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10 “These were the visions of my head while on my bed:

I was looking, and behold, A tree in the midst of the earth, And its height was great.

11 The tree grew and became strong; Its height reached to the heavens,

And it could be seen to the ends of all the earth.

12 Its leaves were lovely, Its fruit abundant, And in it was food for all.

The beasts of the field found shade under it, The birds of the heavens dwelt in its branches,
And all flesh was fed from it.

13 “I saw in the visions of my head while on my bed, and there was a watcher, a holy one,
coming down from heaven. 14 He cried aloud and said thus:

‘Chop down the tree and cut off its branches,

Strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the beasts get out from under it,

And the birds from its branches.

15 Nevertheless leave the stump and roots in the earth, Bound with a band of iron and
bronze, In the tender grass of the field. Let it be wet with the dew of heaven,

And /et him graze with the beasts On the grass of the earth.

16 Let his heart be changed from that of a man, Let him be given the heart of a beast,
And let seven times pass over him.

17 ‘This decision is by the decree of the watchers, And the sentence by the word of the holy
ones, In order that the living may know That the Most High rules in the kingdom of men,
Gives it to whomever He will, And sets over it the lowest of men.’

18 “This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now you, Belteshazzar, declare its
interpretation, since all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known to me the
interpretation; but you are able, for the Spirit of the Holy God is in you.”
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Before we look at today's portion of scripture let's take a moment to remind ourselves of where we
are in the story.

Last week we looked at the opening to chapter 4. As I pointed out to you chapter 4 is a unique part
of scripture. This is because what we are reading here is king Nebuchadnezzar's personal record of
what happened. This is his eyewitness testimony (autobiographical account) of what he
experienced. This testimony was either dictated to a scribe, or most likely written down by the king
himself. This letter was to be sent out to all the provinces of his empire for everyone to read. The
king had a particular purpose in mind for recording his experiences. He wanted everyone that he
ruled over to know what the Most High God had done in his life. It was simply too astounding to
keep hidden from the world. To put it simply the king could not keep quiet about what God had
done,

I may have told you before the story about the father of one of my school friends. He was a very
nice, friendly and outgoing man. A talented musician and singer who was very active in the local
community. He was respected and well regarded by all. I visited and stayed at my friend's house on
many occasions and often spent time chatting with, and interacting with his father. Unfortunately
this man died quite young. Shortly after his death one of his friends created a webpage as a kind of
memorial to him. It contained all the things you'd expect. It spoke of his hobbies, his interests and
his many achievements. However I remember being quite surprised when I read it to discover that
apparently he was a deeply committed Christian. Actually surprised is a too mild a word, in fact I
was stunned to learn that his Christian faith was very important to him.

Why you might ask was I so stunned. Well, my surprise stemmed from the fact that in all the years I
had known and interacted with him he had never once spoken of, or indicated in any way that he
was a Christian. I'd never seen him pray, read a bible or even speak on a faith related issue. Now of
course we do not know the true nature of people's hearts. It's certainly not our place to judge. That is
something known only to God. So he may well have been a devoted, albeit quiet follower of Christ.
He may have loved the Lord Jesus Christ with a fervent inner passion. But I do wonder a little about
the whole idea of being a silent, or secret Christian. Something about that whole concept seems
amiss to me. Doesn't it seem to go against what the bible tells us. Aren't we commanded to go into
the world and tell people the good news?

And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.
(Mark 16:15)

As followers of Christ we are in possession of the most amazing and glorious news. Why would we
want to keep it a secret and not share it? King Nebuchadnezzar certainly didn't want to keep it a
secret. He wanted to share his news with all the world.

He begins his account by outlining his purpose in writing. He is writing in order to declare the
wonders of the Most High God. He then goes on to say that whilst he was relaxing in the comfort of
his palace he experienced a strange and puzzling dream. This is of course not the first time this has
occurred. But what is not really made clear in the text is just how much time has passed. It's easy
for us to read through chapters and books of the bible and think that the events are happening in
close sequential order. This is not always the case. As I said last time the events of chapter 4
probably took place when the king was an old man. Nearing the end of his life and around 30 years
after the last dream and the fiery furnace incident.

As with the first dream Nebuchadnezzar seeks insight and understanding from his wise men. He
calls all of his astrologers, magicians, soothsayers and occultists together. They are unable to
interpret the dream. Finally, Daniel, the chief of the magicians arrives at the palace.
Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges that Daniel is special. Unlike his other wise and learned men Daniel
has the Spirit of God inside him. This means that the king is fully confident that he can successfully
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interpret the dream.

Today account consists of the king explaining in detail the various elements of his dream.
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10 “These were the visions of my head while on my bed:

I was looking, and behold,
A tree in the midst of the earth,
And its height was great.

The king then begins to describe his dream. As he lay on his bed in a state of dreaming these are the
things he saw. The main component of the dream was a massive tree. Now we are accustomed to
being surrounded by many trees. But this was not the case for those living in many parts of the
middle east. Environmental conditions in many parts of Palestine and Babylon meant that trees
were not a common feature in the landscape. As a result of this trees were seen as being rare and
precious. For this reason they came to be considered as sacred and special. Groves of trees were
often thought to be the dwelling places of the gods.

The tree that Nebuchadnezzar saw stood in the midst or at the centre of the earth. This speaks to the
importance of this tree. It is not one of many similar type trees. It is the most important and
influential tree in this dream landscape. The image we are to conjuror in our minds here is of a
massive tree dominating its environment.

Do you have a favourite tree?

A tree that you find to be particularly majestic or arresting in some way. [ was interested to discover
as I researched this topic that many countries officially designate a national tree. How you might
ask is this one particular tree chosen? Well, perhaps this is the tree that most readily comes to mind
when people are asked about a representative tree. Or maybe this tree is the one the people think is
the most beautiful tree in their country. Maybe the tree, its wood or fruit have special cultural
relevance. There may then be many reasons why a particular tree is chosen.
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All of those trees were beautiful or impressive in their own way. So which tree might have appealed
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to king Nebuchadnezzar? Of course, we can only speculate but I wonder if it was a cedar tree. King
Nebuchadnezzar would have been very familiar with the mighty cedars of Lebanon. These thick
broad trees can reach a height of 40 meters and can live for up to 1000 years! We know from the
bible that cedar wood was highly prized. The wealthy favoured them in construction due to their
beautiful red colour, the aroma they give off and their strength and durability.

King David used cedar wood to build his palace, and his son Solomon used the wood in the
construction of the temple (2 Chronicles 2:3—10). So perhaps it is a giant cedar tree appearing in the
king's dream. We might also note here in regard to the cedars of Lebanon that they were commonly
known as the "king of trees." This is because they are the biggest and mightiest of all the tree
species that grow in Bible lands. Most other trees in that region are relatively small and
unimpressive. Not so the cedar tree. It's a tree that stands strong and mighty.

One other point to make in regard to trees is that it was common among ancient peoples to describe
their rulers or nations as trees. In the Bible, trees frequently serve as metaphors or symbols for kings
and their respective kingdoms. One of the best examples of this is in Ezekiel chapter 17. In this
chapter we are presented with an interesting riddle. In the riddle a great eagle (symbolizing
Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar) takes the top off of a cedar tree (representing Judah’s King
Jehoiachin).
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11 The tree grew and became strong;

Its height reached to the heavens,
And it could be seen to the ends of all the earth.

Here we see that the size and strength of the tree are emphasised. The tree stretches up towards the
heavens and is immense size means it is visible from all around.

The tallest tree in the world today can be found in the Redwood National Park in California. The
tree named Hyperion reaches a height of 116 metres and is said to be between 600 to 800 years old.

Some sceptics quibble here and argue that on a spherical earth no single object, no matter how tall
would be visible to all the earth. Obviously we know this to be true. But we should remind such
critics that what we are reading here is dream language. This is what the king dreamt, therefore it's
not intended to represent reality. Dreams as we all know often stretch and distort reality.

We can be running though a jungle one moment and suddenly find ourselves sitting on a sofa in the
next. Our subconscious minds work in incredible ways.

So its important for us to look beyond the tree itself and recognise that it represents or stands
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symbolically for something else. I'm sure you've already guessed that the tree represents the king,
and the Babylonian empire over which he is the head. So the important take-away at this point in
the dream is that this tree is impressive, well known and highly revered. It occupies a place or
position of prominence.

As we have noted before king Nebuchadnezzar was an extremely successful ruler. Under his
guidance and leadership the empire of Babylon had expanded greatly. This means that at this time in
world history it was the dominant empire. All the world, or at least all the world that was aware of
Babylon knew of its strength and power. Other empires had existed before Babylon but none of
them had attained the magnitude or splendour of Babylon.
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12 Its leaves were lovely,

Its fruit abundant,

And in it was food for all.

The beasts of the field found shade under it,
The birds of the heavens dwelt in its branches,
And all flesh was fed from it.

We are told here that this tree was rich and bountiful. It was not only beautiful in appearance but
also highly productive and useful. The fruit it produced provided food. The shade it offered was
good for animals (the beasts) and its branches were a safe refuge for the birds. As the Babylonian
empire grew it embraced a whole range of people groups represented here by the “beasts” and the
“birds.” All of these diverse people groups fell under the Babylonian umbrella and were able to
flourish and prosper. This is the ultimate aim for all kings (rulers), or at least it ought to be. They
should want their people to be happy, well fed and as a result to flourish. When this objective is
achieved the population is content and productive and things run smoothly.

As we just noted the tree represented the king and the empire over which he ruled. So let us think
about how this description applies to Babylon. The city of Babylon and by extension the whole
Babylonian empire was well managed and highly productive. It is located as you can see on the map
along the fertile crescent. The rich and well watered soil in this region meant that a wide range of
crops such as wheat, rye and barley, and fruits like grapes, figs and olives could be grown. This is
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what is meant here when it tells us that all flesh was fed from it. There was plenty of food to go
around and no one need go hungry. Other empires throughout history have not always enjoyed this
kind of food security. Egypt is a case in point. They were prone to famines which meant periodic
instability. This was not a concern for Babylon.

We might also consider the city of Babylon itself. In the ancient world the great fear of any city was
being besieged. Surrounded by an enemy and being unable to leave or replenish supplies. Sieges
may last for weeks, months or even years. The siege of Philadelphia in Asia Minor lasted for 12
years! (1378 to 1390 BC). Babylon however was well equipped for such an eventuality.

They had prepared for the worst by ensuring that they were not likely to run out of food and water.
This was achieved by diverting the Euphrates river so that it ran through the city. The king had also
created vast storehouses that could house enough grain to last for many months. Even better was the
fact that wheat fields were planted inside the city walls. So the Babylonians felt quite confident that
their city would not fall to an enemy trying to besiege it.

This security perhaps led to a certain degree of arrogance or pride. This was certainly the case for
king Nebuchadnezzar.

The dream which up until this point had been bright and positive is about to take a dark turn. Let us
continue.
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13 “I saw in the visions of my head while on my bed, and there was a watcher, a holy one,
coming down from heaven. 14 He cried aloud and said thus:

‘Chop down the tree and cut off its branches,
Strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit.

Let the beasts get out from under it,

And the birds from its branches.

Whilst the king is taking in the majesty and splendour of this massive tree something interesting
occurs. Nebuchadnezzar tells us that he saw a watcher come down from heaven. What you may
wonder does he mean by the word “watcher?” There is considerable debate amongst biblical
scholars on the exact nature and purpose of the “watchers” or the “watcher angels” as they are
sometimes known. Broadly speaking they appear to be angels that were given a unique and
important task by God. Their main mission was to observe human behaviour and, when necessary
intervene in order to keep mankind on track. Many biblical experts believe that the watchers were
sent down by God to help keep his chosen people, the Jews, on track. In essence, they were the eyes
and ears of God; sent to ensure that His will was done. So given the pagan background of
Nebuchadnezzar what does he mean when he uses the term “watchers?”

The first thing for us to note is that in using this word he is employing terminology from his own
lived experience. The word he uses is the Aramaic word “iyr.” It only appears here in the Book of
Daniel and literally refers to someone who, “stays awake in order to keep watch.” In
Nebuchadnezzar's world human watchers were very useful. Not only did they keep a constant vigil,
and warn of coming danger, but they could be sent on important errands at any time. In this respect
they served as messengers or conveyors of news.

The king is using this word here because he is imagining that the heavenly realm works in a similar
way to the human world. God (or the gods) he imagines has heavenly beings (watchers) that could
be despatched with messages or information at any time. We know that in the bible angels are
frequently engaged as the messengers of God. This is of course the meaning of the word angelos in
Greek from which we derive the English word angel. The word “watchers” here then refers to
angels (spiritual beings) employed to carry out God's activities on earth. This then is what the king
is seeing. He acknowledges this by referring to this being as a holy one; one sent by God.

The message that this watcher (angelic being) brings is one of forthcoming damage and destruction.
The tree is to be chopped down, its branches lopped off, and its fruit removed. This in effect is
negating completely the value and significance of the tree. It can no longer provide shade, serve as a
refuge for birds or provide food for the hungry. It is to be reduced to a worthless stump.
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15 Nevertheless leave the stump and roots in the earth,
Bound with a band of iron and bronze,

In the tender grass of the field.

Let it be wet with the dew of heaven,

And Jet him graze with the beasts

On the grass of the earth.

The tree is to be chopped down but note very carefully, its not to be completely destroyed.

The stump is to be left protruding up from the earth, and the roots left anchoring the stump to the
soil. This detail will prove to be important later as the dream unfolds. This is because whilst it may
be that all the benefits the tree provides are being removed the tree itself is not being killed.
Because its roots still exist it has the potential to grow back. If you've ever done any weeding in the
garden you will know this to be true. If you remove the top of the weed but leave the roots they will
soon grow back. So what does all of this mean?

Well, this kind of imagery regarding a tree stump is used in other Scriptures to depict something
ruined, or defeated, which yet survives and returns to a state of growth. Let me read to you from the
prophet Isaiah (6:13).

But yet a tenth will be in it,

And will return and be for consuming,

As a terebinth tree or as an oak,

Whose stump remains when it is cut down.
So the holy seed shall be its stump.”

We are further told that the stump is to be bound in a band of iron and bronze. The precise meaning
or significance of this detail is hard to determine. It may be linked to the idea of preservation and
protection. Imagine this stump exposed to the elements. Over time it may be damaged or destroyed.
So perhaps this binding is protecting the tree from the elements, water that may rot it, or the baking
sun that may split it? Alternatively we might think of this binding being intended to preserve the
stump from people who might seek to destroy it? The writer then is encouraging us to now make the
shift from tree to king Nebuchadnezzar himself. The king is soon going to lose everything, but still
remain alive with the potential to “grow back” in the future. We see here as I just noted the change
from the tree being representative of an impersonal object to becoming a person in the form of the
king himself.

Let it (the tree) be wet with the dew of heaven,
And /et him (king Nebuchadnezzar) graze with the beasts
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So maybe we are to think of the king being bound or constrained by his insanity. We often think of
madness in this way. This you see was fate of king Nebuchadnezzar. He was to endure a period of
temporary insanity during which time he would live like a beast of the field. Crawling around on all
fours and eating grass. Some over the centuries have even speculated that he was suffering from a
form of mental illness called "boanthropy." This condition causes someone to become convinced
that they are an ox or other bovine.

Let us read on and see what other changes will come over the king.
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16 Let his heart be changed from that of a man,
Let him be given the heart of a beast,
And let seven times pass over him.

This may have been the part of the dream that caused Nebuchadnezzar the most fear and distress.
We can probably assume that by now he understood that the meaning was very personal, and not
simply about the kingdom of Babylon. The future presented by the dream is deeply troubling. No
one wants to think of themselves losing what makes them human and becoming like a beast. As
Daniel will shortly confirm this verse predicts that King Nebuchadnezzar will soon suffer a period
of severe mental illness (Daniel 4:24-25). For how long will this debilitating condition afflict the
king? We read here the rather cryptic phrase seven times or perhaps more precisely “seven periods
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of time.”

The Aramaic word translated "periods of time" (‘iddanin) is indefinite, meaning that it does not
indicate how long these periods of time are. Some commentators have suggested that the meaning
may not actually be tied to an exact length of time. They maintain that seven is used to imply a
period of completeness. Seven after all is the biblical number for completeness or perfection. Others
argue that a specific period of time is in view.

So as a result various periods of time have been suggested. Was it seven hours or days? I think we
can easily dismiss these suggestions. This is too short a period of time for the changes described
occurring to Nebuchadnezzar to take place. Seven months again seems like too short a time. We
read that Nebuchadnezzar's hair and nails grew long (Dan 4:33). Now obviously the idea of long
hair is subjective, but hair doesn't really get to be “long” in seven months. Others have proposed
that seven season are in view here. This would mean we are talking about a year and three quarters.
However the most common, and the best answer for how long the king remained in his state of
mental incapacity is seven years.

There is a very good reason for us accepting this period of time. The reason is that this is what the
bible teaches. This is one of the key principles of biblical hermeneutics. We should always use the
bible to interpret itself. In the Book of Daniel “time” when used to refer to chronological periods
means a year. Let me read Daniel chapter 7 verse 25.

He shall speak pompous words against the Most High,
Shall persecute the saints of the Most High,

And shall intend to change times and law.

Then the saints shall be given into his hand

For a time and times and half a time.

In Daniel chapter 7 the prophet records a night vision that God gave him concerning four world
empires, symbolized as four beasts. The fourth beast represents a revival of the Roman empire an
event that occurs during the time of the tribulation. A period we know to be two periods of three an
a half years, or seven years in total. In the first three and a half years there will arise a powerful
leader who will seize control. He is the figure in view in this verse. This figure will present himself
as Israel's friend, at first, and formulate a very desirable peace treaty. However after a specific
period of time he will break the treaty and put an end to sacrifice and offering. How long will he
wait before breaking the treaty?

Well, allow me to draw your attention to the final line, For a time and times and half a time.

A “time” as I just pointed out in Daniel represents one year. So time (1 year) + and times (2 years)
+ half a time (6 months) = three and a half years or 1260 days, or forty two months. This same
formula is also repeated in Daniel chapter 12 verse 7. So when we use scripture to interpret
scripture we are not left having to speculate or guess. We can easily discover our answer.
Nebuchadnezzar was incapacitated for a period of seven years.

Let us read on.
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17 “This decision is by the decree of the watchers,
And the sentence by the word of the holy ones,

In order that the living may know

That the Most High rules in the kingdom of men,
Gives it to whomever He will,

And sets over it the lowest of men.’

The account of the dream concludes in an interesting way. We are told that the decision to bring this
sentence or judgment upon Nebuchadnezzar was the decree of the watchers. Now we have to
confess that the exact management of the heavenly realm remains an impenetrable mystery. Many
over the years have devised complex theories to explain how things work in the spiritual realm. But
the truth is that we are not told in the bible how God has ordered things. This means we will have to
be content not knowing all we might like to know. It appears from this verse that there is a group of
angelic beings known as the watchers who are given a degree of power and authority by God.
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Alternatively, and this is reflected in some translations the watchers here are only giving the
message and reporting on the decree passed by God. Either way the important take away for us is
that God is always the one in ultimate control. The watchers may be given a modicum of autonomy,
but they always act under the authority and will of God.

We then move on to an explanation for the purpose of this decree. We learn why it is that God is
going to humble Nebuchadnezzar in this way.

It is to serve an educational purpose. Through it God intends to correct Nebuchadnezzar's attitude
and behaviour. This same principle applies today when we punish people. We are not, I hope
punishing them simply for punishments sake. We are intending to bring about a change in this
person in order that they might be a more useful member of society. So God is going to teach the
king a lesson on humility.

As we have seen throughout Daniel the king is a prideful man. He believed that he was himself a
god. He possessed the power and authority of a god. He believed that his empires success, and his
own personal accomplishments were a result of his own efforts. He was about to receive a very rude
lesson. The lesson he, and all who witnessed or read about this event were to learn is as follows.

The Most High God is sovereign over all the affairs of humankind.

It is God who places people in positions of power and authority. It is God ultimately who appoints
kings, prime ministers and presidents. He determines who will hold the high offices of state. This is
affirmed to us in the book of Romans.

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. (Rom 13:1)

Equally it is God who removes them. It is God who determines when an ruler or when an empire's
time is over, and it when it will fall or be conquered. Simply put it's all in God's hands.

Nebuchadnezzar's way of thinking is still sadly prevalent today. We should be careful lest we fall
into the same foolish way of thinking. Of course, we are not the ruler of a vast empire but his
attitude is easy enough to mimic. Don't we all at times think too highly of ourselves and the things
we have done. Don't we all at times think that our work in the church, or in the local community is
only a success because its us doing it. Don't we all at times get puffed up and believe that if we were
to step down then the whole church would crumble. That is just foolish thinking. God does not need
us. He does not need the “mighty” to accomplish His will.

Let us conclude our study today by looking at verse 18.
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18 “This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now you, Belteshazzar, declare its
interpretation, since all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known to me the
interpretation; but you are able, for the Spirit of the Holy God is in you.”

Nebuchadnezzar completes the retelling of his dream. He now turns to Daniel, referred to here by
his Babylonian name to give him an interpretation. This is not the only time in Scripture that a
godly man is called upon to declares a truth which had eluded worldly wise individuals.

Think back for example to the time when Pharaoh was troubled by a dream. Just like
Nebuchadnezzar he called together his wise men to provide an interpretation. They also could not
help which was when the Pharaoh turned to Joseph for his help (Genesis 41).

We did speculate before that perhaps the “wise men” did understand Nebuchadnezzar's dream but
were fearful about revealing the truth to the king. This is one way that we might read and
understand this verse. They knew, or at least strongly suspected what the dream meant, but were
deliberately pretending not to know. Or we might see here God's divine intervention. The dream
seems plain enough but God was purposefully keeping the truth from them.

What I am saying is that perhaps due to God's intervention the dream really perplexed them. They
genuinely were unable to understand or interpret it.

The king however has seen Daniel in action before. He believes that Daniel will succeed where the
others have failed. He believes this because he has previously seen God working through him in
providing both the dream and its interpretation.

When we read the conclusion to this verse here in the NKJV it really seems to be that
Nebuchadnezzar is acknowledging the power and might of Yahweh. However most other
translations have_gods (plural) rather than God (singular). So what the king is really saying is that
he believes Daniel is being empowered by the spirit of one of the many gods Nebuchadnezzar still
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thinks exist.

Next week Lord willing we will examine Daniel's reaction and response to all this.
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Lessons to learn
I have two comments to make based on today's passage.
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1 The danger of pride
King Nebuchadnezzar was a deeply prideful man. He firmly believed that he was a god, or at least

as powerful as a god. He maintained that his nations' success was a result of his own brilliance. As
we saw he erected an image of himself and demanded that people come and worship him. It's hard
to think of any way in which he could be any more prideful.

Pride's great danger stems from its basic proposition that since we are so good and capable we don't
need God. We can live independently of Him. Pride encourages us to give ourselves the credit for
something that God has accomplished. Pride also takes God's rightful glory and applies it to
ourselves. All of these statements regarding pride apply to king Nebuchadnezzar.

In the book of proverbs we read this very familiar and well known verse.

Pride goes before destruction,
And a haughty spirit before a fall.
(Proverbs 16:18)

This proverb reminds us that a prideful and haughty spirit puts a person at severe risk of disaster.
We know from our lived experience that when have too much confidence in our own skills or
abilities we are often destined to fail. I'm a very modest guitar player. I can strum away in my house
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and entertain my family and friends. But imagine if [ allowed my pride to run rampant. Imagine if [
declared to the world that I'm an amazing guitarist. And as a result I should be headlining a major
music festival. Can you imagine the outcome? I'd be booed off the stage if I tried to entertain
thousands of paying music fans.

If only Nebuchadnezzar had read this verse from Proverbs and taken it to heart. If only he had
repented what misery and suffering he could have avoided.

It's easy to look and detect pride in others. But what about pride in our own lives? Pride is often
very subtle. It can sneak in without us noticing. Therefore this proverb applies equally to us. We
don't want like Nebuchadnezzar to have to experience a major fall. Let us be aware of pride in our
own lives, repent and turn away from this deadly sin.
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2 You can't escape forever

Let me tell you the story of Frank Freshwaters. In 1957 the then 21 year old hit and killed a man
whilst riding his motorcycle. He was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to 20 years in jail. In
1959 whilst he was being transferred to Sandusky Honor Farm he managed to escape. Despite an
extensive manhunt he was never apprehended. Frank assimilated back into society and effectively
disappeared.

We skip ahead now to 1975. In this year he was finally tracked down and discovered to be living in
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West Virginia. However the state governor declined to send him back to Ohio, and so he remained
at large. His amazing story of eluding justice came to an end in 2015. In early 2015 the Marshal's
Service set up a cold case unit in northern Ohio, reopening an active search for Freshwaters. He was
eventually tracked to a mobile home in the Melbourne area. When investigators went to his home to
make the arrest, one of them showed Freshwaters a 1959 picture of the fugitive and asked him if
he’d seen that person. Freshwaters answered saying that, “He hadn’t seen him in a long time.” He
was arrested and sent back to jail. His amazing 56 years on the run were finally over. As a coda to
the story he was released from jail in 2016.

Nebuchadnezzar had enjoyed a long time “on the run.” He had spent at least 30 years avoiding the
consequences for his extreme arrogance and pride. After many decades of being an absolute tyrant
he probably thought he would forever escape divine punishment. But just like with Frank
Freshwaters his time on the run from God could not last forever. We are about to see God catch up
to, and punish Nebuchadnezzar.

People can often be lulled, or fooled into a feeling that God is not aware of, or concerned about
them, and what they are doing. Even Christians can at times be guilty of this. They have a little pet
sin that they wrongly think God has overlooked or is ignoring. So let me remind you that there is no
escape from God. There is no place you can run. Psalm 139 verse 7 reminds us of this essential
truth.

Where can I go from Your Spirit?
Or where can I flee from Your presence?

So given this reality why even try to run? Why not accept the reality that we cannot run, hide or
escape from our Heavenly father. Why not instead endeavour to live obedient faithful lives which
do not create within us the desire to try to escape or hide. When we are looking to Christ and
seeking to be like Him we should have no fear about walking closely with God. It should be our
great delight to be in close relationship with Him.
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