocted the
perverse law. The arrests we note did not stop with those men who had conspired against Daniel, it
extended to their wives and children. They would all face a similar punishment. They would all be
thrown to the lions. This is a case of what is known in Latin as lex talionis (law of retaliation). In
common parlance we describe this law as being, “An eye for an eye, or a tooth for a tooth.” Simply
stated it implies that the punishment should be proportionate to the crime. These men had been
quite happy to throw Daniel to the hungry lions isn't it fair that they face the same fate.

Now you may stop me at this point and ask about the “guilt” of the wives and children. Whilst it
may be true that the men had conspired against Daniel what about the innocent wives and children.
Isn't killing them unjust and cruel?

You may be surprised to learn that the fate of the conspirators and their families is in harmony with
Old Testament understandings of family solidarity in guilt and punishment. It was widely accepted,
and seen as normal that families should perish with offenders.

Guilt was thought to affect a whole social group, especially the family. We see this is in the biblical
examples of Korah (Num 16), Achan (Josh 7), Saul's house (2 Sam 21:1-9) and Haman (Est 9:13,
25).

Let me briefly tell you the story of Korah to illustrate the concept of familial guilt. Korah was a
contemporary of Moses. He is infamous for leading a rebellion against Moses and Aaron. He
believed that Moses thought too highly of himself and was “lording” it over the people. He led a
rebellion against God's chosen leader. That's not a wise thing to do. Korah's punishment was that he,
along with his entire family and all those that supported him were swallowed up by the ground. You
can read the story in its entirety in Numbers 16.

But this is not the full or complete story. We also see as a part of the Mosaic Law a modifying of
this former tradition. A modification that is much fairer. Let me read to you from the book of
Deuteronomy.

“Fathers shall not be put to death for zheir children, nor shall children be put to death for
their fathers; a person shall be put to death for his own sin. (Deuteronomy 24:16)

This is rightly how we judge sin today. Our children are not guilty of our sins simply through
familial association. Though they may suffer the consequences of our sins they will not be judged
by God for what we have done.

However with all these things said let us not lose sight of the fact that king Darius was not a Jew.
He did not live under the Mosaic Law. Under Persian law all those connected to the guilty person
were deemed equally guilty. They also required entire families be put to death for crimes against the
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nation. Seen from their point of view such a harsh law makes sense.

Any surviving family member may seek retribution or revenge. Far better they would have said to
kill everyone and not have to worry about someone coming back for vengeance in the future. It also
served as an effective warning to any potential trouble-makers. Don't stir up trouble or this could
happen to you.

So the king gathers them all these people together, and they are thrown down into the lion's pit. I
spoke in a previous sermon about how liberal bible scholars try to explain the away the miraculous
events of the bible. The lions they claimed were old, weak, tired and lacking appetite. Well, that's
not what we see here. Those thrown in are overpowered and ripped to shreds before they even reach
the bottom of the pit. So much for those feeble old lions! Let's continue.
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25 Then King Darius wrote: To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth:
Peace be multiplied to you.

Let me ask you a question. What thing or issue is so important to you that you would be willing to
stand up in front of people and make a public announcement or declaration? It would have to be
something so vitally important that you feel compelled to speak out.

For some today it is the climate. Or to be more precise the so called “climate emergency.” These
people, and there are many of them have been so thoroughly brainwashed that they really believe
we face an existential crisis. The end of the world is nigh! Unless we go back to living in caves
we're all doomed. You may be unaware that the English language newspaper the Korean Herald has
a count-down climate clock on its website. According to this clock we have just 4 years and 240
“ish” days remaining!

Perhaps you are very passionate about a sports team or pop group. Maybe you would relish the
opportunity to stand up and tell us all about how great they are.
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I hope though that the thing you are most passionate about is your love for the Lord Jesus Christ. |
hope that you are most eager to share the gospel message with others.

We see here that King Darius has been deeply impacted by what has happened. Think for a moment
about how he might have reacted to the miracle of Daniel's survival. He might have remained silent,
and not shared what he has come to realise with others. This though was not what he chose to do.
He recognised that what he had personally witnessed was not something to keep a secret. It had to
be publicly proclaimed to his people. It was important they heard this news and acted upon it.
Therefore the king set down on paper a message that was to be taken and read to all the people of
Babylon.

The observant among you might have noticed a recurring pattern in the Book of Daniel. On each
occasion after God has revealed His power the respective king responds with an expression of
praise. We saw it with King Nebuchadnezzar at the ends of chapters 3 (3:28-29) and 4 (4:37). We
see it again here with King Darius. On each occasion the king feels compelled to acknowledge the
awesome power and might of the God of Israel. Darius' decree however surpasses either of the two
issued by Nebuchadnezzar.

Another interesting point to note is that the king issues two decrees in chapter 6. In the first he
declares himself to be a “god.” Now in the second he will declare that the God of Israel is the true
and living God. Again in the Book of Daniel the notion of transformation following divine
revelation becomes apparent. King Nebuchadnezzar was humbled due to God's revelation. Darius
too is not left unchanged by what he has witnessed. Far from it. He wants everyone to hear the news
he has to impart. Let us read on and see what the king has to say.
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26 I make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble and fear before
the God of Daniel.

For He is the living God,

And steadfast forever;

His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed,

And His dominion shall endure to the end.

The first thing we note is that this decree is to be read and observed by everyone who lived under
the king's authority. This was a vast area. We should assume that many of the people living out in
the towns and villages had not heard about the God of Israel. So Darius is setting out who this God
is and how He is to be properly understood.

This remember was coming from a pagan king and yet as we shall soon discover his theology, his
understanding of God was remarkably precise and accurate. I should note before moving on that as
with King Nebuchadnezzar we cannot be absolutely certain what Darius thought about Yahweh. For
example, he does not indicate explicitly that Daniel's God is the only god. He may well have
believed that Yahweh was just a powerful god who existed along with many other gods. He also
does not command people to set aside other idols. They can continue to worship a range of gods
providing they acknowledge the God of Israel.

What he does stress is that the Lord worshipped by Daniel should be honoured and respected by all.
Darius believed that Yahweh should be recognized as a God of great power and glory, and as a
result was worthy of universal reverence.

The king's decree starts by reminding us of how we should stand before God. We must stand before
him in awe. In a state of fear and trembling. It's perhaps not a concept widely taught or
appreciated today. In the modern church we prefer to think of God as being a loving and benevolent
father figure. You might be surprised therefore to learn that around 100 bible verses remind us of
the need to fear God.

Certainly God does want us to love Him, but he also expects us to have the proper level and awe,
reverence and respect for Him. We are to think rightly about the sovereign God of the universe who
holds all things in His mighty hands.

This attitude is the right foundation upon which to build our theology.

Next we read that He is the living God. He is the author of and giver of life. The stone and metal
idols worshipped by the pagans were simply useless trinkets. They possessed no real power because
there was nothing of substance behind them. Daniel's God had shown through His engagement with
the world that He is alive and well. He can and does interact with His creation.

We also learn that He is steadfast forever. John Gill in his commentary of this verse states it as
follows,

“He (God) is everlasting and unchangeable, permanent and immutable in his nature; steady and
steadfast in his purposes and promises, in his conduct in the government of the world, and in the
course of his providence.”
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How very different God sounds when compared to the fickle and changeable gods worshipped by
the pagans. The gods they worshipped were frequently capricious, petty vindictive and cruel. None
of these descriptions apply to the God of Israel.

Darius then reminds us that God's kingdom is indestructible. It will never be destroyed and God's
reign will endure forever. Other earthly kingdoms and rulers come and go, but not God and His
kingdom. How true. In the future all the kingdoms of man will be gone. The only kingdom that will
exist will be Gods.

Let us continue.
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27 He delivers and rescues,

And He works signs and wonders

In heaven and on earth,

Who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.

As we have seen through the early chapters of Daniel God does indeed deliver and rescue. He saved
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from the fiery furnace and Daniel from the lion's den. King
Darius had only heard about the fiery furnace, but he had been an eye-witness to what had happened
with the lion's den. He knew that there was no natural way to explain how Daniel had not been torn
apart by the lions. The next morning these same savage beasts who had “ignored” Daniel had
destroyed the conspirators and their families. How can you explain such an event? It could only be
explained away as an act of God; a miracle or a sign and wonder. This as I have told you on many
occasions in the past is the purpose of miracles.

We are not intended to just admire the miracle itself or those who are impacted by the miracle and
move on. This is not their purpose. Darius was not to just think to himself, “Wasn't it strange that
those normally ferocious lions didn't harm Daniel.” No, he was supposed to think deeply on the
matter and consider who lay behind this sign or wonder. All those throughout the bible who
witnessed miracles were expected to ask a similar question, who has the power to do such a thing?

The same thing applies to the miracles performed by our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. During the
3 years of His public ministry here on earth Jesus provided many examples of supernatural power.
These were meant to serve as evidence that He is the Son of God. They inspired those with open
hearts to search for further reasons to believe in Him.

It's worth taking a moment before we close our study of chapter 6 to consider who gets the glory in
this chapter.

Is it Daniel? There is much for us to admire and respect about Daniel. He models great courage and
commitment to God. He refused to ever compromise on issues of his faith. So whilst we should read
and learn from his example he is not the one worthy of any glory. Why you might ask is this the
case? The answer I hope is obvious. It's simply because Daniel could not save himself. God gets all
the glory because He is the one who saved Daniel. It was God who delivered Daniel from the power
of the lions. It is God therefore who deserves all the glory. Let us conclude our study today by
looking at verse 28.
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28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

Chapter six concludes by telling us that Daniel's story did not come to a close at this point in
history. We don't know a great deal about what he did but we know that he continued to work.
Despite being an old man he still had much to give. King Darius recognised his abilities and
continued to employ him. As I have said before scholars disagree on the exact identification of
Darius. My own understanding is that he was one of Cyrus the Great's generals. A man by the name
of Gubaru. He ruled as a viceroy over what had been Babylon for about two years before he died.
Upon his death King Cyrus took over. Daniel it seems found equal favour with King Cyrus. Given
his previous track record this should not surprise us. Daniel always proved to be a loyal and devoted
worker. He served Cyrus faithfully for a short time. After this Daniel apparently retired from public
service and gave himself to Bible study and prayer. We know that he received the revelations of
chapters 10-12 in the third year of Cyrus (Da 10:1). Apparently it was also during his retirement that
he revised his memoirs and wrote the book we are studying in this series.

And so our study of chapter 6 comes to an end.

Back in the introduction to this series I told you that the Book of Daniel can be divided into two.
Part one which comprises chapters 1-6 contains narrative accounts, or stories detailing the lives and
experiences of Daniel and his friends in Babylon. Part two which comprises chapters 7 to 12
contains prophetic oracles and apocalyptic visions. We will make that switch next Sunday Lord
willing as we begin our examination of chapter 7.

Before we finish however let me highlight a few important lessons we can learn from chapter 6.
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Lessons to learn
I have highlighted five lessons for us to learn from chapter 6.
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Lesson 1 - If vou follow God vou will face opposition

At the start of chapter 6, we see that Daniel was respected and appreciated as a good and godly
man. His actions were always intended to reflect God and not to bring attention to himself or to
glorify anyone around him. When rumours began to circulate that Daniel might be promoted it
stirred up jealousy and anger. There were many Persian leaders that didn't want to see this godly
man succeed. They strove to bring him down.

We should never forget that we are living and operating in enemy territory. In first John we read

We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. (1
John 5:19)

This means to put it simply the world we live in is controlled by Satan and those who align with
him. We must therefore expect hostility. Satan hates God and those who are faithful to Him. This
was the real reason that these men came against Daniel. They knew he was a godly righteous man
and therefore they wanted to bring him down.

We should expect similar treatment. If we are known as followers of Christ then we will face
opposition. This opposition may take many forms. It's unlikely that we will face being thrown to
lions. Though Christians in many countries do face severe persecution and even death. Please keep
these brothers and sister in your prayers. The opposition we face may be different. It may be more
sneaky or subtle.

We need therefore to be ready and prepared for when this opposition occurs. As the saying goes,
forewarned is forearmed. If you know about something before it happens, you can be prepared. It
won't take you by surprise. We prepare ourselves by walking closely with God, and by putting on
the full armour of God. Only when we are fully dressed and prepared are we ready to face the
enemy. Let us learn this lesson from the life of Daniel. Let us be ready and prepared to face the
opposition.
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Lesson 2 - No matter what comes vour way. never give up on God

When the decree went out that only the king could be worshipped Daniel had quite a difficult to
decision to make. Stay true to worshipping God or worship the king and save his life.

Daniel decided that he would continue to place his life in God’s hands. No matter what happened he
would not compromise his faith.

The Apostle Paul described the Christian life as a race. It's a long and at times difficult race. There
are many ups and downs. Times when we think it might be easier just to give up. Perhaps Daniel
was tempted for just a moment to think like this. Taken as a young man by force to live in exile.
Being made to take an ungodly name and live in the manner of pagans. Having to face hostility for
his beliefs. We would not blame him for wanting to give up.

But Daniel models for us true courage and conviction. No matter what came his way he never
compromised or gave in. He never lost faith in God or thought that he must face life's difficulties
alone.

In our Christian lives we too will encounter difficulties. These might include a crisis of faith, family
issues, illness, financial worries the list goes on. At such times let us look to the lesson of Daniel
and never give up. Let us remember that God is always there by our side.
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Lesson 3 - Seek to set an example of faithfulness

How did King Darius respond when news that Daniel had been caught violating his law? Scripture
tells us that the king was displeased with himself and did everything he could to prevent Daniel’s
death from happening. He spent a sleepless night fasting, and possibly even praying.

It's interesting for us to spend a moment thinking about why the king reacted in this way. Why go to
these extremes for a foreign worker. It certainly appears to be the case that Daniel had made a very
favourable impression on him. As someone devoted to God Daniel sought to honour God in all he
did. As a result of him living out his faith Daniel had positively impacted those around him.

We should learn from his example. We should want people to notice that we are different or special.
This means that we are to be hard working, loyal, honest and committed. We should behave in this
way because we are followers of Christ, and we want Him to be glorified in the things we do. Let us
all then seek to set an example of faithfulness.
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Lesson 4 - Trust in the power of prayer

In chapter 6 we see the power of prayer in practice. When the decree was passed what was the first
thing Daniel did? He returned to his room and prayed. Did he suspect that he was being spied upon?
We don't know, but I suspect it would not have changed what he did. For Daniel prayer came before
anything else. He knew from experience the power of prayer. He fully trusted that God not only
heard but also answered his prayers.

We might also speculate whether King Darius prayed. Was his fasting accompanied by prayer? We
are not told explicitly but its a possibility.

So yet again we learn an important lesson from Daniel. We are reminded, and many of us need
reminding of the true power of prayer. Too often we think of prayer as an after-thought. Something
we turn to when we have exhausted everything else we can think of to do. Too often we really fail
to take prayer seriously. We rush through a quick prayer in the morning or before our eyes close in
sleep. May we then learn the lesson from Daniel. May we trust completely in the power of prayer.
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Lesson 5 - Only the impossible can happen with God

When King Darius arrived at first light at the lions’ den he was astonished to find that Daniel was
not only alive but also unharmed. There was no rational explanation for this. Darius was not a fool
like some of the liberal biblical scholars today. He knew that people thrown into a pit with a pack of
hungry lions don't make it out alive, not to mention without a scratch. Darius knew that the only
possible explanation was that this was an act of God. We call such things a miracle.

On the website Got Questions they provide the following definition of a miracle.

“An event that involves the direct and powerful action of God, transcending the ordinary laws of
nature and defying common expectations of behaviour.”

A true miracle is something only God can do. This is because only God can do the impossible. We,
as creatures are bound by the natural laws that God has put in place. Can I walk on water? I wish I
could, but the surface of water cannot support my weight.

People often ask whether God is still performing miracles today. The answer is a resounding yes,
He is. But, we should probably not expect the same kinds of miracles that we see in the bible. We
also should probably not see them as being the normal, or natural way for God to operate today.
Today we have the revelation of scripture to stand upon. Therefore we do not need miracles in quite
the same way those in New Testament times needed them. However we must never deny that God
can, and still on occasion does do the impossible. As scripture tells us,

But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.” (Matt 19:26)Daniel clearly knew this and placed his complete trust in God.
We would do well to follow his lead. This means that in practical terms we believe that God can do
what to humans seems impossible. When we are faced by an unsurmountable issue or problem we
do not despair. We put our faith in God. May none of us ever forget that we love and worship a God
who can do the impossible.
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	When King Darius arrived at first light at the lions’ den he was astonished to find that Daniel was not only alive but also unharmed. There was no rational explanation for this. Darius was not a fool like some of the liberal biblical scholars today. He knew that people thrown into a pit with a pack of hungry lions don't make it out alive, not to mention without a scratch. Darius knew that the only possible explanation was that this was an act of God. We call such things a miracle.
	On the website Got Questions they provide the following definition of a miracle.
	A true miracle is something only God can do. This is because only God can do the impossible. We, as creatures are bound by the natural laws that God has put in place. Can I walk on water? I wish I could, but the surface of water cannot support my weight.
	People often ask whether God is still performing miracles today. The answer is a resounding yes, He is. But, we should probably not expect the same kinds of miracles that we see in the bible. We also should probably not see them as being the normal, or natural way for God to operate today. Today we have the revelation of scripture to stand upon. Therefore we do not need miracles in quite the same way those in New Testament times needed them. However we must never deny that God can, and still on occasion does do the impossible. As scripture tells us,
	5과 – 오직 하나님만이 불가능한 일을 행할 수 있습니다

