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Scripture: Daniel 1:1-2

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his
hand, with some of the articles of the house of God, which he carried into the land of Shinar
to the house of his god; and he brought the articles into the treasure house of his god.
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Introduction

It's an exciting day today. It's the day that we embark on what will be a long, and at times difficult
journey. But don't be discouraged ultimately you will find it to be a deeply rewarding journey. No
deep study of God's revelation should leave us unchanged. And that will certainly be the case with
Daniel. It will be a journey that will take us back to the ancient Babylonian civilization six centuries
before the birth of Christ. A strange pagan world very different to the world we inhabit today. A
place of weirdly named kings and rulers, mysterious gods and bizarre customs. Welcome to the
glorious book of Daniel.

What can you expect in the weeks and months to come? Allow me to whet your appetite.
Teenagers. Kings. Queens. Dreams. Statues. Magicians. Prayers. Astrologers. Lions. Beasts.
Visions. Horns. Flames. Eunuchs. Numbers. Kingdoms. Gold. Goats and a ghostly hand. All of that
is to come!

It's a fascinating book in so many ways. I'd say it occupies a unique place in the lives and bible
reading experiences of many, if not most Christians. Daniel contains some of the best known and
most loved biblical stories. I bet every Christian could tell you the story of Daniel in the lions den,
and Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace.

These stories never lose their appeal, and believers of all ages find something uplifting in them. But
equally when it comes to its future prophecies contained in the second half of the book it is one of
the least well known, and least well understood books of the bible.

I suspect that many Christians enjoy the first half of the book a great deal, and then either put it
down or struggle through the second half. Perhaps you've had a similar experience. The fist six
chapters are a gripping read. But then it starts to get complex, and let's be honest a little weird. So as
we begin it's worth addressing the following question;

Why should we take the time to read and study Daniel?
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The obvious answer to such a question is that it is an important part of Gods inspired revelation.
That makes it worthy of our time and attention. God didn't inspire writers to write and preserve
things that are not of immense value and importance. But when it comes to Daniel there are a few
particular reasons as to why we should devote our time and energy to its study. Let me give you
three reasons.

Firstly we should study Daniel to properly understand and appreciate its prophetic accuracy. His
predictions have been so accurate that many have actually called into question when the book was
written. The critics claim that one man could not have made such predictions. That's true, one man
alone couldn't, but Daniel was inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Let me give you one example. Daniel proclaimed that Israel’s long-awaited Messiah would begin
his public ministry 483 years after the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem (Daniel
9:25-26). He further predicted that the Messiah would be “cut oft,” killed, and that this event would
take place prior to a second destruction of Jerusalem. Doctor Hugh Ross has estimated that the
probability of this coming true is 1 in 10 to the power 5. That's one chance in 100,000. And yet it
came true exactly as predicted.

Daniel precisely predicted the rise and fall of four successive empires. He anticipated the reign of
Alexander the great as well as the fall of Jerusalem. Most significantly Daniel spoke at length about
the Messianic Kingdom to come. In fact 13 of the approximately 350 Messianic prophecies found in
the Old Testament occur in Daniel. That so many of Daniel's prophecies have been fulfilled affirms
that what we are reading truly is divinely inspired. There is simply no other explanation for his level
of accuracy. What does this mean for us today? Well, seeing how these prophecies were fulfilled by
God should give us a renewed sense of hope. We may be living in dark and difficult days but God
has not forgotten us and His plans will never be thwarted.

Secondly studying Daniel is key to understanding end time prophecy. In many ways piecing
together what will happen at the end of time is rather like a jigsaw puzzle. We have all of individual
pieces and as we slot them into place the picture becomes clearer. As events are fulfilled God slots
another piece into the completed puzzle. The question for us living today is how many pieces
remain. There may be many more pieces to go, or the picture may almost be complete. Only God
the Father knows.
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Daniel received his prophecies a long time ago. And at the time they confused him. He was clearly
being shown things beyond that lay way beyond his comprehension. He had no idea of what God's
full future picture would be. But many of Daniel futuristic predictions are historical realities for us.
We have witnessed, and are continuing to witness many of these pieces literally falling into place.
Surely that's a great incentive for us to want to read and study this book.

Thirdly we should study Daniel to better help us appreciate God's sovereignty over difficult times.
Daniel wrote about how we are to live with hope in a world of violence, suffering and endless
sorrow. The importance of that truth has no expiry date. Today we are living in the modern
equivalent of Babylon. A world in which Christian values and teachings are increasingly being
pushed to the side and marginalised. We exist within a world in which sin, depravity and
wickedness is praised, and God, and the things He holds dear are mocked and ridiculed. Things are
bad right now, and they are only going to get worse. How can Christians endure? How are we to
maintain our hope in these difficult times? Daniel reminds us that God always remains in control.
So there you have it. Three very good reasons to be excited as we begin our study of Daniel. Let us
now step back and take a survey of the book of Daniel.
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Daniel survey

Before diving into any book of the bible its useful to stand back and take a survey. We want to ask
the kinds of questions we'd ask about any piece of writing. What is it I'm reading? Who wrote it?
When was it written? Why was it written? To whom was it written? And, what's it all about? Once
we have answers to those questions we can better appreciate what we are reading. So let's get
started.
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1 What is it I'm reading?

Well obviously you are reading a book of the bible. To be more precise a book of the Old
Testament. Daniel is the fifth book of the Major Prophets and the twenty-seventh book of the Old
Testament. It contains 12 chapters, 357 verses and in its original language form comprised 9001
words.

The Jews placed Daniel in the Writings section of their Bible. As you may be aware the Hebrews
divided the bible into three sections. The Law, the prophets and the writings. We might expect
Daniel to appear in the prophets, but he was actually placed in the writings section. This was
because Daniel was not a prophet in the sense in which the other Hebrew prophets were. Make no
mistake, he functioned as a prophet, and he wrote inspired Scripture, but he was a government
official (an administrator in a Gentile land) rather than a preaching prophet.

In terms of the genre of writing Daniel is very interesting. It is an intriguing mix of narrative
history, prophetic oracle, and apocalyptic material.

Narrative history as its name suggests describes real events and situations as they played out in their
particular historical setting. So in Daniel we are reading about the experiences of Jewish exiles who
were taken to live in Babylon in the sixth century BC.
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Prophetic oracles refers to revelations of future events that are given by God to a prophet. In
Daniel's case he is the one serving as the recipient of the prophecies. Prophecies as we shall see
often contain symbolic elements which can make them challenging to interpret.

Apocalyptic material is a specific form of prophecy, largely involving symbols and imagery. It
typically predicts coming disasters and destruction. Apocalyptic literature involves descriptions of
the end of the world and typically depicts grandiose, cataclysmic events. We see in Daniel strange
descriptions and bizarre imagery. Frequently events are described in metaphors, rather than in literal
terms. All of this combines to make this form of literature a particular challenge to understand.

As I mentioned when we looked at Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego Daniel is constructed in a
unique way. It's made up of two halves, each of which has its own literary style. The first half
(chapters. 1-6) contains stories from the lives of Daniel and his three friends, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego. The style here is largely narrative history. The second half of the book (chapters 7—
12) contains prophetic oracles and apocalyptic visions.

When it comes to the original languages of Daniel we also see something interesting. Chapter one is
written in Hebrew and then chapters two to seven are written in Aramaic. Chapters 8 to 12 reverts
to Hebrew. Why you might wonder is this the case. Well it's actually very straightforward.

Those parts of Daniel which deal with, or generally concern themselves with Gentile affairs are
written in Aramaic. This was the common language of these Gentile peoples. Those portions which
were of a particularly Jewish interest (chaps. 1, 8-12) were written in Hebrew so that they might be
better read and understood by Jews.

Let us turn now and consider who wrote this amazing book.

1. 31 Q=710 4

== 0| M2 4 SOl & O Z2iop| 2ol 72588 T oF B TR LK M the book of
the Major Prophets 2| TP EHRY| RO [Kt T12PZ40| AZ QL LHRH XHRUL T} O| 2HS 12 L 357 B2 7|0
oM 1 =2 9001 TR 7 [EEREELIEE

PSS CH-IRUME KA E0| A4Z0IN 4= A the writing 2| SILIZ RRSIFESLIEE RLIRIES TRIEE M|
EROo=Z LIER=H| 28X the Law, 02 the prophets, J2[1 42 the writings RILIEE 2= CH-RO|
OfiIA0]| S2kn Offefet 2= QXIPH A== dRAM= E/ELCE 1 0lfe CHIZ0| T RO MRS &
= FFO| MXRPHOR-RY | R RILIEE 25HEPK| ORuA |2, TR MK KIRACH SILIER| ZAsS R0t 88
7 EREHCE 28 = Hiwsh= AR KPHOR-2E R 22| O IR (o | SiEah STt

CHAAC| H== O S0IEELICE O] M2 MEEIR! Gharrative history, 0P A\ [prophetic oracle,
211 SAK L apocalyptic material O] SOIEA| 2i(0] USLICE

A1 S hnarrative history = OO 2 4+ QUS0] S Aol QoA ARt Akeie 7 =i Ik [
2P 7|25 6 AP o]l HIZIZ0= Teit QUHRl E2S0| 2SS T RUDI 22 4 USLLE

OloH A |prophetic oracle = SH-EVHI MRIKIOfH| 7= O2HR| ARH0]| Chiot AN S LREELIEE CRRC| BR
DRI 22 MAKIRILIEE 2= KiKE HAZIKEH 0fIRi0f= SHAISE | 0242 27201 @4=0| 2ok (0f QU
= 8 EELIE

SAE Li2apocalyptic material 2 =2 A2 O0KIE Tofsh= £ SEfo| OfilLct 2RO Cpie
AR HUS oS EE SAR =2 M| SO Cliot MRS Zralbin] 2RO FHSEN AHE0I ARAS
BARILICE R2I= C-RINOM Ofelet ZARE 7 [t OP KIS ELIFE ARASO0| AR CfE0| 80Pt Of HiF
2 A= APV RSN 0] = Z4E0| SN O| XS Ofdlish= 2342 OfzH| BHELIEL

KNP HAEEEE OAF T2 [0 ofsli="104| ChsH MRS T HERO| CH-[AM= =55t BiAloz Uz o] QEELIEL &



Daniel 1 - Introduction — Sermon Notes Page 6
HEO= Vo] Qi ZR2I0| £52 NEoH Fold ARRI0| QESLIEL THEF(1~6 2)0fl= TRt 10| A X
T A=E! DAL ofgti="no| Siof| CHot OO P B4 QESLIEE O] 20| AFIJ2 CHYIE A=Kl SARILIEE =
HE(7~12 ) 0jl= Ol HA Rt SAPERI SHO| B QEELICE

CHIAMO| IS0 ARl 210] Eoot SOIEELIEL 1 A2 S|EE0F 2 TFE 7 T2 OROE 7 |SEIRELIEE 8
~12 H2 L[ S|ER[0R 7 [BEQELICE o K| 322 LI AKM Off= OHR ZIERILCE

CR RO ORI ZAIE CIEAL D= 2iEiEl 222 OI0R 7 ISE QLI OOV 1 A | ORIRIES)]
S5 QIO{FELICE S| [LicEnt 2P = B2 & 8~12 Zh2 |LHCIE0| 9 L ZHopliet &= U=
S|HE0E 7 |SE S

ON| O] S22 M2 22 MRS AHEZEEL L

.

2 Who wrote it?

As with many books of the bible there is considerable debate surrounding the authorship of the
book of Daniel. Some contemporary scholars hold that Daniel was not even a real person. He was,
so they claim a legendary figure. They therefore propose an anonymous author writing around 167
BC rather than 530 BC when Daniel lived. This view helps them explain the amazing accuracy of
Daniel's prophecies. Anyone can be “accurate” after an event has actually occurred. Naturally I do
not hold with this view.

I, along with most conservative biblical scholars believe that there was a real Daniel and that he was
the author of this book. The Jews from the earliest appearance of this book believed that Daniel was
its writer. We have both good internal and external evidence to support this position.

Internally the book makes it abundantly clear in several places that Daniel is the writer (8:1; 9:2, 20;
10:2). On nine occasions we read the phrase, “I, Daniel.”

Externally, the prophet Ezekiel mentioned Daniel (Ezek. 14:14; 28:3). Also of far more significance
is that the Lord Jesus Christ spoke about this book as being written by the prophet Daniel (Matt.
24:15; Mark 13:14). In Matthew's gospel we read these words of Jesus,

“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,” spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand). (Matt 24:15)

So when Jesus Himself affirms that Daniel was a real person who authored this book the debate is
over.
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3. Who was Daniel?

Daniel’s name in Hebrew means “God is my judge” or “Judge of God.” He was probably born in or
around Jerusalem sometime around 620 - 623 BC. The book of Daniel itself testifies to the fact that
he was a Jewish captive, of noble descent, who was carried off to Babylon after Nebuchadnezzar’s
first conquest of Jerusalem in 605 BC. He was at this time aged somewhere between 13 and 20. We
also know that he never returned from Babylon, and died there as an old man of between 80 and 90
years of age.

Daniel holds a very special place in scripture. He is one of very few individuals about which
nothing negative is recorded. In fact, he had an outstanding reputation among his contemporaries
for righteousness and devotion to God. From the testimony of those who knew him, he was known
for his righteousness (Ezek 14:14, 20) and his wisdom (Ezek 28:3).

In fact Daniel became famous not only among the Jews but also the Babylonians, Medes and
Persians for his great wisdom and integrity

Let us move on now and consider the dating of the book.
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4 When was the book written?

Again this a subject that continues to provoke considerable debate. Don't worry, I'm not going to
bore you with all of the arguments here. For conservative scholars the dating is quite
straightforward. The events of the book of Daniel span the period from 605 BC (Dan 1:1) to 536
BC (Dan 10:1). We also must factor into our date setting that we know that Cyrus the Great, the last
ruler mentioned by name died in 530 BC. This means that Daniel most likely wrote the book shortly
after 536 BC (Dan 10:1) but before 530 BC.
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Let us turn now to consider why the book was written.

4L =

QA LZETLZO| O SAOf| CHHA] Aot =780| QESLICE SR O N 1 BE =SS T6IHN Of2f2S
XA 42 27 DR, EeA01 A4 SIKIS0I= CRRIAP | MOIRI SR8 T CHRIM= 7|
21605 H(TH: 1) FE 717 536 H(EH0:1)7KIQ| 7 7 &2 Lot ARAES 7155k QEELIEE 22 Ot
LI2A0]| 00| AHZ=! KB SKIKIRI HIEA LR 2{A tCyrus the Great O 7 [P 530 H0i| ARSI
R G ALAOP| 0] O Zd Bt HCH AFS0f| 0250k SiICt Of= CH-IZ0| O] S 7|7 536 1A &
2(TH10:1), 224+ 712K 530 H OFN0|| 7 [EHE 71540 7Y =22 CPRiIct

Of| O 20| AA0f%| Ol S HZIoH E2ELHIE

5 Why was it written?

Very simply put Daniel was written to record the Babylonian captivity and future events
concerning Israel. The book's main message is as follows;

God is in control no matter how bad things look, and his kingdom will one day fill the earth.

When we think about the historic context in which Daniel was writing the importance of this
message becomes apparent. Those Jews of Daniel's generation who were taken into exile must have
thought their entire world had come crashing down. Taken from their homes, their culture, their
religious system and their God. They must have wondered how they could go on living with hope in
a wicked pagan culture. So Daniel writes with the following purposes in mind.

e He writes to show, from his own and his three friends examples how to remain faithful to God
and live in hope even when surrounded by a wicked pagan culture.

e He writes to remind his readers that God is always in control. It is God who establishes and
deposes kings. Therefore we should trust that He always knows best.

e He writes to remind his readers that God remains faithful in protecting and preserving them even
whilst they are under divine discipline for their disobedience.

e He writes to graphically outline the prophetic period known as ‘the times of the Gentiles’ (Luke
21:24). The book shows the effect the Gentile nations will have on Israel while she is waiting for
God’s covenants to her to be fulfilled under the Messiah’s reign.

e Finally he writes to reveal Israel’s future deliverance and the blessings she will enjoy in the
coming age. It serves to remind the Jews that God remains faithful.

Let us turn to briefly consider to whom the book was written.
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6 To whom was it written

As I think we have established the Book of Daniel was primarily written for a Jewish audience. In
particular those who had been taken by force from Judah and relocated to Babylon. It would be this
group initially at least, and those who would later return who would benefit most from Daniel's
words.

Let us conclude our survey by briefly summarising what the Book of Daniel is all about.
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7 What's it all about?

I shall give you just a very brief skeleton overview here. In 605 BC the Babylonian king
Nebuchadnezzar II conquered Judah. Along with many of the temples treasures he also took the
very best of Jewish society back to his cultural centre the city of Babylon. This would be done in
three successive waves.

In the first wave went Daniel and his three friends best known by their Babylonian names,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men would be trained in order to assume governmental
roles in the Babylonian empire. They proved to be exemplary in many ways and were soon
promoted. It wasn't all plain and easy sailing however. The first part of the book of Daniel tells us
about their experiences as devout and loyal Jews in this pagan world. It shows through some
memorable stories how they stayed firm and resisted Nebuchadnezzar indoctrination programme.

The second part of Daniel contains four visions. The first is of four hybrid sea beasts which moves
into one about the Son of Man and the Ancient of Days. The second vision is of a ram, a goat and a

horn. The third vision is about the seventy weeks. The fourth and final vision beginning in chapter
10 has Daniel seeing what will occur in the end times.

With our survey now complete let's get into Daniel.
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1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came to Jerusalem and besieged it.

Verse one places us at a very specific point in history. We learn that these things happened in the
third year of the reign of Jehoiakim. Some see a contradiction here with what is recorded by the
prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah says it was in the fourth year of Jehoiakim (Jer 46:2). This is not a
problem for the following reason. Daniel reckoned a king’s years following the Babylonian method.
This should not surprise us. He had lived most of his life in Babylon and therefore it was only
natural that he would follow their chronology. They considered the first year of a king’s reign to
begin at the start of the calendar year affer he took the throne. Jeremiah was using the Jewish
method.

I think it will be helpful if [ give you a very brief time line of some of the key events that have got
us to this point in history.
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The time of Israel’s monarchy began in about 1050 BC with Israel’s first king, Saul. After a 40-year
reign he was succeeded by David (1010-970 BC). He also reigned for 40 years and was then
succeeded by his son Solomon. Solomon started well but ended badly. The united nation was split
into two in 930 BC. The northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah. The
northern kingdom comprising ten tribes had 19 ungodly kings. As a consequence God allowed them
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to be taken captive by Assyria in 722 BC.

The southern kingdom comprising two tribes remained in the land for a further 120 years. Of the 20
kings who ruled over Judah 12 were ungodly and 8 were godly men.

In October 626 BC, the Babylonian prince Nabopolassar (Nebuchadnezzar’s father) defeated

the Assyrian army outside of Babylon and claimed the throne in a coup.

Nabopolassar consolidated his empire and by 616 BC he was on the march to expand his territory.
He destroyed Nineveh, the capital of Assyria in 612 BC.

With the Assyrians gone Egypt sensed an opportunity to expand their own territory and reclaim
Judah. So in 609 BC, Pharaoh Neco marched his Egyptian army toward Haran. This occurred when
King Josiah the 16" king of Judah was on the throne. He did not want Egypt to replace Assyria, and
so he led his army to stop their advance. A battle took place on the plain of Megiddo and Judah lost.
King Josiah was killed in the battle. Following this defeat of Judah, Egypt assumed control of the
region.

Judah had appointed Jehoahaz king in place of his father Josiah but after a reign of only 3 months
he was deposed by Pharaoh Neco and taken to Egypt. Neco appointed a vassal king to rule over
Judah. He was Josiah's son Eliakim, but the Egyptians changed his name to Jehoiakim.

In 605 BC the Egyptians/Assyrians faced the Babylonians at the battle of Carchemish. The
Babylonians led by the 25-year-old Nebuchadnezzar Il won a decisive victory.

As an aside his name should properly be pronounced as Nabu-Kudduri-Utzer which means, “Nabu,
the Babylonian god of wisdom protects the crown.”

Nebuchadnezzar was about to move south to attack Egypt when he learned of his father's death. He
returned to Babylon and assumed his position of king. He would enjoy a long and successful reign
of 44 years. He was not however content to sit back and enjoy the splendours of Babylon for long.
In September of 605 BC he returned with his army to Judah. He sought to solidify his rule over the
region of Judah by conquering the city of Jerusalem.

So Daniel begins with this tragic event. The mighty armies of the Babylonians surrounding the holy
city. There would be no way the forces of Judah would be able to withstand such an onslaught.

Interestingly this specific attack mentioned by Daniel is documented by the Babylonian Chronicles.
These are a collection of stone tablets discovered in1887 and kept today in the British Museum.
Nebuchadnezzar’s 605 BC presence in Judah is documented and clarified in these tablets.

Let us now read on and see what happened when the city eventually fell.
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2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the articles of the
house of God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought
the articles into the treasure house of his god.

I want you to note how Daniel records what happened. He tells us that it was the Lord that was
responsible for Nebuchadnezzar's dominance of Jehoiakim. He quite rightly viewed God as
sovereignly controlling not only the affairs of His chosen people, but also all the other peoples and
nations in existence. This, as we will see will be a recurring theme throughout the book. We would
do well to remember in these dark days that God always remains in full and complete control. He's
never taken by surprise or shocked by unexpected events as we are.

So Nebuchadnezzar has conquered Judah and taken the city of Jerusalem. This means that he had
captured and imprisoned king Jehoiakim. He would be taken as an exile to Babylon (2 Chronicles
36:6)

We also learn here about what Nebuchadnezzar did with some of the temple treasures or articles.
Included here might be the incense stand, the menorah and other precious temple items. He did not
take all the furnishings at this time. The remaining furnishings and articles were either hidden
before Nebuchadnezzar came, or they were brought to Babylon later. What's the significance of
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doing this? Apart from the material value represented by these prizes why do this?

In the ancient world when you had successfully conquered a people group or nation you would
empty their temple or worship place of all its treasures. These you would carry or transport back to
your own places of worship.

With this symbolic act you were asserting that not only were you physically more powerful than
these people, but also on a spiritual level the gods you served were also more powerful. When a
people were beaten so was their god or gods. So in this case Nebuchadnezzar is stating that his god,
most likely Marduk was mightier that Yahweh the God of Israel.

But we should also remember what the loss of these temple articles meant. It meant an end to
temple worship. Israel had a four-hundred-year-old tradition of offering sacrifices in the Jerusalem
temple but now this had come to a dramatic end.

These temple treasures were carried back Daniel tells us into the land of Shinar. The land of Shinar
is referenced eight times in the Old Testament. On every occasion is is used in connection to the
geographical location of Babylonia. This region is significant for a number of reasons. It was the
location of the Tower of Babel. In fact the land of Shinar earned the name of “Babel” or “Babylon”
(Genesis 11:5-9) which means “confusion.”

Shinar was always associated with wickedness. It is also associated with the depraved worship of
false gods, and in the end times, Babylon the Great is the centre of wickedness and demon worship.
But according to the prophet Isaiah (11) Shinar is also a place that will contain a faithful remnant of
Israel. A remnant that God will save. So Daniel is saying that these temple articles, and later people
will be taken into a place of wickedness and evil. But God has not forgotten them and will one day
rescue them and return them to the land.

Once the temple treasure reached Babylon Nebuchadnezzar would have found them a suitable place
in one of their impressive temples alongside one of their many gods. The Babylonian religious
system was polytheistic, they worshipped many gods instead of just one As I mentioned before The
most famous of the Babylonian gods was Marduk. On occasion, he was named “Bel” (meaning
“Lord”). According to Babylonian myth, Marduk created human beings from the blood of a
defeated god in order to save the gods from the toils of labour. Other popular Babylonian deities
included Nabu, called Nebo in the Bible, the god of scribes and education; Shamash, the sun god;
Nergal, the god of the dead, and Ishtar, the goddess of love.

And so the scene is set. Judah has fallen. The city of Jerusalem has been captured. Babylonian
supremacy has been established. The temple has been ransacked of its treasures. Temple worship
therefore can no longer continue. What a totally dispiriting time for God's people. What hope do
they have.? Well as we shall see over the coming weeks the remainder of Daniel provides us with
models of courage, fidelity, hope, and patience.

Let us conclude today's sermon by examining what we can learn from the opening verses of Daniel.
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Lessons to learn
I have one point to make from today's study.
2= SHE Sl ot 7| EEER I 22 0| QLI

1 God's patience is not without end

In 2" Peter 2:9 we read the following.

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
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In some translations the word “longsuffering” is translated as “patience.” We like to think of God
as being patient and slow to come to anger. As naughty children we like the idea that God might be
like an over indulgent father. Overlooking, or waving away our indiscretions.

For decades, prophets had been warning Judah that God would punish her for her gross sins and
rebellion. In the final years, these warnings reached a fever pitch. However, Judah did not listen.
The prophets were ignored, scoffed at, thrown into prison or abused in other ways. The people of
Judah pictured God as an ever patient, over indulgent father. But God's patience is not without end.
God sent the Babylonians in 605 BC as His instrument for bringing about change.

God planned to use 70 years of captivity to bring the people to their knees and turn them back to
Himself. Although His judgment was severe it was also just and deserved. Daniel for example was
taken as a young man and never returned. God however never forgot His promises to David and
always preserved a remnant of the nation, and a remnant who was faithful to himself.

So what does this have to do with us? A great deal especially when it comes to our attitudes toward
sin.

Sin, as I often tell you always comes with consequences. Sin hurts us, and it hurts God. God had
promised Israel great blessings and prosperity if they were faithful. He also warned them about the
results of disobedience. Though they were given a clear choice between the two paths
(Deuteronomy 28), with the destination of each foretold, they still wilfully chose rebellion.

Given that we know that rebellion towards God has consequences why do we continue to sin? Why,
just like the nation of Judah do we wilfully choose rebellion? The simple answer is that although we
have been saved by Christ's atoning sacrifice we are still fallen sinful beings. Although we desire
not to sin we all repeatedly fall into sinful thoughts and acts.

Perhaps like the people in Judah we think God has missed our particular sin. Maybe we think that
He is so patient and kind that He will just overlook it. Brothers and sisters let us not live in self-
deception. God is patient but His patience is not without end. Eventually if you persist in your sin
God's patience will expire. Like any truly loving and caring father He will eventually chastise and
punish you. To not punish is actually an unloving act. So rest assured, there will be consequences if
you persist in sin. God may start with a stern rebuke. If that fails to bring us to repentance He may
resort to something stronger. Something more memorable and effective. Something you do not want
to have to experience.

Fortunately if you have put your faith and trust in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ
there is a means of dealing with your sin. The solution is regular repentance.

In first John chapter one verse nine we read

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Isn't that a beautiful verse. No matter how dirty and depraved we are if we confess our sins Christ's
blood is sufficient to wash us clean. Through our act of confession and repentance our relationship
with God is restored. So let us get into the habit of regularly confessing our sins so that we do not
try God's patience.
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