
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. (Matt 28:19-20)
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The 12 disciples

Part 1 – Peter, James John and Andrew

We will look at 

the first 4 disciples 

in this study. 

The 12 disciples/

apostles of Jesus 

were the foundation 

stones of His church, 

several even wrote 

portions of the Bible. 

In Revelation 21:14 

we are told that the 

twelve foundations of the wall of the New Jerusalem 

will have in them the names of the twelve 

disciples/apostles. 

Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, 

and on them were the names of the twelve apostles 

of the Lamb. (Rev 21:14)

It is evident, therefore, that God attaches great 

importance to these 12 men. In this multiple issue 

study we will look at the 12 men chosen by God. In 

doing this we will be using both the New testament 

accounts and some of the more respected traditional 

sources. 

Who were the 12 disciples?
The names of the twelve disciples of Jesus are given 

us in all 3 synoptic gospels, Mark 3, Luke 6 and 

Matthew 10. 

1 And when He had called His twelve disciples to 

Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to 

cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness 

and all kinds of disease. 2 Now the names of the 

twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is 

called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the 

son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip 

and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 

collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and 

Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4 

Simon the Cananite, and Judas Iscariot, who also 

betrayed Him. (Matt 10:1-4)

1. Peter Petros

 Πέτρος 
Simon

Peter, the 

son of 

Jonas, was 

a fisherman who 

lived in Bethsaida 

and Capernaum in 

Galilee. His birth

name was Simon or

Simeon (the Greek 

form of the name) or 

Shim'on (the Hebrew 

Form) (John 1:40, 41) 

When Jesus met 

him He gave him a 

New name. It was of

course the Aramaic 

name of Cephas.  

In Aramaic the word Cephas means rock or stone 

and when translated into Greek we get the name 

Petros also meaning rock or stone. The name Peter 

is derived from the Greek Petros.

In his character and nature Peter was a typical 

Galilean. Josephus described the Galileans this way,

 

"They were ever fond of innovation and by nature 

disposed to change and delighted in sedition. They 

were ever ready to follow the leader and to begin an 

insurrection. They were quick in temper and given to 

quarreling and they were very chivalrous men." 

The Talmud says this of the Galileans, 

"They were more anxious for honor than for gain, 

quick-tempered, impulsive, emotional, easily aroused 

by an appeal to adventure, loyal to the end."
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Disciple

1 Peter

2 James the elder

3 John

4 Andrew

5 Bartholomew or 

Nathanael

6 James, the Lesser 

or Younger

7 Judas

8 Jude or Thaddeus

9 Matthew or Levi

10 Philip

11 Simon the Zealot

12 Thomas



We know from scripture that he was a married from  

(1 Corinthians 9:5). 

Among the twelve, Peter stands out as a leader. He 

was a member of the “Inner Circle” (with John and 

James). He frequently acted as a spokesman for all 

the twelve Apostles. In every apostolic list, the name 

Peter is mentioned first. He authored the two New 

Testament epistles which bear his name (1 and 2 

Peter). Tradition tells us that Peter was martyred on a 

cross in Rome. Peter requested that he might be 

crucified head downward for he was not worthy to die 

as his Lord had died. His apostolic symbol is a cross 

upside down with crossed keys.

2. James IakabosἸάκωβος 

James, the Elder or James the greater. He

is typically referred to by these terms to

distinguish him from the other disciple 

James. Greater here simply means he was either older 

or taller and is not intended to signal him out as 

superior in any other way to James the lesser. 

He was the son of Zebedee and Salome and brother of 

John the Apostle. Jesus gave both him and his brother 

the nickname Boanerges Βοανεργές meaning “sons 

of thunder or commotion.” No reason is given for this 

but we can I think imagine it was some reflection of 

their passionate fiery natures. His name never appears 

apart from that of his brother, John. Clearly they were 

an inseparable pair. 

He was a fisherman who lived in Bethsaida and 

Capernaum. Along with his brother John and the 

Apostle Peter, James was a member of Jesus’ inner 

circle, and he witnessed major events the other 

disciples weren’t present for (such as the 

Transfiguration). However for such an important 

biblical figure, surprisingly little is actually known 

about James. We do know that James was the first 

apostle to be martyred, and he’s the only disciple 

besides Judas whose death is recorded in the Bible 

(Acts 12:2).

3. John IōannēsἸωάννης

John, son of Zebedee and Salome, 

Was the brother of James the Apostle. 

He shared with his brother the 

nickname “sons of thunder.” John was one of Jesus’ 

closest confidants, and he appears in more biblical 

accounts than the other disciples. Interestingly John is 

mentioned by name in every gospel except the one 

named after him. He was known as the beloved 

disciple. 

Before being called he was a fisherman who lived in 

Bethsaida and Capernaum. 

He was, along with his brother James and Peter a 

member of the Inner Circle. He was a man of action 

and clearly was very ambitious. As his nickname 

indicates he also possessed an explosive temper and 

at times an intolerant heart. He and his brother, 

James, came from a more well-to-do family than the 

rest of the 12 Apostles. Since his father had hired 

servants in his fishing business (Mark 1:20). He may 

have felt himself above the other disciples. John 

mellowed with time. At the latter part of his life, he 

had forgotten everything, including his ambition and 

explosive temper. 

He wrote the Gospel of John, I John, II John, III John 

and Revelation. He preached among the churches of 

Asia Minor. Banished to the Isle of Patmos, he was 

later freed and died a natural death. 

4. Andrew Andreas Ἀνδρέας
Andrew was the brother of Peter, 

and a son of Jonas. He lived in 

Bethsaida and Capernaum and 

was a fisherman before Jesus called 

him. Andrew was the first apostle 

Jesus called and the first apostle to claim Jesus was 

the Messiah. However despite this claim to fame 

Andrew is only mentioned 12 times in the entire New 

Testament and four of those times are simply lists of 

the 12 apostles. 

Originally he was a disciple of John the Baptist (Mark 

1:16-18). Andrew brought his brother, Peter, to Jesus 

(John 1:40). Andrew introduced others to Jesus. 

Although circumstances placed him in a position 

where it would have been easy for him to become 

jealous and resentful, he was optimistic and well 

content in second place. His main purpose in life was 

to bring others to the master.

According to tradition, it was in Achaia, Greece, in 

the town of Patra that Andrew died a martyr. When 

Governor Aepeas' wife was healed and converted to 

the Christian faith, and shortly after that the 

Governor's brother became a Christian Aepeas was 

enraged. He arrested Andrew and condemned him to 

die on the cross. Andrew, feeling unworthy to be 

crucified on the same-shaped cross as his Master, 

begged that his death be different. So, he was 

crucified on an X-shaped cross, which is still called 

Saint Andrew's cross and which is one of his 

apostolic symbols. 


