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A gentle hike up bible mountains — Sermon Notes
Title: “Mount Hermon”

Scripture: Judges 3:1-6

Date preached: June 29t 2025

Scripture: Judges 3:1-6

1 Now these are the nations which the LoORD left, that He might test Israel by them, that is, all
who had not known any of the wars in Canaan 2 (this was only so that the generations of the
children of Israel might be taught to know war, at least those who had not formerly known
it), 3 namely, five lords of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites
who dwelt in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to the entrance of Hamath. 4 And
they were left, that He might test Israel by them, to know whether they would obey the
commandments of the Lorp, which He had commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses.

5 Thus the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 6 And they took their daughters to be their wives,
and gave their daughters to their sons; and they served their gods.
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Review

Over the past few weeks we have had a few gentle treks up some of Israel's modestly sized
mountains. Today we are going to climb Israel's highest peak. We will ascend Mount Hermon. But
before we hoist up our rucksacks and tighten our boot laces let's review last week's hike.

Last week we found ourselves in the heart of the old city of Jerusalem as we explored Mount
Moriah. Mount Moriah lies at the top of a spur of land located between the Mount of Olives to the
east and New Mount Zion to the west. It rises to a height of 740 metres above sea level.

The summit of Mount Moriah today is home to the 37 acre Temple Mount. This highly prized piece
of real estate remains sacred to all three Abrahamic faiths. As Christians, we value it because it was
once the place where the Jewish temple stood. Although we do not share the Jews desire to see the
temple re-established as a place of worship, we recognise that the site was special to our Lord and
Saviour. It is for that reason that Christians hold this place to be special.

For Jews the site is sacred because it was for many centuries the centre piece of Jewish life.

The temple lay at the heart of who and what they were. They are God's chosen people and the
temple stood as the focal point of their relationship with Him. Many Jews long to see the temple
rebuilt and for it once again to be the centre of Jewish life. There is considerable talk today about
the Jerusalem temple being rebuilt. It's certainly something to keep your eyes on.

For Muslims the site is sacred because of its connection to their prophet Mohammed. Their legend
says that he made a journey from Mecca to Mount Moriah in a single night. He did this riding on
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the back of a mythical flying creature. It was also from here that he ascended into heaven to meet
God. Today the site is home to two important Islamic holy places; the dome of the rock and the Al-
Agsa mosque.

Because all three faiths claim the mountain top as being special it means that this tiny piece of land
is hotly contested. You might imagine therefore that this controversial piece of land is mentioned on
a number of occasions in scripture. This however is not the case. It is only mentioned twice by
name. By far the most notable event that took place upon this mountain involved Abraham and his
son Isaac. This was the story we looked at last week. Let's briefly review the highlights.

The story is given to us in the 22" chapter of Genesis. Abraham was called by God to leave Ur in
Mesopotamia and travel to Canaan. Abraham duly packed up his belongings, collected his family,
and set off for the promised land.

A little while later God promised him that he would be the father of many generations. This came as
quite a shock to the aged Abraham who at this advanced stage in his life was childless. This of
course was not a problem for God. Eventually God, exactly as promised blessed him and his wife
Sarah with a son. He was Isaac whose name means, “he will laugh” or “one who laughs.” This little
family lived happily together for some time until God decided to test Abraham. As I said last week
“to test” means to apply pressure or stress to someone, or something in order to assess how it, or
they bear up. If the thing in question handles or endures the applied pressure it demonstrates its
value or worth. So God here wanted to test Abraham in order to see how valuable he might be. The
test was simple enough.

Abraham was to take his son Isaac to Mount Moriah where he was to sacrifice him as a burnt
offering to God. As we noted last time the bible at no point reveals any of Abraham's inner
emotions. All it tells us is that he obeyed the Lord's commands. He, Isaac and two servants travel
for three days from Beersheba to reach the foothills of Mount Moriah. From this point Abraham and
Isaac travel on alone to the summit. As we noted last time [saac's age is not given in the bible, but
the fact that he asked intelligent questions, and carried all the wood strongly suggest he was not a
little boy. In fact as they walk along it is Isaac who notes that they have all they need for a burnt
offering except a lamb to sacrifice. Abraham tells him that God will provide. When they reach the
top they assemble an altar and Isaac is bound and placed on top. Abraham is about to kill him when
God intervenes. God had no desire to see Isaac harmed. He provides a ram for them to sacrifice in
place of, or as a substitute for Isaac. God then tells Abraham that because of his trust in Him he will
be blessed with a multitude of descendants.

Today we are going to examine Mount Hermon.

K|t & 3= St P2f= O] ACKK| =X k2 OfF] M52 71 SERIELEE 252 O 2[ns?l
SIEEL0| @S 2L HigS WA AR 1S ZR0P | 0] K| Lt =0l 2L

K|-ER0f| AR AP K| S0 = 22 ORI ERRISLICE ER 02 SZOZ Z—- Mount of
Olives 1t AMZEOE A AL INew Mount Zion AO[C] AHIEN LI [0f X2 £ O S 740 OJEO]| &
SLEL

oIl ZROR 0= 37 OO 2f 4 8 T ME0[E) 22| 8K Temple Mount O RELIEE OB 02
2fet ASC| M| Sl 2F0PH| 0 HE2HEXIRILEL 7 =i oHI -RCH 70| QRUE 2200 | =0l A5
2iLICE ROiCIE2 OfH RAEA SRS TSP [E HIEIKIPE 7 [=uwQIS2 117 OffECE= 0] 20| 22| F= 7|
ZIH Bt 0RES 27 | HE0| SEESHH| ofziLIct

k2 RERIE0IH 4= MP | S2F ad2| SO 4kdeh RRILIEL FH2 RS SHidel Selll &



A gentle hike up bible mountains — 9. Mount Hermon- Sermon Notes Page 3
LICE J=2 S| Bligtt= 8o =0t SH-IEnfe| 2HAR| S0 0| URUSLIEE B2 RERIES S
0| Tz IO CIA| SHH FCHOI 40| 0| P IS 2R [C @5 OffFFAR A Ri7H0]| CHot =Cp 2ol |
Cl 23 0P Tiot LRULICL

FSEE0P 02 Cliohkt Fii=Ct £IZ4610] kot SAglLIEL o= Olop [of| (2™ F2i0j== oIy
AMooi 7 o 220k L7PK] A HIZR ZEIS0| S5 B OIS Bl S5t = OBOM 45 2P| 2
off SERICIL it @52 OP0fi= OfsE| = 3aot K| Bie| =it LOEA ATV JUELIEL

M| Bl 25 LHEEE AP B0 SESIEL oP P | IR0 Of 22 EO| EEH2 o] TR Wi O]
=t B2 80| -F80 O ' SiexiRiE A ZAILH Ak2 2K RS OfF0| B &= S=ELIEL O 0]
M Lot 7S St ARE2 Op=R it T10| OfS OA0f| 2ist ZIRULIEL X[-FRof| 2= OPPIRILIEL =2 Ly
8 7=0| =S

P22 Eof Lt QELIEL Ol=Efel2 H=EIN | 225 ML 7H-IRIO2 7IEf= S| F2aE e
LICE = &2 WA 71ES MR 9| Woz FaRisLt

A0} = SIF= Of=2 felof| B2 =&=2| oA 2 20 CEBINELIEL O] 252 H=SH X/t
S o= [lofl= O =22 A REELICE =2 Si-iElile =8P HEK| RIREELIEL SI-TER 2Bk T2
19k 10| Offf ARRIOIAH| OISE FAKELIEE 12| OIE2 OO " RS 20 Ee= "= Al ek TRILIEE
TIS2 SIHM OlER RIS Aol |= 20 | TVIIK| 715 =0 H| AREELIEL K I-HR0| 2EERRO|

" ARSI tHest" = T/ | Ee= OV RIEIS 716101 20N+ & 0| B k= ARLIEE 1 CHO| 7oK
S & AEHCIH O 7 KIS STSLCL 21 SiEHIME OERIIC| 7HKIE HE{ ARISHIAT ShtSLH|
Cf A2 Ol ZIERIESLICE

Of=2[ek2 Ol= OIS 220 Aoz HiEP FSILIEPH| BikE= HIMOF RISLICE S82 Of=R Rl 27 SEliE
7 | =5 K| isLICE DV SI-ER| 20| =530 k= AR SLCE OfER i O O &= B2 HAUK|
HIoIM A= S0t OfliS|Of S22 [0 A 7 50| EARKSLICL 00N ORIk} Ok RS0 | SeliX| ZESLIEE
Ol LIOk= B4R K| RIXRE W ARl HRS oF = LIRS X[ 7 Aoz FARLY O2I0j0f= Ok
LIEL ZOoPk=-30F Bikfiof East 20| CF QK EF MiZ= HiE Of2] 20| Sirka o ARE2 OMOIRESLICL Of
BRI SN MIES FHBH 2 20K TRESLICL LS| ZABIKE 252 MIEkS A ORE RO
71 2Pl SEASRUSLICL OI=ERRI0| O ZORE w2t Sh-HM ZHISKSEELICE SI-IER OME S o=
7+ POREELICE SR OfAf L] =2 ORS ikt = ot DIRIE Seol tstInt = Siie=2 Of=2)
20| S-S LR | [HE0| B2 2502 =3 FARICEY LEOKIELCL

R=2 22 A HHEZELC]

Back in sermon number one we scaled the highest mountain mentioned in scripture, Mount Ararat
in eastern Turkey. Today we are going to ascend the tallest mountain found in Israel. Mount

Hermon. As we shall soon discover it is a significant biblical mountain.
But before we look at the biblical significance let me tell you a little about this mountain.

Mount Hermon is a prominent mountain cluster found in the Anti-Lebanon mountain range. It can
be found straddling the border between Syria, Lebanon and Israel. Since the Arab-Israeli war in
June 1967 the southern slopes of the mountain extend into the Israeli-occupied portion of the Golan
Heights (approx 100 square km).

The Hermon range, which comprises three distinct peaks is around 30 miles long and about 15
miles wide. The highest point in the range reaches a height of 2,814 meters above sea level. This
peak is called Qasr Antar, meaning "the fortress of Antar." The mountain is famous for its
picturesque snow-capped peaks. These are visible from great distances. According to one source [
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consulted it's peak can be seen on a clear day from up to 100 km away!

The mountain top is snow covered for much of the year. This has led to some of the mountain's
nicknames. It is known affectionately as the "snowy mountain", the "gray-haired mountain", and the
"mountain of snow.” The mountain is known in Arabic as “Jabal el-Sheikh,” meaning “mountain of
the sheik or chief.” Mount Hermon today is renowned as being Israel's only ski resort. I bet you
didn't think you could enjoy a skiing holiday in Israel.

In Biblical times, Mount Hermon had other names. It was called Sirion by the Sidonians and Senir
by the Amorites (Deuteronomy 3:9; Psalm 29:6). Both of these names mean “breastplate,” most
likely referring to the mountain’s rounded, snow-topped crests that gleam in the sunlight.

Given it highly strategic location at the northern most point of Israel it is known today as "the eyes
of the nation." It is recognised as being vital for the defence of the nation. It enables the Israeli
military forces to observe and monitor what their enemies to the north are doing. It also provides
them with an early warning for any incoming attacks.

The mountain is also important for other reasons. The melting snow from Mount Hermon is a
crucial source of water for the Jordan River. This makes it an essential geographical feature in the
region. The abundance of fresh water also means that the mountain is known for its lush vegetation.
This contrasts greatly with the surrounding arid regions. Today the mountain forms part of a nature
reserve. It is a popular place for both Israelis and foreign tourists to visit.

Let's turn now and look at the biblical significance of the mountain.
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The Hebrew word for "Hermon" can be translated as "the mountain set apart." The name conveys
the idea of “consecration” or of “devoting something to a special use.” The mountain is mentioned
on 13 occasions in the bible. All of these are to be found in the Old Testament.

Mount Hermon has always been considered a sacred holy mountain. Worshippers from the earliest
of times were attracted to its isolated heights. The ruins of more than 30 ancient sanctuaries/shrines
have been found on Mount Hermon. The mountain was also revered by the Romans. In fact, they
built the highest temple of the ancient world on the summit.

It is known as Qasr Antar and archaeologists believe it to have been built between 150 to 300 AD.

The mountain is an important biblical mountain for several reasons. It acted as both a geographical
and cultural landmark. Geographically speaking the mountains marked the northern limits of the
Promised Land conquered by Joshua (Deuteronomy 3:8; Joshua 11:17; 12:1; 13:5). The mountain
also formed the northern boundary of the territory inherited by the half-tribe of Manasseh as well as
the northern border of Israel in general (1 Chronicles 5:23).

Culturally speaking the mountain is important for several reasons. In the Book of Judges the
mountain is referred to as Baal Hermon meaning “Lord of Hermon” (Judges 3:3). Prior to the
conquest of the land by God's people this mountain was the site for pagan ritual and worship. It was
a sacred place to both the Canaanites and the Amorites. We shall look at this in more detail shortly.

The mountain is also recognised in scripture for its majesty and beauty. It was a landmark that the
people of Israel held in high regard. Only the God they served could have created such an awe-
inspiring spectacle. In Psalm 42:6 we read.

O my God, my soul is cast down within me;

Therefore I will remember You from the land of the Jordan,
And from the heights of Hermon,

From the Hill Mizar.

In Psalm 89 verses 11 and 12 we read,

11The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours;

The world and all its fullness, You have founded them.
12 The north and the south, You have created them;
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in Your name.

King David compared God’s people living together in unity to the dew of Mount Hermon falling on
Mount Zion (Psalm 133:1-3). Mount Hermon is also noted for its wildlife in the Bible (Song of
Solomon 4:8). Lions and leopards are noted as making their dens on its slopes. Don't worry about
visiting the mountain today. All the big cats are long gone.

As I mentioned before the mountain is not mentioned in the New Testament. However some
scholars believe that Mount Hermon was the site of Jesus's transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8, Mark
9:1-9, and Luke 9:27-36). I spoke a little about this subject when we looked at Mount Tabor. The
gospel accounts say that Jesus took Peter, James and John to the top of a “high mountain” where he
was transfigured before them. Tabor as we noted is not really a high mountain. But Hermon
certainly is. We should also note that in each of the gospels, the transfiguration event is immediately
preceded by the discussion that Jesus had with his disciples where Peter declared, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Matthew and Mark tell us that this conversation occurred in the
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region (or district) of Caesarea Philippi (Matt 16:13, Mark 8:27). Mount Hermon is situated just 13
miles away from Caesarea Philippi. It was a distance of closer to 40 miles to reach Mount Tabor.

So was Hermon the site for Jesus' transfiguration? The bible does not say so we cannot make the
claim with any certainty.

Before we leave this section let me tell you about what the apocryphal Book of Enoch says about
Mount Hermon. Now the Book of Enoch is not a part of the canon of scripture. This means that it
was not inspired by God. So please bear that in mind.

In chapter 6 of Enoch we read an account of 200 fallen angels coming down to earth. They land on
Ardis, which is described as being the summit of Mount Hermon. They came down to earth with the
express purpose of taking human women for their wives. You may recall a similar thing being
described in Genesis chapter 6. The offspring from these unholy unions were a race of giants known
as the Nephilim. I include this story here in case anyone ever asks you about the connection
between Mount Hermon and giants.

Allow me now to set the scene for today's account.
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Setting the scene

We find ourselves again in the Book of Judges. I gave you an overview of the book back in sermon
3 when we looked at Mount Tabor. The book of Judges details the events of an approximately 330
year period after the Israelites, led by Joshua, conquered and took possession of the promised land.
God's people had not yet established a monarchy and instead were living under a series of twelve
temporary judges. This time in Israel's history might best be described as a period of ups and
downs. At times the Israelites were loyal to God. This loyalty was rewarded by God with periods of
peace and prosperity. However they were a fickle bunch. Their heads and hearts were easily turned.
At such times they abandoned God and chased after the pagan idols of their neighbours. This
always resulted in considerable hardship and misery.

Our passage today is taken from chapter number 3. The book of Judges marks the beginning of a
new era for the chosen people. Rather than following a single, central leader (Moses, Joshua), the
Israelites would now answer to Yahweh directly in a kind of theocracy.

The book opens by telling us that Joshua is now dead. He had led and guided the united forces of
Israel well. But from this point on things would become fractured. The promised land had not yet
been fully conquered. Therefore the people ask God directly who should go and fight against the
various tribal people groups still occupying the land. God allocates different tribes to go capture and
then occupy different areas of Canaan.

Initially the Israelite tribes enjoy some success. Judah destroys a city called Bezek, though they fail
to destroy the leader of the city. Then Judah captures and wipes out the inhabitants of Jerusalem and
sets it on fire. Finally, a combined Judah and Simeon destroy the city of Zephath, while Judah
captures Gaza, Ashkelon, and Ekron. God was certainly with Judah and they were able to take full
possession of the hill country. However they were unable to drive out the occupants of the western
plains. I want you to carefully note that important detail, they failed to drive out the occupants in
this area.

This failure serves as the first hint of what is to come for all the other tribes. After Judah's initial
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success, reports from the other tribes are mostly disappointing. The tribe of Benjamin is unable to
drive out the occupants of Jerusalem. Ephraim manages to destroy and takes possession of Bethel,
but a Canaanite man they allow to live builds another Canaanite city to replace it.

Things deteriorate further from this point on. None of the other tribes completes their task of
driving the inhabitants from the land or destroying them.

This includes the tribes of Manasseh, Ephraim, Zebulun, Asher, Naphtali, and Dan. Although some
do grow strong enough to eventually enslave the Canaanites in their territories. But, and this is a
key takeaway. They all disobey God's command to destroy all the inhabitants of the land.

Now many secular people (some Christians too) read these Old Testament passages about driving
out, or killing the inhabitants of the land and instantly jump to the conclusion that God is mean and
cruel. Some will even try to make the case that God commanded genocide. So let me ask you a
question. Why did God call for this thing to be done?

Let me give you three reasons why God gave the people this command.

1 To judge the Canaanites for their abominations.

The Canaanites were a brutal and wicked culture that frequently engaged in incredibly decadent
behaviour (Lev 18:24-27). This wickedness was not only limited to the men. Women also actively
participated in evil practices. It's not unreasonable then, in fact we think it right that people be
appropriately punished for doing bad things. God then is simply acting as a fair and righteous judge.
2 To prevent idolatry and compromise.

In Deuteronomy 20, immediately after God commanded that the Canaanites be completely wiped
out, He gave the reason why.

Lest they teach you to do according to all their abominations which they have done for their
gods, and you sin against the LORD your God. (Deut 20:18)

God knew it would be best if these bad influences were driven completely out of the land. So He
was calling for this because He loved His people and wanted to protect them from evil.

3 To prevent future problems.

God knows how the future will unfold. God knew what the results would be if Israel did not
completely eradicate their enemies. He knew that the ideas and practices of the pagan tribes would
be a snare for His children, The remainder of the Book of Judges serves as evidence that He was
right.

To summarise things very simply God's command to purge Canaan of its wicked inhabitants was
meant to keep Israel safe and holy. It was not God being cruel, mean or vindictive. God, as our
creator knows that it is easy for us to yield to temptation and fall into sin. This is exactly what
happened to Israel.

In chapter 2 we read about how Israel's disobedience to God's orders led to immediate consequences
(Judges 2:1-5). Firstly, God would not drive Israel's enemies out of the land. Secondly, because He
was not obeyed His chosen people would suffer. The people groups that Israel did not expel will
become “thorns in their side.” This will occur in two main ways. Firstly the Israelites will be
attracted by their pagan gods and will turn from the one true God to worship them. In order to bring
them back God will be forced to send “reminders” in the form of enemy oppressors. We see this
pattern repeatedly throughout the book. Secondly the Israelites will be attacked or harassed from
these enemies. They will lose the opportunity to live in freedom and peace. How much simpler life
would have been if they had just obeyed the Lord.

With that brief background now in place we can look at today's passage.
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1 Now these are the nations which the LoRrp left, that He might test Israel by them, that is, all
who had not known any of the wars in Canaan 2 (¢his was only so that the generations of the
children of Israel might be taught to know war, at least those who had not formerly known it),

How do you feel about tests? Most people have a strong dislike of tests. Throughout life, we are
tested in many ways. At school, we sat exams that earned us grades. Perhaps you sat a college or
university entrance test. Your test score determined what level of university or college would accept
you. Most of you listening have had to take a driving test. Failure meant not being granted a license
to drive. Tests are a necessary, but disliked part of life.

God is also in the business of administering tests. God's tests as we discussed in a previous sermon
are administered to determine our value or worth. God uses them to ascertain our usefulness, or
determine where further work or training is needed. We are all to some degree or other works in
progress. In theological terms we refer to this process of Christian maturation as sanctification.

God not only tests individuals, but here we see that He is going to test the whole nation of Israel.
Why would God do this? Well let me take you back to verse 20 to 22 of chapter 2. Here we read the
following.

20 Then the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and He said, “Because this nation has
transgressed My covenant which I commanded their fathers, and has not heeded My voice,
21 I also will no longer drive out before them any of the nations which Joshua left when he
died, 22 so that through them I may test Israel, whether they will keep the ways of the Lorbp,
to walk in them as their fathers kept them, or not.”
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So God was going to allow some of the pagan nations to continue to exist alongside Israel. God had
a particular purpose in mind for doing this. He would use them to help train the Israelites in a
number of important ways.

Now, just like today neighbours can either be friendly or hostile. This was certainly true for those
ancient Israelites. They got along well (too well) with some of their pagan neighbours. Other groups
remained aggressive and hostile towards God's people. Sometimes this manifested in open conflict
and warfare. At other times is was shown through cunning deception aimed at the Israelites. We
should remember that our enemies sometimes come as a lion to devour, but equally may come as a
serpent to deceive.

The first way that God was going to train His people through the pagan people groups was in war.
The reality of life in much of the ancient world was that war was never far away.

Today, we live in a world in which the threat of mutually assured destruction is usually enough to
deter actual war from breaking out. If Ukraine had possessed nuclear weapons for example it's
unlikely that Russia would have invaded. Of course, it is good that we have not had many “hot
wars” in Western Europe and Asia for some time. But one of the consequences of long periods of
peace is that nations can become soft and complacent. They begin to think that maintaining large
numbers of fighting men is a waste of resources. In the UK for example we have allowed our once
impressive army, navy and air-force to slowly decline in numbers and quality. We have also closed
the factories that once made the steel we need to build tanks and military equipment. Now it's
highly debatable whether we could really defend ourselves if attacked.

Israel had enjoyed a time of relative peace following the conquests of the promised land. In the
areas where the enemy had been driven away life was good. The younger generation in particular
had become soft. They had not experienced war.

So God was allowing the enemy to remain because Israel needed the challenge to stay sharp and
ready for action.

We know living here in South Korea that we must always remain ready and vigilant. Our enemies to
the north simply cannot be trusted. It would be nice to abandon the DMZ, and abolish military
service. But we know this would be foolhardy. So in the same way Israel would need to stay alert
and disciplined by necessity. The youth of the nation would need to be trained in warfare, and
military hardware must be prepared and on hand when needed. Interestingly modern Israel finds
itself in a similar situation. Surrounded by nations that wish to see it destroyed it must train its
youth and be ready at all times to defend itself.

So let us neatly summarise why God allowed these troublesome people groups to remain in the
promised land. First, He wanted to punish Israel for her apostasy. We should remember that there
are always consequences for abandoning God. Second, He wanted to test the Israelites' faithfulness
to, and love for Him. Would they stay loyal to Him with all the temptations offered to them by their
neighbours. Third, He also wanted to give the new (young) generation of Israelites experience in
warfare. This would include how to conduct war with God as their commander in chief. Fourthly
and finally, God allowed some Canaanites to remain in the land so that it would not become wild
before the Israelites could subdue it completely.

Let us turn now to see who exactly the Lord God would leave in the land.
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3 namely, five lords of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites who
dwelt in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to the entrance of Hamath.

As you can see from the map on the screen the enemies God allowed to remain represented the
entire land of Canaan. First mentioned are the five lords of the Philistines. This people group were
also known by the title of the “Sea peoples.” This is because at some point in their history they had
sailed from their homeland of Crete to the coast of Israel and settled there. They held five city states
(the Pentapolis) each of which was ruled by a king (chieftain) or lord. The five cities were Ashdod,
Ashkelon, Ekron, Gath and Gaza.

Now today we refer to this area as “Palestine.” The “ancient land” of the Palestinian people.
However the name actually derives from the Hebrew term Pelesheth which means "Philistia, the
land of the Philistines" The original occupants of the land were not Arabs, they were sea-faring
people originating from Greek culture.

The first clear recorded use of the term “Palestine” to refer to this geographical area dates back to
the 5th century BC. The Greek historian Herodotus wrote about a “district of Syria, called
Palaistine.” He was writing about an area that stretched along the Mediterranean coast from
Phoenicia in the north to Egypt in the south. The Romans further cemented the use of “Palestine.”
In 135 AD, following the Bar Kokhba Revolt, they renamed the province of Judea as “Syria
Palaestina.” This renaming was intended to suppress Jewish national aspirations and obliterate the
historical link between the Jewish people and the land. In effect, they were saying that this part of
Israel did not really belong to the Jews. Of course we know that this whole area was given by God
to His people.

So what about the Palestinian people today. Well, the Palestinian people of today have only been
referring to themselves as “Palestinians” since 1964. Prior to this time they simply referred to
themselves as Arabs. History lesson over let's get back to the text.

Next in the list we have "All the Canaanites." This may be referring to “all” the non-specific people
groups living in the land of Canaan. Alternatively, it may mean the Canaanites groups who were
geographically distinct from each other but who had a shared culture.

The Sidonians refers to a group based on the northern coast in a region better known as Phoenicia.
The Hivites are identified as occupying a mountainous region north of the Sea of Galilee. We are
told that this group lived in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to the entrance of
Hamath.

Mount Lebanon is a high range of mountains located in, you guessed it Lebanon. Mount Baal
Hermon is another term for today's mountain.

Now, as we have discussed before the word “Baal” simply means “lord” or “master.” It does not
necessarily mean anything evil or wicked. In ancient times you would refer to your local chieftain,
your boss, the owner of something or even your husband by this term. However in this context what
is being strongly suggested is that this area, this mountain was being used as a site for pagan
worship. Baal Hermon simply means the lord or master of Mount Hermon. Or the “god” of
Hermon. As I mentioned in my introduction Mount Hermon was always considered to be a special
sacred place.

Let us continue.

3. =ipie] i 35St o 7 1R F5a A= S50t HRY SI=E MoMRE] St 2H9IK| EHE= 10| A

FOh= S FH0FL

SfH R0 EACA ] SH-EPAIN EATY MS2 7110HE TMIS CEUIEt BiK Qg 242 S| Cf

N wrSRLEE O] 22 "BiEt 2-Sea peoples” ORI SR 350| 0pA SPbF==21 SEIOM
OA A siRtoz Sfiolo] SR | IR RILIEE 352 C A =7kthe Pentapolis) 7t UL, 2 =AR= 2
YOI SARISLIEE T =A L= O O=E OB E 2L 7IKIREELHEL



A gentle hike up bible mountains — 9. Mount Hermon- Sermon Notes Page 14

QREE O| X[A2 TRYAEIRI AfZEC|  Jrf] Eh O 2F S20fM " EiR{AE[RIPalestine "OR 1 FELIEE SIK[ZHD
OlE2 A2 25l S8l AZESC| YPhilistia, the land of the Philistines "-S 20[5k= S|EE|0]
Pelesheth 0N F2IRESLICE O HO| R 7HEFAIS2 OfZRI0| OfE2 A2 E2RH0iM F2fieh ekl TS0 (R4
St

Of X|&92 " ER{EfQh Ok RSt 20| Eeloh 7 S22 71K 5 MP |2 a2 SR RUIEE J2 1 SAPH|
EREEATEHPERORRL Z2f= AR K|S of il 7 1=iEUIEt = =52 HI-P 0o 22| ofE
TTIR| R[Sofl RIS Rt 0] Y= X|S0]| Tl 7 [FELIEE Z0IE2 2 ERN ORI 80 MBS HE A
TSPH| RELIEE AP |135 1 HIZ 338 RIEHOIS, 152 R X[&2| OIFE "AROHERIERISyria
Palaestina " 2= HAUSLIE OR{SH/HH2 FEHRIC| TN SAUS =11 LR} Of & Ajoje] S A
2SS BOtE CI=RiELIEE OO FBO| REHRIOM| £olK| Ri=Cin Biok= 2t 5L =2 221= 0|
K[ TP FOI-FEPHIM o] Seoip| 2~ Zus & RS

JECH @55 TAFIRI ARISE 171 A @35 TRXEIRI MRS 1964 H O[2FE AN2E
"ERAEICIRIPalestinians "ORKL £27 | ARRESLICE 1 OF0fl= TS| AR ES OZICIO B SXEELIEE
G2 0P PIRR| SH 2ROE 0Pt BZSLCE

CIS DESS "2 71O SR AN the Canaanites " 2ILIEE Ol 71LHHO| AQIH Ofe BES RUEIS RRasst 4
RUSLEL S M= RIS2 A2 CIEXRHBSE| 2215 711 7ot ARISS Ot 42 QiU

AE 52 4P ORED LeRl 82 5l X|20f| 7 B2 & RIEiE 7R RILEL I E52 22k | == 532
Aot X [Chof| A Zdo= U QEELICL OIS HIZ SfIE22 MOJSE] B 2R77EK| 2iHE= A0j] =
[,

2{HE= A2 BHE=0]| Qi =2 ARl I HIZE S22 AMount Baal Hermon 2 22| TR SIEE A2
712P |= EE CE 20{RILIEL "HIZBaal" ORk= HHO{0] 552 TReS| "FFlord or master" 2ILIEE Shat Q5L
A2 SR = QLI Moll= K19 B, o0, FePie] 301 K| HHx 0] 202 2RELEE 12
Lt @5 2F0| B=lofi= 0| X|& O AMO| Ol SHY AAE AREASS 26| AP RILICE HIZH GI2E2 the
S| G2 AMO| = EE= A2 O AMZE0M HERUSO| SfI2R A et Ao FAE OPRSLCE

AR 2RELIEL

4 And they were left, that He might test Israel by them, to know whether they would obey the
commandments of the Lorp, which He had commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses.

Here in verse 4 we see God reiterate why He was employing this test. God intended to use these
nations and the oppression they would bring as a means of assessing His people. He wanted to see
how His people would respond. When faced with oppression from foreign enemies what would they
do? Would they turn to Him for help? Would they continue to obey the commands that He had
given to Moses? Or, when difficult times arose would they turn to false gods in the hopes of being
rescued or guided by them? Naturally, God already knew the answers to these questions. What the
Israelites chose to do did not surprise the sovereign God of the universe. He knew that they would
miserably fail the test.

In our final two verses for today we see clearly laid out the deadly consequences for not obeying
God's commands.
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5 Thus the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 6 And they took their daughters to be their wives,
and gave their daughters to their sons; and they served their gods.

Here we see beautifully laid out what happens when you compromise on God's commands and do
what seems right in your own eyes. We have laid out before us the three interlocked steps towards
doom. Remember, these people groups should have been completely eliminated. None of the
subsequent issues would have arisen if these pagan peoples had been removed from the land. The
first step towards doom comes from living among the enemy. As we are told in 1% Corinthians
15:33,

Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”

I know this to be true from my experiences in teaching. If you put a loud disruptive student next to a
quiet well behaved student what happens. Well, it won't be long before the good student is not so
good any more. They have been influenced by the behaviour and attitude of the naughty child.

It's very hard (nearly impossible) to be immersed in a culture and not be influenced or impacted by
it in some way. Unless we literally go and live in a log cabin in the woods we are inevitably
influenced by the world in which we exist.

This was true for the Israelites living in ancient Canaan just as it is for us today.

The second step towards doom comes from intermarriage. We read that they gave their Israelite
daughters to be married to Canaanite sons and took Canaanite daughters for their own sons.

This was a direct violation of God's commands to Israel. In Deuteronomy chapter 7 verses 3 and 4
we read.

"You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their
daughters for your sons, for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other
gods. Then the anger of the Lord would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you
quickly"

Now I want to be very clear about God's concern here. There is sadly a lot of nonsense spread by
ill-informed people about God being opposed to interracial marriage. So let me spell it out. God is
not concerned with Christians of different skin colours, ethnicities or races marrying. Providing of
course that they are both believers God is fine with the union. God is not concerned when a white
British Christian man marries a black Ugandan woman. His only concern is that it is a union
between two followers of Christ.

This was why He prohibited the Israelites from intermarrying with these pagan peoples. He didn't
want a blending of the two cultures. He was against a follower of Yahweh marrying a follower of a
pagan god. There is a very good reason for this. The reason is that it always leads to concession and
compromise. The believer is always drawn into some aspect of pagan worship or practice. You
might begin with the best of intentions, but over time you begin to speak, think and do the things
associated with the alien pagan culture you have married into. This is exactly what happened to
God's people.

This brings us to the third and final step towards doom. Despite God's warnings the Israelites did
not listen. They fell away from God and began to serve the gods of the Canaanites. They adopted
their immoral and depraved worship practices. These practices included having sex with temple
prostitutes and even sacrificing their own children on altars.

Three simple, yet tragic steps to doom. You only have to read the rest of the book of Judges to see
how disobeying God played out.
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Next week we will bring our study on biblical mountains to a close. We are going to end with a hike
up Mount Gerizim.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn one lesson from today's teaching.

K= 230| 7I2E0M o 71K 1iES RELIEL

Beware of compromise

We saw in our passage today that the Israelites downfall all stemmed from not separating or
guarding themselves from harmful pagan ideas and practices. This downward trajectory happened
in three interlinked steps. Firstly they freely lived among these influences, secondly they permitted
intermarriage and finally they served pagan gods. Or, to put it another way they allowed themselves
to compromise and then co-operate with the pagan cultures around them. This ultimately stemmed
from their failure to obey God, and do what He said to do. Had they driven the pagans away then
the temptations would not have existed. I am sure that the Israelites rationalised what they were
doing in a variety of ways.

“Well, I know that my neighbours don't worship Yahweh. Many of their cultural practices are evil
and wicked. But I'll be careful, I won't allow myself to do, think or say anything they do. Surely it
won't be too difficult to maintain my God honouring culture whilst being immersed in filth.”

Famous last words.
Let us now apply what happened to God's people to our own situation.

We, too, are surrounded by pagan culture. Here in Korea we are free to profess our faith and attend
church. According to a study conducted by the Seoul Research Institute, there are more than 10
million Christians in South Korea, representing around 15 percent of the population. But, despite
this the culture of Korea is not Christian. The vast majority (85%) of people here do not love the
Lord Jesus Christ or desire to live God pleasing lives. These people make up our extended families,
neighbours and work colleagues.

Now I am not suggesting that we cut ourselves off from these people. I believe such an approach to
be unbiblical. We are called to be the salt and light in this world. How can we impact the culture if
we refuse to engage with is. As believers, we are tasked with representing Christ and sharing His
love with these lost people. But we must be very careful about how we allow the culture to impact
us. We need to guard our hearts and minds. It's very easy over time to allow things to subtly sneak
in and become normal and accepted.

For example at one time we might have been very strict and diligent when it came to what we
consumed. We might have said to ourselves, I won't watch TV shows or movies or read books or
magazines that contain graphic sex scenes, excessive violence, or huge amounts of profanity. But as
time goes by we relax our rules a little. We begin to compromise. We reason with ourselves, other
believers consume this, it's not too excessive, I'll avert my eyes. I heard someone once say
something I think to be very profound. I use it as a gauge upon myself from time to time. This
person said,

We are all accustomed to turning off the TV when we encounter something we don't enjoy. But how
often are we willing to turn it off when we are enjoying something too much.

I find that to be an intriguing thought. The idea that we are so wrapped up in an aspect of culture
that it has taken over or captured our complete attention. We are unwilling to give up the hold it has
upon our lives. For example in the US I have heard that some churches cancel services on Super-
bowl Sunday so that their congregation can go and worship at the altar of sport.

Do not be deceived, the primary purpose of entertainment is diversion and distraction. Satan uses it
to take us away from God and more wholesome pursuits like prayer and bible reading. How easy it

is to compromise and be drawn into the lure of pagan culture. Let us then be firm and resolve to not
allow compromise. Let us seek the Holy Spirit's wisdom and guidance on what we should be doing
with our time. Let us hold up all aspects of contemporary culture to the light of God's Word so that

we can really see it for what it is. Let me leave you with this quote taken from an article on the
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Indiana Bible College website.

Whenever a Christian compromises, he makes a settlement in which he gives up some spiritual
demands or makes spiritual concessions. He surrenders his religious principles and admits laxity in
his personal beliefs, doctrines and convictions. He has laid his Christian life open to suspicion and
disrepute. He, has failed through complicity.

Let us then beware of compromise.
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