
Welcome to the month of May. During this month 
we will continue on with our series examining 
some of the bible's lesser known or unlikely 
heroes. I hope you are enjoying this look at some 
obscure, and some better known biblical figures. 
Often our attention and focus is drawn to the big 
and well known biblical characters. We are prone 
to overlook some of the people only mentioned 
very fleetingly. All of God's precious revelation is 
valuable. There is lots to be learned from digging 
in and studying all of those God chose to 
preserve. I also have a special donkey quiz for 
you. Look out for that on May 5th.

May bible readings

● Week 1 – Numbers 22:22-33

22 Then God’s anger was aroused because he 
went, and the Angel of the Lord took His stand in 
the way as an adversary against him. And he was 
riding on his donkey, and his two servants were 
with him. 23 Now the donkey saw the Angel of the 
Lord standing in the way with His drawn sword in 
His hand, and the donkey turned aside out of the 
way and went into the field. So Balaam struck the 
donkey to turn her back onto the road. 24 Then the 
Angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path between 
the vineyards, with a wall on this side and a wall 
on that side. 25 And when the donkey saw the 
Angel of the Lord, she pushed herself against the 
wall and crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall; so 
he struck her again. 26 Then the Angel of the Lord 
went further, and stood in a narrow place where 
there was no way to turn either to the right hand or 
to the left. 27 And when the donkey saw the Angel 
of the Lord, she lay down under Balaam; so 
Balaam’s anger was aroused, and he struck the 
donkey with his staff.
28 Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, 
and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, 
that you have struck me these three times?”
29 And Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you 
have [e]abused me. I wish there were a sword in 
my hand, for now I would kill you!”
30 So the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your 
donkey on which you have ridden, ever since I 
became yours, to this day? Was I ever disposed to 
do this to you?”
And he said, “No.”
31 Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and he 
saw the Angel of the Lord standing in the way with 
His drawn sword in His hand; and he bowed his 
head and fell flat on his face. 
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32 And the Angel of the Lord said to him, “Why 
have you struck your donkey these three times? 
Behold, I have come out to stand against you, 
because your way is perverse before Me. 33 The 
donkey saw Me and turned aside from Me these 
three times. If she had not turned aside from Me, 
surely I would also have killed you by now, and 
let her live.”

● Week 2 – Acts 12:5-15

5 Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant 
prayer was offered to God for him by the church. 6 
And when Herod was about to bring him out, that 
night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains 
between two soldiers; and the guards before the door 
were keeping the prison. 7 Now behold, an angel of 
the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; 
and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, 
saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell off his 
hands. 8 Then the angel said to him, “Gird yourself 
and tie on your sandals”; and so he did. And he said 
to him, “Put on your garment and follow me.” 9 So he 
went out and followed him, and did not know that 
what was done by the angel was real, but thought he 
was seeing a vision. 10 When they were past the first 
and the second guard posts, they came to the iron gate 
that leads to the city, which opened to them of its own 
accord; and they went out and went down one street, 
and immediately the angel departed from him.

11 And when Peter had come to himself, he said, 
“Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His 
angel, and has delivered me from the hand of Herod 
and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.”

12 So, when he had considered this, he came to the 
house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname 
was Mark, where many were gathered together 
praying. 13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the 
gate, a girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14 When 
she recognized Peter’s voice, because of her gladness 
she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced 
that Peter stood before the gate. 15 But they said to 
her, “You are beside yourself!” Yet she kept insisting 
that it was so. So they said, “It is his angel.”

● Week 3 – 2 Samuel 11:6-17

6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send me Uriah 
the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When 
Uriah had come to him, David asked how Joab was 
doing, and how the people were doing, and how 
the war prospered. 8 And David said to Uriah, “Go 
down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah 
departed from the king’s house, and a gift of food 
from the king followed him. 9 But Uriah slept at 
the door of the king’s house with all the servants of 
his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 So 
when they told David, saying, “Uriah did not go 
down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “Did you 
not come from a journey? Why did you not go 
down to your house?”
11 And Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel 
and Judah are dwelling in tents, and my lord Joab 
and the servants of my lord are encamped in the 
open fields. Shall I then go to my house to eat and 
drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as 
your soul lives, I will not do this thing.”
12 Then David said to Uriah, “Wait here today 
also, and tomorrow I will let you depart.” So Uriah 
remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 
Now when David called him, he ate and drank 
before him; and he made him drunk. And at 
evening he went out to lie on his bed with the 
servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his 
house.
14 In the morning it happened that David wrote a 
letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 
And he wrote in the letter, saying, “Set Uriah in the 
forefront of the hottest battle, and retreat from him, 
that he may be struck down and die.” 16 So it was, 
while Joab besieged the city, that he assigned 
Uriah to a place where he knew there were valiant 
men. 17 Then the men of the city came out and 
fought with Joab. And some of the people of the 
servants of David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died 
also.



● Week 4 – Daniel  3:8-18

8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came 
forward and accused the Jews. 9 They spoke and 
said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live 
forever! 10 You, O king, have made a decree that 
everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, 
harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all 
kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the 
gold image; 11 and whoever does not fall down 
and worship shall be cast into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain Jews 
whom you have set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not paid due 
regard to you. They do not serve your gods or 
worship the gold image which you have set up.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave 
the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before 
the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to 
them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship 
the gold image which I have set up? 15 Now if 
you are ready at the time you hear the sound of 
the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in 
symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall 
down and worship the image which I have made, 
good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast 
immediately into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you 
from my hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered 
and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If 
that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He 
will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if 
not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not 
serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold 
image which you have set up.”
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