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Scripture: Daniel 3:8-18

8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. 9 They 
spoke and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made a 
decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in 
symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the gold image; 11 and 
whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not paid due regard 
to you. They do not serve your gods or worship the gold image which you have set up.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, 
saying to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my 
gods or worship the gold image which I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready at the time you 
hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of 
music, and you fall down and worship the image which I have made, good! But if you do not 
worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is 
the god who will deliver you from my hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O
king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we
worship the gold image which you have set up.”

8       이때몇몇바빌로니아사람들이유다사람들을고발하며 9   느부갓네살왕에게이렇게말하였다. “대왕이시여, 오래
 오래사십시오. 10              대왕께서는누구든지나팔과피리와수금과그밖의악기소리를들으면엎드려금신상에게절

 하라고명령하셨습니다. 11             그리고누구든지엎드려절하지않는자는뜨겁게타는용광로에던져넣을것이라고말
씀하셨습니다. 12              그런데왕이세워바빌론도의업무를감독하게하신유다사람사드락과메삭과아벳느고는왕의

           명령에불순종하여왕의신들을섬기지않고왕이세우신금신상에게절하지않습니다.” 

13            그말을들은느부갓네살왕은노발대발하며그세사람을당장끌어오라고명령하였다.   그래서그들을끌어오자
14    왕이그들에게이렇게말하였다. “   사드락과메삭과아벳느고야,         너희가내신들을섬기지않고내가세운금신
에게 절하지 않는다는 말이 사실이상 냐 ? 15           그렇다면이제라도너희가나팔과피리와수금과그밖의악기소리를

      듣거든내가만든신상앞에엎드려절하라.          만일이번에도너희가절하지않는다면너희를뜨겁게타는용광로에
  던져넣을것이다.          그렇게되면그어떤신이너희를내손에서구해내겠느냐?” 16    그러자사드락과메삭과아벳느
   고가왕에게이렇게대답하였다. “  느부갓네살왕이시여,         우리는이문제에대해서우리입장을변호할필요를느끼

 지않습니다. 17              만일우리가뜨겁게타는용광로속에던져진다고해도우리가섬기는하나님은우리를그용광로
    에서구해내실수있습니다.        그리고그분은반드시우리를왕의손에서건져내실것입니다. 18   비록하나님이우리

                 를구해내지않으실지라도우리는왕의신들을섬기지않을것이며또왕이세우신금신상에게절하지도않을것
 이니왕이시여,   그런줄아십시오.”

Review
Before we look at today's portion of scripture let's take a few moments to review what we looked at 
last week. As I hope you remember we examined the opening 7 verses of chapter 3.

The chapter begins by telling us that king Nebuchadnezzar constructed a large golden image on the 
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plain of Dura. I spent a little time last week explaining the two positions regarding when this took 
place. The first position holds that these events took place within a year or two of Daniel revealing 
the dream. The second view is that a much longer period of time has elapsed. A period of around 
18-20 years. Whichever position you choose it does not fundamentally change how you read and 
understand the story. My own opinion, for what its worth is that Nebuchadnezzar built this image 
within a short period of time following the revealing of the dream.

The image was clearly designed to impress. It was 28 meters tall and 3 meters wide. These 
dimensions clearly describe a monument that was tall and thin. The bible does not describe the 
image's appearance. We are left then to speculate as to what it looked like. As a result several 
theories have been put forward. It may have been an obelisk. These objects of worship were very 
common in the ancient world. Alternatively it may have been a representation of either a human 
animal hybrid, or one of the numerous Babylonian gods. However I'm most persuaded by the idea 
that the statue was intended to be a representation of king Nebuchadnezzar himself. As we noted 
last week if it were regular statue of a man it would be rather elongated or stretched. But it may 
have been a tall column with a the statue of a regular sized man standing on the top.

We are also informed that the image or statue was constructed from gold. The idea of a solid gold 
statue presents us with a number of serious challenges. Firstly we must consider just how much 
gold a solid statue of this size would require. Nebuchadnezzar was fabulously wealthy, so it is 
possible that he had adequate gold reserves. A much more challenging problem rest in the physics 
of such a construction. Could such a heavy object stand firmly on so narrow a base? This is 
questionable. Therefore I am inclined to think that it was actually a wooden frame over which plates
of gold were attached. Such constructions were common in the ancient world. They looked 
impressive, especially from a distance but did not bankrupt the empire.

Once the image was erected Nebuchadnezzar sent out a decree. He was at great pains to invite every
conceivable government employee to the dedication of this statue. From the highest rank; the 
satraps, to the lowest civil servant they were all to make their way to the plain of Dura. When they 
arrived they would form part of what can best be described as a huge public worship event. At he 
sound of a musical cue they were to bow down, or prostrate themselves before the statue. In doing 
so they would be assuring the king of their devotion and loyalty to him.  

This is part of the reason why I think that these events took place shortly after the dream 
interpretation. At this time Nebuchadnezzar was still a relatively new king. There were still minor 
rebellions and uprisings taking place across the empire. This dedication ceremony then is designed 
to unite the people and have them publicly show their allegiance to the king.
It is the prefect way for him to gauge the loyalty of his public servants.

If they bow he knows that they submit to him as king. Through this act they are publicly 
demonstrating that they accept his rule of the Babylonian empire. If they refuse to bow then they 
reveal themselves to be disloyal. They show themselves to be men who cannot be trusted. The 
punishment for such disloyal men is severe. In time honoured Babylonian fashion those who do not 
bow are to be thrown into the burning fiery furnace.

Verse seven tells us that at the sound of all of these musical instruments all the people did indeed 
bow and prostrate themselves before the statue. Well, I say “all,” but not quite all. Three men 
refused to bow. It is their story that we will examine today.  

          오늘의성경구절을살펴보기전에지난주의내용을잠시복습하겠습니다. 다니엘서 3     장의첫일곱절을살펴보았
습니다. 

3           장은느부갓네살왕이두라평야에거대한금신상을세웠다고말하면서시작합니다.      이일이언제일어났는지에
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    대한두가지견해가있습니다.         첫번째는이사건이다니엘이꿈을밝힌후1~2    년안에일어났다는것입니다.  두번
   째는훨씬더긴  약18~20     년의기간이지난후였다는견해입니다.       어떤입장을택하든이야기를읽고이해하는방식

   이근본적으로바뀌지는않습니다.             제개인적인의견은다니엘이느부갓네살의꿈을밝힌후짧은기간내에이신상
  을세웠다는것입니다. 

     이신상은대단히눈에띄도록만들어졌습니다.  높이는28m,  너비는3m였습니다.      이치수에따르면그형상은높고
 가느다란모습입니다.          성경은이신상의모습을설명하지않기때문에약간의추측이필요합니다.     그결과여러가지

 이론이제시되었습니다.    그것은오벨리스크였을수있습니다. 고대 세계에서       이러한형태를가진숭배대상은매우흔
했습니다.              또는인간과동물의잡종모습이거나수많은바빌론신들중하나를표현한것이었을수도있습니다.  제생

           각에는그신상이느부갓네살왕자신을표현했다는의견이가장설득력이있어보입니다.    그것이일반적인사람의형
이었다면 아주 길게 늘어진 왜곡된 모습일 것입니다상 .         아마도높은기둥의꼭대기에일반적인크기의사람의형상이

   서있는형태였을수있습니다. 

     또한그신상이금으로만들어졌다고합니다.        순금으로만들어진형상이라면여러가지심각한문제를제시합니다. 첫
째로            이거대한크기의신상을만들려면얼마나많은금이필요했을지고려해야합니다.   느부갓네살은엄청나게부유

       했기때문에충분한양의금이있었을가능성이있습니다.        훨씬더큰문제는그러한건축물의구조적인특성입니다. 
          그토록무거운신상이좁은기반위에견고히서있을수있을까요? 의심스럽습니다.     그래서저는그것이나무로만든

      골격위에순금판을씌웠을것이라고생각합니다.     그런구조물은고대세계에서흔했습니다.    그런구조물은특히멀
     리서보면인상적이었지만제국을파산시키지는않았습니다. 

     그신상이세워지자느부갓네살은포고령을내렸습니다.        모든정부관료들을이신상의봉헌식에참석하라고불렀습
니다.   가장높은계급인 총독부터          가장낮은관리들에이르기까지그들은모두두라평야로가야했습니다.  그들이도

       착했을때거대한공개적인예배의식에참여하게됩니다.        음악적신호가들리면신상앞에엎드려절해야했습니다. 
        그렇게함으로써그들은왕에대한헌신과충성을확신시킬것입니다. 

               이것이바로제가이사건이꿈의해석이후짧은기간내에있었다고생각하는이유중하나입니다.  당시느부갓네살
   은비교적새로운왕이었습니다.        제국전역에서여전히사소한반란과봉기가일어나고있었습니다.   이봉헌식은사람

         들을단결시키고그들이왕에게공개적으로충성을보이도록하기위해고안되었습니다.    그가정부관료들의충성심
   을확인하는완벽한방법입니다. 

      그들이신상에절을하면왕에게복종한다는의미입니다.         이행위를통해바빌론제국에대한왕의통치를받아들임을
 공개적으로보여줍니다.      그들이절하기를거부하면불충한사람임을드러내고,    신뢰할수없음을보여줍니다.  그러한

   불충한자들은엄벌에처해집니다.     절을하지않는자들은전통적인       바빌론방식에따라 불타는풀무불에던져집니
다. 

7           절에서악기소리가나자모든사람들이신상앞에엎드려절했다고기록합니다.  물론"모두"    라고말했지만전부는
아닙니다.    세사람이절하기를거부했습니다.    오늘그들의이야기를살펴보겠습니다.

8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. 9 They spoke 
and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever!

We pick up the story here a short time after the dedication ceremony for Nebuchadnezzar's golden 
statue. We have two possibilities when it comes to the behaviour of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Adednego. Either they chose not to come at all to the plain of Dura, or else they came and remained
standing when everyone else prostrated themselves. In either case they now  find themselves in a lot
of trouble. They disobeyed a direct command of the king. As we noted last time Nebuchadnezzar 
was an absolute monarch. His word was the law. He was not someone who handled defiance and 
disloyalty particularly well.
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Once this defiance of the king's order is made known to them the Chaldeans act. If the three Jewish 
men had been on the plain of Dura and refused to bow it would have been obvious. They would 
literally have “stood out” as everyone else hit the dirt. If they had not been present then it may have 
taken some time for this news to filter back to the Chaldeans that certain officials had not been 
present. Let me say a few things about the Chaldeans.  

The Chaldeans are often referred to as the Babylonian wise men or “astrologers.” It was certainly 
true that they were stargazers, magicians and occultists. But this is only half the story. They were 
also nobles and members of the elite. I have read of them being described as the Babylonian high 
priesthood. This is a good way to think of them. Picture them as a priestly cast. Men who were 
distinguished from the regular population and held up be special and superior.

They had been most put out by the meteoric rise of Daniel and his three Jewish friends. They were 
upset because they had been given posts that the Chaldeans believed should have been awarded to 
them. It was they who given their status should be running the country, not some strange 
monotheistic foreigners. They were, to put it simply very jealous. This then represents a wonderful 
opportunity for them to strike back and get some modicum of revenge. They may also profit 
personally if they can get these Jewish men killed. Someone after all would need to step into their 
soon to be vacant posts. We should note here that although the term “the Jews” is used their ire was 
centred on Shadrach, Meshach and Adednego. These were the only Jews who were called to attend 
the dedication and bow before the statue.

The Chaldean accusers begin their address to the king with the kind of over the top grovelling  
common in those days, “O king, live forever.” It was the kind of language the king expected to 
hear. The book of Daniel makes it clear that Nebuchadnezzar had a huge ego, he was extremely 
impressed by himself.

In the ancient world it was commonly believed that a long life was a special blessing, and a sign of 
divine approval. There is something to this. Scripture indicates that longevity can be one of the 
benefits associated with obedience to the Lord's commands. One of the ten commandments includes
such a remark (Exodus 20:12; Ephesians 6:2–3).

 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the 
LORD your God is giving you. (Exodus 20:12)

Now that the Chaldeans have got the king's attention it is time for them to level their accusation 
against the Jews. Let us continue.

8 이때 몇몇 바빌로니아 사람들이 유다 사람들을 고발하며 9 느부갓네살왕에게 이렇게 말하였다. “대왕이시여, 오래
오래 사십시오.

8          절은느부갓네살의금신상의봉헌식이끝난직후에있었던이야기로시작합니다. 샤드락, 메삭,   아벳느고의행동에
    관해서는두가지가능성이있습니다.        그들은두라평야에서행해진봉헌식에아예참석하지않았거나,  아니면왔더라

           도다른모든사람이절을할때그대로서있었을가능성이있습니다.      어느경우이든그들은큰곤경에처했습니다. 
    그들은왕의직접적인명령에불복종했습니다.   느부갓네살은절대군주였고,    그의말이곧법이었습니다.  그는반항과

    불충성을그냥넘어갈사람이아니었습니다. 

       왕의명령에반항한것을알고갈대아인들이행동에나섭니다.        세유대인들이두라평야에있었고절을거부했다면그
  모습은분명했을것입니다.         다른모든사람들이땅에엎어졌을때그들은당연히"  눈에띄었을stood out" 것입니다. 

만일             그들이그곳에가지않았다면그들의불참소식이갈대아인들에게전해지기까지시간이좀걸렸을것입니다. 갈
    대아인들에대해몇가지말씀드리겠습니다.      갈대아인들은종종바빌론의현자또는"점성가"  라고불립니다.  그들이

점성가, 마술사,    신비주의자였던것은분명사실입니다.    하지만그게다가아닙니다.    그들은귀족이었고엘리트계층의
일원이었습니다.         저는그들이바빌론의대제사장이라고표현된자료를읽은적이있습니다.    이것은그들을표현하는
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    제대로된방법인것같습니다.    그들을제사장이라고상상해보세요.       일반대중과다른특별하고우월한존재라고여
 겨지는사람들입니다. 

           그들은유대인인다니엘과세친구의혜성같은승진에가장큰충격을받았습니다.    갈대아인들은자기들이맡아야할
      직책을유대인포로들이받았기때문에화가났습니다.          그들의지위를감안할때국정을운영해야할사람은이상한

    일신교도인외국인이아니라자기들이라고믿었습니다.      간단히말해서그들은질투로가득차있었습니다.   그들은이
     기회를이용하여유대인들에게반격하고복수할것입니다.          또한이유대인들을죽일수있다면개인적으로이득을볼

 수도있습니다.        누군가가곧공석이될그들의자리를차지할것입니다.  여기서"  유다사람들the Jews"  이라는용어
    를사용하지만그들의분노는샤드락, 메삭,   아벳느고에게집중되어있습니다.      이들은봉헌식에참석하고신상앞에

    절하도록부름을받은유일한유대인들이었습니다. 

         갈대아인고발자들은왕에게그당시에흔히사용되었던과장된아첨으로시작합니다. "왕이여, 영원히 사십시오O 
king, live forever."     왕이당연하게기대하는그런말투입니다.     다니엘서는느부갓네살이엄청나게교만하고스스

       로를대단히위대한존재라고여기고있음을분명히밝힙니다. 

          고대세계에서는장수가특별한축복이며신의총애를받고있는징표라고믿었습니다.   의미가있는말입니다. 성경은
            장수가하나님의명령에순종할때따라오는축복중하나가될수있다고말합니다.     십계명중하나에는다음과같은
 언급이있습니다(  출애굽기20:12;  에베소서6:2-3). 

"네 아버지와 어머니를 공경하라. 그리하면 네 하나님 여호와께서 네게 주시는 땅에서 네 이날  길리라."(출애굽기 2
0:12) 

    갈대아인들이왕의주의를끌고나서   유대인들을고발하기시작합니다.  계속해서보겠습니다.

10 You, O king, have made a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, 
harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the 
gold image; 11 and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not paid 
due regard to you. They do not serve your gods or worship the gold image which you have set 
up.”

They begin by reminding the king of the decree that he himself recently passed. The command that 
the king had given was simple enough. There was no wriggle room or exemptions permitted. When 
the “orchestra” began to play everyone was to flatten themselves in an act of humbling worship 
before the golden image. Failure to do so meant being thrown into the fiery burning furnace.

They bring to the king's attention that fact that three of his subjects had not followed this command. 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had not bowed before his idol. To the Chaldeans this 
demonstrated two things. Firstly, that the Jews had not fully embraced the religious practices of the 
Babylonians (they do not serve your gods). And secondly, that they were not loyal servants of the 
king (these men, O king, have not paid due regard to you). Bowing to the image as I noted 
before was an act of commitment and submission to the king.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were in big trouble. These were VERY serious charges to be 
levelled against them. The Chaldeans didn't just want these Jewish men reprimanded or punished. 
They wanted them wiped out.

There has always been, and will always be people who are anti-God and anti His people. Such 
people will never be content just to see God's people silenced or marginalised they want to see His 
people wiped out. In the ever increasing chaos of our world today Christians need to be aware that 
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such people exist. As I often warn you things are only going to get much worse. The only safety and
security we have is to remain in close loyal and loving obedience to our Heavenly Father.

We should also note in passing that many of God's people who lived in Palestine worshipped before
idols. So it would be wrong of us to claim that all of God's people were loyal and devoted to Him. 
As we know from reading the Old Testament there were many times that the Israelites turned from 
God and worshipped idols made from wood and stone.

But such a thing could never be said about our three heroes. They were scrupulous about following 
the Mosaic Law (Exo 20:2-5). They would not worship, or bow before any god besides Yahweh. 
They took this matter so seriously that death was preferable to breaking God's commands.   

I feel compelled here to also say a few words about Daniel. Or to be more precise to speak about the
absence of Daniel. Why is he not mentioned in this story? We must assume that given his strong 
faith and loyalty to God that he too would not have bowed before the image. So his absence leaves 
us with an interesting conundrum. Where was Daniel at this time?

Was he away in another province on government business? Was he occupied with other pressing 
matters? Or perhaps he sick and unable to attend the ceremony? Possibly he enjoyed such an 
exalted position with the king that the Chaldeans dare not accuse him? Sadly the bible does not tell 
us. We will just have to be content with not knowing. The writer's focus is only on Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego.

How do you suppose Nebuchadnezzar reacted to the news that three of his subjects had disobeyed 
his command? As we have seen on several occasions already he always thinks carefully and 
considers things deeply before passing judgement. He could never be accused of reacting 
impetuously. Well, let's find out.

10               대왕께서는누구든지나팔과피리와수금과그밖의악기소리를들으면엎드려금신상에게절하라고명령하셨습
니다. 11             그리고누구든지엎드려절하지않는자는뜨겁게타는용광로에던져넣을것이라고말씀하셨습니다. 12 

               그런데왕이세워바빌론도의업무를감독하게하신유다사람사드락과메삭과아벳느고는왕의명령에불순종하여
         왕의신들을섬기지않고왕이세우신금신상에게절하지않습니다.” 

       그들은왕에게그가최근에내린법령을상기시키면서시작합니다.    왕이내린명령은간단명료했습니다.  꼼짝할여지
    도없고면제도허용되지않았습니다. "악기들"            의연주가시작될때모든사람은금신상앞에엎드려절하며경배해
 야했습니다.       그렇지않으면불타는용광로에던져넣을것입니다. 

          그들은왕의세신하가이명령을따르지않은사실을왕에게고합니다. 사드락, 메삭,     아벳느고는그의우상앞에절
 하지않았습니다.     이는두가지사실을보여주었습니다. 첫째, 이      유대인들이바빌론의종교적관습을온전히받아들
  이지않는다는것입니다(왕의 신들을 섬기지 않고). 둘째,      그들은왕의충성스러운종이아니라는것입니다(유다 사람

사드락과 메삭과 아벳느고는 왕의 명령에 불순종하여).        신상에절하는것은왕에대한헌신과복종의행위였습니다. 

사드락, 메삭,    아벳느고는큰곤경에처했습니다.    이것은매우중대한혐의였습니다.    갈대아인들은이유대인들이책망
     을받거나처벌받는것만을원하지않았습니다.   그들이몰살되기를원했습니다.     항상하나님과그분의백성을싫어하
      는사람들이있어왔고앞으로도있을것입니다.         그런사람들은하나님의백성이단순히침묵하거나소외되는것에만

 족하지않습니다.     그들은하나님의백성이몰살되기를원합니다.       오늘날세상의혼란이계속심화되는가운데그리스
     도인들은그런인간들이존재함을알아야합니다.       제가종종경고했듯이상황은더욱악화될뿐입니다.   우리가가진

          유일한안전과보안은하늘에계신우리아버지께충실하고사랑으로순종하는것입니다. 

             또한이스라엘땅에살았던하나님의백성중많은이들이우상을숭배했던사실을지적하고싶습니다.  하나님의백성
       모두가그분께충성과헌신을했다고말하는것은잘못입니다.        구약성경에서알수있듯이여러차례에걸쳐이스라엘

        백성들이하나님께등을돌리고나무와돌로만든우상을숭배했습니다. 



Daniel: 11 - We won't bow down: Sermon Notes                                                                     Page   7

     하지만우리의세영웅은그렇지않았습니다.     그들은모세의율법을철저히따랐습니다(  출20:2-5).   그들은여호와
      외에는어떤신에게도경배하거나절하지않을것입니다.         그들은이문제가너무도중요했기때문에하나님의명령을
   어기는것보다는죽음을택했습니다. 

      이대목에서다니엘에대해서몇마디하겠습니다.        더정확히말해서다니엘이없는것에대해말씀드리겠습니다.  왜
   여기에서다니엘이언급되지않았을까요?             그의강한신앙과하나님에대한충성심을감안할때그도그신상앞에절

  하지않았을것입니다.     그래서그의부재는흥미로운난제입니다.    다니엘은그때어디에있었을까요? 

     그는정부업무로다른지방에있었을까요?     그는다른시급한일로바빴을까요?      아니면그는병이나서의식에참석
  할수없었을까요?            그가왕과함께높은지위를누렸기때문에갈대아인들이감히그를고발하지못했을까요? 아쉽게
     도성경은이부분에대해침묵합니다.         우리는이유를알수없지만거기에만족해야할것입니다.  저자는샤드락, 메

삭,   아벳느고에만초점을맞춥니다. 

         느부갓네살이세명의신하가자신의명령을어겼다는소식에어떻게반응했을까요?     그는항상신중하게생각하고깊
    이생각한후에판단을내립니까?  성급하게반응했을까요? 글쎄요, 알아보겠습니다.

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying 
to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my gods or 
worship the gold image which I have set up?

What a surprise! King Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage when he heard that his command had been 
disobeyed. We have seen this same reaction on a number of previous occasions in our study through
Daniel. He took their decision to disobey him as a personal affront.

Let us try and see things from Nebuchadnezzar's point of view. He was probably not overly 
concerned that they didn't respect of honour his gods. They were foreigners, and had their own 
gods. But to refuse to pay him homage, and demonstrate their loyalty to him was more than his 
massive ego would allow. He therefore calls for Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to be brought 
before him. In doing this we might also sense a level of distrust he has against his wise men. He 
suspects that at times they have not always been completely honest with him. We saw this when we 
looked at the story of the dream and its interpretation. He accused the wise men at that time of lying
to him, or telling him made up stories to try and appease him (Dan 2:9). So here he wants to 
interrogate the three Jewish men himself. He will not simply accept the accusation levelled against 
them by the Chaldeans.

Let us picture the scene. The king sitting on his ornate throne. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
standing before him no doubt surrounded by armed guards. Now, we have the great benefit of 
knowing how this story plays out. We've read ahead. But just imagine these men standing there 
unsure about what will happen. They knew the power the king wielded. They also knew that he was
highly volatile and prone to passing harsh hasty judgements. Knowing this makes how they reacted 
all the more amazing.

The king ask them if what he has heard is true. We might pick up here a degree of incredulity in his 
voice. He cannot really believe that they have made such a decision. As I have said before in pagan 
polytheistic cultures bowing or honouring multiple deities was not a big issue. In a culture in which 
many gods were recognised, you could have your particular favourite provided when asked you 
bow (show respect) to another deity. We saw this in ancient Greece and Rome. Cities, households 
and even individuals held certain deities to be special and significant to them. In Rome this was not 
an issue provided you worshipped the emperor when called upon to do so.

Such an idea continues today in the Roman Catholic practice of venerating saints. You can have a 
particular saint that holds a special meaning to you provided you acknowledge all the other saints. 
This is a practice which is completely unbiblical of course. It is God and God alone who should be 
our sole object of veneration and worship. No matter how “saintly” a human being was they are 
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never to receive our worship or veneration.

So in the ancient world bowing to another god was simply an acknowledgement that they were 
worthy of notice or respect, it didn't imply you were now devoted to them. So Nebuchadnezzar 
cannot understand why they would not just bow even if their hearts weren't in it. All he wanted was 
their external show of submission to him.

So the king is annoyed, perhaps perplexed that they won't publicly demonstrate their loyalty to him.
He is also probably a little hurt and offended. After all he had been incredibly generous to them. He 
had provided them with three years of the best education, they had enjoyed nice accommodation 
and good food. This had been followed by promotion to prestigious jobs in the government. Why 
wouldn't they demonstrate their gratitude and loyalty to him by bowing?

Now we should add here that these Jewish men were loyal servants to the king. They had faithfully 
served him well in the jobs they had been given. The bible commands us to be submissive and 
obedient to those God has placed in authority over us (Heb 13:17, Rom 13:1). However that 
submission and obedience has a limit. The limit lies at the point where a leader or authority 
demands that we go against what God has commanded us to do. At this point we are to obey God 
and not man. This is the point that our three heroes have now reached.     

Let us read on and see what happens next.

13            그말을들은느부갓네살왕은노발대발하며그세사람을당장끌어오라고명령하였다.    그래서그들을끌어오자
14    왕이그들에게이렇게말하였다. “   사드락과메삭과아벳느고야,         너희가내신들을섬기지않고내가세운금신상

    에게절하지않는다는말이사실이냐?

 예상했던대로         느부갓네살왕은자신의명령을따르지않았다는소식을듣고격노했습니다. 우리가   이전에살펴본여
     러사례에서도이와비슷한반응을보았습니다.      그는그들의불복종을개인적인모욕으로여겼습니다. 

   느부갓네살의관점에서상황을살펴보겠습니다.          그는아마도그들이자신의신들을존중하지않는것에대해서는그
   다지개념치않았을것입니다.  그들은외국인이었고,   그들만의신이있었으니까요.     그러나왕에게경의와충성심을보

        이기를거부한것은그의거대한자존심이허락할수없었습니다.  그는사드락, 메삭,    아벳느고를자기앞으로데려오
 라고명령합니다.            그의이런행위는그가현자들에대해어느정도불신감을가지고있음을보여줍니다.   왕은그들이
     항상자기에게완전히정직하지않았음을압니다.         우리는그의꿈과해석이야기를통해이사실을보았습니다.  그는

   현자들이자기에게거짓말을하거나,      자기의기분을달래려고이야기를지어낸다고비난했습니다(  단2:9).  그래서그
     는세유대인을직접심문하고자했습니다.         그는그들에대한갈대아인들의비난을그냥받아들이지않을것입니다. 

   그장면을상상해봅시다.     왕이화려한왕좌에앉아있습니다. 사드락, 메삭,    아벳느고가무장한경비병들에게둘러싸
    여그앞에서있습니다.        물론우리는이이야기가어떻게전개되는지알고있습니다.   성경에서이미읽었으니까요. 하

             지만이유대인들이무슨일이일어날지모른채거기에서있는모습을상상해보세요.      그들은왕이가진권력을잘
 알고있었습니다.             또한왕이매우변덕스럽고성급하게가혹한판단을내리는경향이있음도잘알고있었습니다. 이

        런사실을알면서도보인그들의반응은그저놀랍기만합니다. 

     왕은그들에대한비난이사실인지물었습니다.             왕이말하는톤에서그가이일을믿기지않아하는것을알수있습
니다.         그는그들이그런결정을내렸다는것을믿을수가없습니다.      이전에말했듯이이교도다신교문화권에서는여

       러신들에게절하고경배하는것은큰문제가아니었습니다.        많은신들이인정되는문화권에서다른신에게절을한다
면(   존경을표하기위해) 개인적으로는 자기가      좋아하는특정신을믿을수있었습니다.    고대그리스와로마에서도그
랬습니다. 도시나  가정,         심지어개인들도자기들만의특정신을더특별하고중요하게여겼습니다.  로마에서는황제에

              게경배하라는요구가있을때그렇게하기만하면다른신을믿는것을문제삼지않았습니다. 

         이러한생각은오늘날에도성인을숭배하는로마카톨릭관습에서계속되고있습니다.   다른모든성인saints  들을인
     정하기만하면자기에게특별한특정성인saint    을믿을수있습니다.      물론이것은완전히성경에반하는관습입니다.
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         우리의유일한숭배와예배의대상은오직하나님한분뿐입니다.   인간이아무리"  성인같은saintly"  자질이있어도
       그들은결코예배나경배의대상이될수없습니다. 

                 따라서고대세계에서특정신에게절을하는것은단순히그신이존경받을대상이라는것을인정하는것일뿐, 그
    에게헌신하겠다는것을의미하지는않았습니다.          그래서느부갓네살은마음에없어도그만인데그들이왜절을하지

   않는지이해할수없습니다.           왕이원한것은그들이그에게복종한다는것을겉으로보여주는것이었습니다. 

         그래서왕은그들이공개적으로충성심을보이지않는것에화가났고,   어쩌면당혹스러웠을것입니다.  또한상처받고
  기분이상했을것입니다. 가 그들에게 그토록 엄청 게 관대했었는데내 나 . 3    년동안최고의교육과,   좋은숙소와맛있는
 음식을제공했어.         그후정부에서일하도록명망있는직책도주었는데말이야.      왜그들은절을함으로써나에게감사

   와충성심을보이지않는거야? 

      지금까지이유대인들은왕에게충성스러운신하들이었습니다.       그들은주어진직책에서충실하게왕을잘섬겼습니
다.          성경은하나님께서우리위에세우신권위자들에게 순종하라고명령합니다(  히브리서13:17,  로마서13:1). 하

    지만그러한순종에는한계가있습니다. 그 한계는         지도자나권위자가하나님께서하신명령에반하는행동을하라고
  우리에게요구하는것입니다.         이때우리는하나님에게순종해야지사람에게순종해서는안됩니다.   이것이우리의세

  영웅이처한현실입니다. 

      계속읽어서다음에무슨일이일어나는지보겠습니다.

15 Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and 
psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship the image which
I have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of 
a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from my hands?”

The king is willing to give these men a second chance. This speaks to how highly he must have 
regarded them. Life was cheap in the ancient world. Normally the king would put people to death 
the moment they displeased him. But here, our three heroes are given one last opportunity.

Once again we see the rather redundant repetition of all of the musical instruments. The king could 
have just said, “When you hear the music play.” So perhaps as I mentioned before this is used as a 
literary device to educate us to the excessive bureaucracy of the Babylonian empire. The king's 
meaning here though is easily enough understood. If they comply and worship the image then all 
will be fine. But if they refuse to comply then its off to the fiery furnace.

You will note here what the king adds to this threat, “Who is the god who will deliver you from 
my hands.” Let me spell out what he is saying here. He's telling Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
the following, “I am a god and there is no god powerful enough to save you from me!” 
Nebuchadnezzar then saw himself as more authoritative and more powerful than any god. He 
believed that no god could undo his sentence of death. What foolish and stupid arrogance.

We should not forget that it was not that long ago that Daniel had revealed to him the power of the 
one true God. Perhaps he thought that rescuing someone from a fiery death was of an altogether 
greater magnitude than revealing a dream. Regarded from a human perspective we might agree. Its 
one thing to make a verbal prediction about the future quite another to save someone from inside a 
fire.

What king Nebuchadnezzar failed to realize was that the God of the three Jews wasn't just another 
pagan idol. He wasn't an image crafted out of wood and stone. He was not an impotent statue. The 
God they worshipped created the heavens and earth, controlled all nature, and could surely deliver 
His faithful worshippers from the burning fiery furnace. It would not be long before 
Nebuchadnezzar was greatly humbled and realised the error of his thinking.

Sadly many today think in a similar way to king Nebuchadnezzar.

They may believe that God did inspire the bible, but they do not believe that he can answer their 
prayers or deliver them from their personal problems. It is often manifest in the defeatist ways you 
hear some Christians speak. Have you ever heard a professing Christian say something along the 
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following lines, “My situation is so terrible, there's nothing that can be done. I suppose I must just 
accept it.”

Now God may indeed be testing this person. They may be facing a trail through which God is 
changing or transforming them. This difficult situation may be serving an educational purpose. But 
equally perhaps God is simply waiting for this person to turn to him. He is waiting for them to stop 
trusting in their own abilities and hand it over to Him. So in every situation, but especially in tough 
times we need to throw ourselves upon God's mercy and seek Him in prayer. We love and serve a 
God who is able to answer prayers. Amen.

So now its down to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. What will they choose to do? Let's find out.

15                 그렇다면이제라도너희가나팔과피리와수금과그밖의악기소리를듣거든내가만든신상앞에엎드려절하
라.            만일이번에도너희가절하지않는다면너희를뜨겁게타는용광로에던져넣을것이다.     그렇게되면그어떤신

     이너희를내손에서구해내겠느냐?”

      왕은이들에게두번째기회를주려고합니다.       이는그가그들을얼마나높이평가했는지를말해줍니다.  고대세계에
     서는사람의목숨이가치가별로없었습니다.        왕은사람들이그를불쾌하게만드는즉시그들을죽였습니다.  하지만

      여기서우리의세영웅에게마지막기회가주어집니다. 

      다시한번모든악기의이름이장황하게반복됩니다.   왕은단순히"너희가    음악연주를들을때"    라고말할수도있었
습니다.              제가앞서언급했듯이이러한반복은바빌론제국의과도한관료주의를알려주려는문학적기법인것같습니
다.      하지만여기서왕이뜻하는바는분명합니다.           그들이왕의명령을따르고그신상에절한다면아무일도없을것
입니다.        하지만그들이명령을거부한다면불타는용광로에던져질것입니다. 

  그리고나서왕은 "그 어떤 신이 너희를 내  손에서 구해 겠느냐내 냐?" 라고 위협합니다.      그가하는말의의미를설명해
보겠습니다.  그는샤드락, 메삭,  아벳느고에게" 는 신이고 너희를 로부터 구할 만  강력한 신은 없다나 나 큼 !" 라고 말하
는 것과 같습니다.           느부갓네살은자신이어떤신보다더큰권위와강한능력이있다고여겼습니다.    그는어떤신도

       자기가내린사형선고를무력화할수없다고믿었습니다.   얼마나어리석은오만함입니까! 

               우리는다니엘이왕에게유일하신참하나님의권능을보여준지얼마되지않았다는사실을잊지말아야합니다. 그
              는누군가를불타는죽음에서구하는것이꿈을계시하는것보다훨씬더위대한일이라고생각했을것입니다. 인간의

       관점에서보면우리도그렇게생각할 수있습니다.          미래에대한예언을말하는것과누군가를불속에서구하는것은
   전혀다른차원의것입니다. 

               느부갓네살왕이깨닫지못한것은세유대인이믿는하나님이그저또다른이교도우상이아니라는사실입니다. 그
     분은나무와돌로만든형상이아니었습니다.    그는무능한조각상이아니었습니다.     그들이경배하는하나님은하늘과
              땅을창조하셨고모든자연현상을지배하시며그의충실한경배자들을불타는용광로에서능히구해낼수있었습니

다.          느부갓네살은곧크게겸손해지고자신의잘못된생각을깨닫게될것입니다. 

        슬프게도오늘날많은사람들이느부갓네살왕과비슷한생각을합니다. 

      그들은하나님께서성경에영감을주셨다고믿을지모르지만,       그분이그들의기도에응답하거나개인적인문제에서
      그들을구해줄수있다고믿지않습니다.        그것은종종일부기독교인들이말하는패배주의적인방식으로나타납니다.

   기독교인이라고고백하는사람이 "  황은 너무 찍해서 해결책이 없어내 상 끔 .   그냥받아들여야해." 라고   말하는것을들
  어본적이있습니까?

       하나님께서는실제로이사람을시험하고계실수있습니다.        그들은하나님께서그들을변화시키려고하시는길에서
  있는지도모릅니다.         이런힘든상황은가르침을줄목적으로이용될수있습니다.     하지만단순히하나님께서는이사
      람이그분께로다가오기를기다리고계실수도있습니다.         그들이자신의능력을신뢰하는것을멈추고그분께기댈때
   까지하나님께서는기다리고계십니다.   그러므로모든상황에서,        특히힘든시기에우리는하나님의자비에의지하고

   기도로그분을찾아야합니다.         우리는기도에능히응답하실수있는하나님을사랑하고섬깁니다. 아멘. 
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 이제사드락, 메삭,   아벳느고에게공이넘어갔습니다.    그들은어떤선택을할까요?  알아보겠습니다.

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O 
king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we 
worship the gold image which you have set up.”

These three young men's response to this situation is one of the finest examples we have of 
courageous faith recorded in the pages of scripture. Note carefully what they don't do. They don't 
beg for mercy, or proclaim their innocence. They don't waste any time trying to persuade the king 
that they have not broken the law. They knew that the king's decree (his word) was the law. 
Therefore by that metric they were guilty. So instead of protesting they tell the king that they have 
no need to answer him in this matter. They are in effect pleading guilty. There is no need for them to
answer (make a case) for their innocence.

They may also mean in saying this that the king really has no right to question their loyalty. They 
don't need to give him an answer on this issue because their record speaks for itself. They had 
proven over time to be obedient and loyal workers. The king, who was no fool also knew that they 
were faithful Jews. This meant that they worshipped just one God. For them it was blasphemous to 
bow down and worship any other god. This was why they were refusing to bow down to the image. 
It had nothing to do with their lack or respect or loyalty to him as the king.

We move on now to their proclamation of faith. They demonstrate their rock solid confidence in 
God. They know without doubt that God will deliver them from the king's hand. There are of course
two ways that this might transpire. They may be thrown into the fire and it be God's will that they 
burnt to death. Their mortal bodies perish in the flames. In that instance God will deliver them from 
Nebuchadnezzar's hand by taking them away from him and, welcoming their souls into his eternal 
presence. This was very real possibility.

We know from Hebrews chapter 11 that God at times chooses not to save all who have faith in Him 
from a horrible earthly death. Many believers throughout history, and still today are martyred for 
their steadfast faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. People often believe that things were tougher for 
Christians in the past. This is not true. It's tougher now than at any previous point in histriy to be a 
follower if Christ. According to the Open Doors organisation in 2023 an average of 13 Christians 
were killed daily around the world for their faith. (https://www.christianpost.com/news/christians-
faced-record-level-of-violent-attacks-in-2023-report.html).

Now 13 per day across the globe may not strike you as being a very high number but think about 
that number over time. That's 403 believers in a month and close to 5000 over a year. Just think on 
that figure. 5000 people killed solely because they love and worship the Lord Jesus.  

Alternatively God may reward Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego's loyalty and faith by delivering 
them from a gruesome fiery death. If God does do this for these three Jewish men then once again 
they will be delivered from the hand of the king.

The bible provides us with plenty of examples of those God saved in moments of great peril. We 
might remember how God delivered His people from Pharaoh's cavalry as they fled from Egypt. 
Hemmed in at the Red Sea, the Hebrews witnessed God's miraculous deliverance. They crossed the 
Red Sea safely on dry ground, whereas the pursuing cavalry drowned in its returning water (Exodus
14).

So as they stood before the king these three young men did not know what God would do. And yet 
as they stood there they remained posed and calm. Perhaps as they stood before the fuming king 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego recalled God's promise given in Isaiah.

https://www.christianpost.com/news/christians-faced-record-level-of-violent-attacks-in-2023-report.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/christians-faced-record-level-of-violent-attacks-in-2023-report.html
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When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you.
When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned,
Nor shall the flame scorch you. (Isaiah 43:2-3)

So they were confident that they served a God who was able to save them. But, and this point is 
very important. They did not presume to know what God would do. Its a very important distinction 
to make. What God chooses to do is His prerogative alone. He is the creator and we are only the 
creature. We must never presume to know what God will do in any given situation. He always 
knows and does what is best. He is never bound to do what we want, or what we think is best.

We arrive now at verse 18. I asked you before to try and imagine how these men must have felt 
standing before the king. We know their fate but they did not. So what they say here in verse 18 is 
staggering. Let me read it again to stress the import of what they are saying.

But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship 
the gold image which you have set up.”

Allow me to paraphrase.
“It does not matter king Nebuchadnezzar what you say or do. You will never persuade or compel us 
to turn from the God we serve to your gods. We will NEVER forsake our God and worship your 
image.”

What an amazing example they present to us of true, rock solid faith. You've perhaps not heard of 
the term “transactional faith” before but I bet you have some experience of it. Simply put it's the 
idea that faith is a process of give and take. If I do X then God should do Y. Let me give you some 
examples. If I go to church every week and tithe generously then God should reward me. If I 
promise not to keep falling into that particular pattern of sin then God will give me what I ask for. If
I follow God as a loyal believer He will heal my sick child or parent. Basically transactional faith 
can be defined as follows, I will do what you want God provided you reward me.

Many believers make these, and similar kinds of promises before God. I hope you can see the 
problem with transactional faith. It isn't true faith. It isn't believing and trusting in God. Its 
bargaining with God.

True faith confesses the Lord and obeys Him regardless of the consequences. This is what we have 
seen from Daniel and his three friends. From their arrival in Babylon they determined that they 
would faithfully follow God. There was never a bargain made. They never said to God, if we are 
faithful we expect you to protect and reward us. Instead, they just determined, with the Lord's help 
of course that they were going to be different. They were determined not to give in to the pressure 
of conforming to the Babylonian culture. This is what we have here in Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego. They will not give up their faith in God. They will cling to Him no matter what comes.

Next week Lord willing we will find out how Nebuchadnezzar reacts to these strong words and 
what becomes of our three heroes.

16       그러자사드락과메삭과아벳느고가왕에게이렇게대답하였다. “느부갓네살왕이시여,     우리는이문제에대해서
     우리입장을변호할필요를느끼지않습니다. 17          만일우리가뜨겁게타는용광로속에던져진다고해도우리가섬기

        는하나님은우리를그용광로에서구해내실수있습니다.        그리고그분은반드시우리를왕의손에서건져내실것입
니다. 18                 비록하나님이우리를구해내지않으실지라도우리는왕의신들을섬기지않을것이며또왕이세우신금

    신상에게절하지도않을것이니왕이시여,   그런줄아십시오.”
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              이상황에서세청년이보여준대응은성경에기록된대담한믿음의가장훌륭한예중하나입니다.   그들이하지않는
   일을주의깊게살펴보세요.      그들은자비를구하거나무죄를주장하지않습니다.      그들은법을어기지않았다고왕을

    설득하기위해시간을낭비하지않습니다.   그들은왕의법령(  그의말)   이법임을알았습니다.    그러므로그관점에서볼
  때그들은유죄였습니다.           그들은항의하는대신왕에게이문제에대해대답할필요가없다고말합니다.  그들은유죄
 를인정합니다.    그들의무죄함에대해설명할(변론할)  필요가없습니다. 

             또한그들이이렇게말하는것은왕이그들의충성심을결코의심해서는안된다는의미일수도있습니다. 그들의 경력
자체가 대변하기 때문에 그들은      자신들의충성심에대해변호할필요가없습니다.     그들은왕의일을하면서순종적이

   고충성스러운일꾼임을증명했습니다.          바보가아닌왕은그들이신실한유대인이라는사실또한알고있었습니다. 이
       말은그들이오직하나님한분만을경배한다는뜻입니다.       다른신에게절하고경배하는것이그들에게는신성모독이

었습니다.     그래서그들은신상에절하기를거부하였습니다.        그것은왕에대한그들의존경이부족하거나불충한것과
   는전혀상관이없었습니다. 

    이제그들의신앙선포로넘어가겠습니다.       그들은하나님에대한흔들리지않는확신을보여줍니다.  하나님께서그들
       을왕의손에서구해주실것을의심하지않았습니다.         이런일이일어날수있는두가지방법이있습니다.   그들이불

 속에던져지고,        하나님의뜻에따라그들이불에타죽는것입니다.         그들의죽을수밖에없는몸은불길속에서죽습
니다.       그순간하나님은그들을느부갓네살의손에서구해내시고,      그들의영혼을그분의영원한임재로영접하십니다.

   이것은매우현실적인가능성이었습니다. 

  우리는히브리서11             장을통해하나님께서는때때로그분을믿는사람들을끔찍한지상의죽음에서구원하지않기로
 선택하심을압니다.  역사를통틀어,            그리고오늘날에도여전히많은신자들이주예수그리스도에대한믿음때문에

순교합니다.           사람들은종종과거에살았던그리스도인들의상황이오늘날보다더힘들었을거라고믿습니다.  이것은
 사실이아닙니다.         지금은역사상그어느때보다그리스도를따르기가더힘듭니다. Open Doors   조직에따르면20

23      년에전세계적으로매일평균13      명의그리스도인이신앙때문에죽임을당했습니다. (https://www.christian
post.com/news/christians-faced-record-level-of-violent-attacks-in-2023-report.html). 

   전세계적으로하루에13           명이면그렇게많은숫자가아니라고생각할수도있지만계산을 해보세요.   한달이면403
명, 일  년이면5,000   명에달하는숫자입니다.   그수를생각해보세요. 일 년에 5,000     명이주예수님을사랑하고경배

   한다는이유만으로죽임을당했습니다. 
   다른방법은하나님께서사드락, 메삭,          아벳느고의충성심과믿음에보답하여그들을끔찍한불길의죽음에서구해주

  실수도있습니다.              하나님께서이세유대인을위해그렇게하신다면그들은다시한번왕의손에서구출될것입니다.

          성경에는하나님께서큰위험에처한사람들을구해주신많은사례가있습니다.     출애굽동안하나님께서파라오의기
       병대로부터그분의백성을어떻게구해주셨는지기억해보세요.      홍해에갇힌히브리인들은하나님의기적적인구원

 을목격했습니다.      그들은마른땅으로홍해를안전하게건넜지만,     추격하던기병대는물이덮쳐수장되었습니다(출애
 굽기14장). 

          이세청년은왕앞에섰을때하나님께서어떻게하실지몰랐습니다.        하지만그들은거기에 서서침착한자세를유
지했습니다. 사드락, 메삭,             아벳느고는분노에찬왕앞에섰을때이사야에게주신하나님의약속을떠올렸을것입니
다. 

네가 물 가운데로 지날 때 가내  너와 함께 할 것이라. 
강을 건널 때에 물이 너를 침몰하지 못할 것이며 

        네가불가운데로지날때에타지도아니할것이요
불꽃이 너를 사르지도 못하리니 (이사야 43:2-3) 
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        그들은자신들을능히구원하실수있는하나님을섬긴다고확신했습니다.      하지만여기서매우중요한점은하나님께
      서어떻게하실지자신들이안다고생각하지않았습니다.     이것을구별하는것은아주중요합니다.   하나님이무슨선택
    을하시든그것은그분의특권입니다.      그분은창조주이시고우리는단지피조물일뿐입니다.    우리는어떤상황에서든

      하나님께서무엇을하실지결코알수없습니다.      그분은항상무엇이최선인지아시고행하십니다.   그분은우리가원
        하는거나우리가최선이라고생각하는것을행하실의무가없습니다. 

 이제18  절에도달했습니다.             제가좀전에왕앞에선이사람들이어떤기분이었을지상상해보라고말씀드렸습니다.
      우리는그들의운명을알고있지만그들은몰랐습니다.  여기18      절에서그들이하는말은가히충격적입니다.  그들이

      하는말의중요성을강조하기위해다시읽어보겠습니다. 

18                 비록하나님이우리를구해내지않으실지라도우리는왕의신들을섬기지않을것이며또왕이세우신금신상에
    게절하지도않을것이니왕이시여,   그런줄아십시오.”

이 세 청년들의 말을 의역하자면, “느브갓네살 왕이여, 당신이 무슨 말을 하든 또는 무슨 짓을 하든지 관상  없습니다. 
당신은 결코 우리로 하여금 우리가 섬기는 하나님을 떠나 당신의 신들에게로 돌아서도록 설득하거나 강요하지 못할 

것입니다. 우리는 결코 우리의 하나님을 저버리고 당신의 신상에 절하지 않을 것입니다.”

그들은 놀랍도록 진실하고 견고한 믿음의 본보기를 보여줍니다.   여러분은아마도"  거래적믿음transactional 
faith "          이라는용어를들어본적이없더라도그것에대한경험은있을것입니다.      간단히말해서믿음은주고받는과

 정이라는생각입니다. 가 내 X    를하면하나님은Y    를하실거라는사고방식입니다.    몇가지예를들어보겠습니다. 내
          가매주교회에참석하고십일조를후하게바치면하나님은나에게상을주실거야. 가 어떤 특정한 죄를 짓지 않겠내

      다고약속하면하나님은내가원하는것을주실거야. 가 충실한 신자로서 하 님을 따르면 하 님은 자녀  부모의 내 나 나 나

  병을고쳐주실거야.    기본적으로거래적믿음을정의하자면, 하나님께서 에게 보 을 주신다면 저도 하 님이 원하시나 상 나

  는것을하겠습니다. 

        많은신자들이하나님앞에서이와비슷한종류의약속을합니다.     거래적믿음이문제가있음을아시겠죠.  그것은진
  정한믿음이아닙니다.      그것은하나님을믿고신뢰하는것이아닙니다.   그것은하나님과의거래입니다. 

       진정한믿음은결과에상관없이주님을고백하고그분께순종합니다.        우리는이런진정한믿음을다니엘과그의세친
 구에게서봅니다.        그들은바빌론에도착한후로하나님을충실히따르기로결심했습니다.     그들의믿음을가지고결코
 거래하지않았습니다.            그들은우리가하나님을충실히따르면당신이우리를보호하고보상해주셔야한다고하나님

   께말한적이없습니다.          그들은단지하나님의도우심으로주변에있는이교도들과는다르게살겠다고다짐했습니다. 
        그들은바빌론문화에맞춰살라는압력에굴복하지않기로결심했습니다.   이것이바로샤드락, 메삭, 아벳느고에게서

   볼수있는것입니다.       그들은하나님에대한믿음을포기하지않을것입니다.       그들은무슨일이일어나든그분만을
 의지할것입니다. 

       다음주에느부갓네살이이들의강력한말에어떻게반응하는지,        그리고우리의세영웅에게무슨일이일어나는지알
 아볼것입니다.

Lesson to learn
I have two comments to make based on today's passage.

       오늘의본문에기초하여두가지의견을말씀드리고싶습니다.

1 Standing firm in our faith
Today we examined what happened when Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego found their faith 
tested. We can only truly gauge the strength of something when it is put to the test. Let me give you 
an example.
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If you go rock climbing or abseiling you use a carabiner. It's basically a safety clip to which you 
attach the rope. As you climb or descend the rock face the carabiner takes your weight. Carabiners 
come in a variety of sizes. They also come with a warning indicating the maximum amount of 
weight they will support. If you are going to use one for climbing you'd better select one easily able 
to support your body weight. Of course until you step off the ledge and allow it to hold your weight 
you cannot be fully certain it is strong enough. It is if you like an act of faith in the manufacturers of
the carabiner.

In today's story it was that moment of stepping off the ledge for those three Jewish men. They could
have backed off and given into what the king asked. Or they could trust in God and stand firm in 
what they believed. This is what they chose to do.

It has been the case throughout history that Christians have come under attack. Satan hates us and 
encourages the world to hate us too. Believers in Christ face physical persecution, job 
discrimination and many more subtle kinds of intolerance and harassment. We have all probably 
faced moments where our faith is challenged. You may been mocked or ridiculed for your faith. 
Perhaps people have laughed and said something like, “You believe the world is less than 10,000 
years old. You're an idiot!” “Do you really think Jesus performed miracles?” You may have been 
called a “Bible basher” or a “Jesus freak” when people found out you were a Christian. Perhaps you
have been ostracised or excluded from things because of your faith. It could be that you have 
experienced much worse.  Maybe you have been physically threatened or actually abused for your 
faith. When, or if we find ourselves in such situations and our faith is tested we can look back to the
courage and determination of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Three men who were determined 
to follow God and do what pleased Him. No matter the outcome nothing could shake their faith. 
They stepped off that ledge and trusted God. May we with God's help do the same.  

1   믿음     안에     굳건히     서다

 오늘사드락, 메삭,        아벳느고가믿음의시험을받았을때어떻게행동했는지보았습니다.    우리는무언가를시험해보
      아야만그힘을진정으로가늠할수있습니다.   예를들어보겠습니다.      암벽등반이나래펠링을할때는카라비너

carabiner  를사용합니다.     그것은로프를고정하는안전클립입니다.       암벽위를올라가거나내려갈때카라비너가사
  람의무게를견뎌냅니다.   카라비너는크기가다양합니다.         또한최대로지지할수있는무게가적힌경고가표시됩니

다.             등반할때카라비너를사용한다면자신의몸무게를충분히지탱할수있는카라비너를선택해야합니다.  물론절
             벽끝에서발을떼고줄에매달려보지않으면그것이충분히강한지알수가없습니다.    카라비너를만든회사를믿는

 수밖에없습니다. 

         오늘의본문내용은세유대인이절벽끝에서발을떼는순간이었습니다.        그들은뒤로물러나왕이요구한대로따를
 수도있었습니다.         또는하나님을신뢰하고그들의믿음으로굳건히설수도있었습니다.    후자가그들이한선택이었습

니다. 

     기독교인들은역사를통틀어지속적으로공격받아왔습니다.       사탄은그리스도인들을미워하고세상을부추겨우리를
 미워하게만듭니다.   그리스도인들은신체적박해,  직장차별 뿐만 아니라     미묘한종류의편협함과괴롭힘을당합니다.

       우리모두는우리의믿음이시험받는순간을경험했을것입니다.        믿음때문에조롱받고비웃음을당했을수도있습니
다.   아마도사람들은"   지구역사가1   만년도안된다고? 참  으로어리석군!" "     예수가정말로기적을행했다고믿어?" 

       당신이기독교인이라는것을알았을때그들은당신을"성경골수Bible basher"  나 "  예수괴짜Jesus freak"  라고불
  렀을수도있습니다.     신앙때문에소외당했을수도있습니다.       훨씬더심한일을겪었을수도있습니다.   신앙때문에

       신체적위협을받았거나실제로학대를받았을수도있습니다.         우리가그런상황에처해있고믿음이시험을받을때
  면우리는샤드락, 메삭,      아벳느고의용기와결의를돌아볼수있습니다.      하나님을따르고그분이기뻐하시는일을하

   기로결심한세사람.          결과가어떻든그들의믿음을흔들수있는것은아무것도없었습니다.    그들은절벽끝에서발
   을내딛고하나님을신뢰했습니다.        하나님의도움으로우리도똑같이할수있기를바랍니다.

2 Speaking the truth no matter the cost
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There's a well known joke about a person who went for a job as an accountant. The interview had 
gone very well. The interviewer sat back in his chair and said, “You've done well. This is my final 
question. Are you an honest person?” The person being interviewed without pausing replied, “Yes, 
but I'm not fanatically honest.”
In other words he was saying that he couldn't be relied upon to always be honest. Such an answer 
raises some interesting questions. What does it mean to be “moderately” or partially honest? Surely 
anything less than 100% honesty is a deception at best, or at worst an outright lie.

When Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego faced king Nebuchadnezzar's questions they could have 
been “moderately” honest. They could have given the king an answer that possibly would have 
placated him. But to do so would have been dishonouring to God. God wanted their full and 
complete committent to Him. Therefore they spoke the truth boldly no matter what it cost them. 
They told the king in no uncertain terms, “We serve God alone, we will never willingly bow to any 
other false god.”

Today we live in a world that is becoming increasingly intolerant of alternative positions. If you 
hold a dissenting position to the ideas pushed by the global elites, and the mass media they control 
you are labelled a crack-pot or someone who is potentially dangerous. It seems highly likely that in 
the near future bible believing Christians will be included in this group. Already in some countries 
Christians are labelled as dangerous.

Depending on where you live you should expect anger, intolerance and persecution to come your 
way if you are a committed Christian. In such hostile climates it is often easier to go along in order 
to get along. To be “moderately honest” in your dealings with people. To be a little bit wishy- 
washy,  a bit non-committal when asked the really challenging questions. To be someone we might 
describe as being a Christian in name only. One who bends in whichever way the wind blows.

Brothers and sisters may such things never be said of us. May no one ever accuse us of being 
wishy-washy in what we believe. May no one ever think we lack real courage and conviction. Let 
us learn from the example of today's three heroes. May we all speak the truth boldly no matter the 
cost.  

2   어떤     대가를     치르더라도     진실을     말하다
         회계사로일하려고면접을보러간사람에대한잘알려진농담이있습니다.    면접이아주잘진행되었습니다. 면접관은

   의자에기대어앉아"잘하셨습니다.  마지막질문입니다. 당신은  정직한사람입니까?"  라고물었습니다.   면접을보던사
  람은즉시"네,     하지만저는극단적으로정직하지는않습니다."  라고대답했습니다. 

즉,          그는항상정직할것이라고기대할수있는사람이아니라는의미입니다.       그런대답은몇가지흥미로운질문을
제기합니다. "적당히moderately"      또는부분적으로정직하다는것은무엇을의미합니까? 100%   정직하지못한것

       은좋게말해도속임수이고나쁘게말하면뻔뻔한거짓말입니다. 

샤드락, 메삭,        아벳느고가느부갓네살왕의질문에직면했을때그들은"적당히moderately"   정직할수있었습니다. 
       그들은왕이듣고싶어하는대답을할수도있었습니다.         하지만그렇게하는것은하나님을영화롭게하는일이아니

었습니다.     하나님은그분께온전히헌신하기를원하십니다.       그러므로어떤대가를치르더라도그들은담대하게진실을
말합니다.   그들은왕에게"    우리는오직하나님만을섬기고,       다른거짓신에게절대절하지않을것입니다."  라고분명

 하게말합니다. 

           오늘날우리는반대의견을가진사람에대해관대하지않은세상에살고있습니다.    세계를움직이는엘리트와그들이
       통제하는대중매체가추구하는사상에반대하는입장을취한다면,       당신은괴짜나잠재적으로위험한사람으로낙인

찍힙니다.            가까운미래에성경을믿는그리스도인들이이그룹에포함될가능성이매우높아보입니다.   이미어떤나
    라에서는그리스도인들을위험한자들로분류합니다. 
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      살고있는곳에따라헌신적인그리스도인이라면분노, 편협,     박해가찾아올것으로예상해야합니다.   그런적대적인
        분위기에서는문제없이지내기위해타협하는것이더쉽습니다.    사람들을대할때"   적당히정직moderately 

honest "  하기쉽습니다.      도전적인질문을받았을때약간우유부단하고,   약간은소극적으로행동합니다.  이름만그리
  스도인이되는것입니다.    바람이부는대로휘어집니다. 

  형제자매여러분,     우리가그런그리스도인이아니기를바랍니다.      누구도우리의믿음이우유부단하다고비난하지않
 기를바랍니다.         누구도우리에게진정한용기와확신이부족하다고생각하지않기를바랍니다.    오늘의세영웅의모범
  에서배우기를바랍니다.           우리모두가어떤대가를치르더라도담대하게진실을말할수있기를바랍니다.

 

 


