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3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us,
when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the
age?” 4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. S For
many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,” and will deceive many. 6 And you will
hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.
8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and
kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be
offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets
will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will
grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end
will come.
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Review

Today we are going to be looking at The Mount of Olives or Mount Olivet. I shall use both names
in this sermon so don't get confused. They refer to the same mountain. But before we do that let us
briefly review last week's hike up Mount Zion.

Mount Zion as I noted last time presents bible readers with something of a challenge.

This is because unlike other mountains in the bible Mount Zion represents more than just an
elevated mound of soil and rock. It is of course a real place, but it also represents something
symbolic. So when people in the bible speak of Mount Zion or Zion they may be referring to one of
four things. The mountain itself, the holy temple that stood in that area, the city of Jerusalem or the
dwelling place of God. This means that careful bible readers must carefully check the context in
which the word is used.

In our sermon last week our primary concern was with the mountain itself, and in particular in how
King David captured it and made it his capital. This exciting story is given to us in chapter five of

20d Samuel.

We picked up the story following the death of Israel's first king Saul. This was a difficult time in the
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history of God's people. The nation which had been united under Saul was now divided. The tribe
of Judah backed the house of David. The other tribes supported the house of Saul.

Thirty-year-old David had been made king over the nation of Judah in the south. He had selected
the city of Hebron to be his capital. Those in the north (Israel) were loyal to Saul and to his family.
They appointed Ish-bosheth, Saul's son as their monarch. He set up his capital in Mahanaim. It was
not long before civil war broke out between the north and the south. The story is an exciting one
and well worth reading. However, for time’s sake I'll just tell you how it ended. Ish-bosheth was
assassinated by Rechab and Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite. They stabbed him in the
stomach whilst he was taking his noon-day rest (2 Samuel 4:5-6). They wrongly thought that David
would be pleased with what they had done. He was not. He had them both killed.

Now the north had no king. What were they to do? After carefully assessing things the northern
tribes determined to make David the king over the whole nation. He was anointed and the nation
was once again united. Hebron located as it was in the heart of Judah was not deemed to be the best
choice for the capital. David sought a better alternative. The city of Jerusalem situated on Mount
Zion seemed ideal. Since it was in neutral territory, no tribe could accuse him of favouritism. Also
its mountain top location made it easier to defend against enemies. The only slight problem was that
the site was already occupied by the Jebusites. They rather liked their city and did not want to give
it up. David asked nicely, but they told him that even their blind and crippled could keep him out.

This made David angry. He called his men together and told them whoever conquered Jerusalem
would be richly rewarded. His nephew Joab took up the challenge. He climbed up a water shaft that
connected the city to the spring of Gihon and the city fell. David now had his new capital. Over
time the city was developed and expanded.
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The Mount of Olives introduction

The Mount of Olives is well know to Christians. Most bible readers know where it is, and more
importantly some of the key events that took place there. Mount Olivet (Har Hazeisim in Hebrew)
is not actually a single mountain. It is in fact part of a range of mountains with three distinct
summits.

As I'm sure you remember from our study of Mount Zion Jerusalem stands on seven hills. The
Mount of Olives can be found sandwiched between Mount Scopus to the north and Mount
Corruption to the south.

This range is located east of the Old City of Jerusalem running alongside the Kidron Valley. Mount
Olivet rises to a height of 816 metres above sea level.

You will not be surprised to learn about how the mountain got its name.

It is aptly named for the olive groves that grow there. In Jesus day there were almost certainly more
than exist today. Some of the trees still standing on the mountain have quite a history. The National
Research Council of Italy Trees and Timber Institute ran some tests in 2012. They examined some
of the olive trees in the Garden of Gethsemane.

They tested 8 trees, but only 3 were able to give them decent results. This is because the core parts
of the other five had rotted away long ago. The results however were most interesting. The three
trees they were able to test showed their ages to be 1092, 1166, and 1198. Some were a little
disappointed that the trees were not older. But, that's not really the complete story. You see olive
trees have the ability to grow back from the roots if the trunk is cut down. This means that it is
entirely possible that these trees were physically present in an earlier form at the time of Christ.

You may also be interested to learn that the Mount of Olives is home to the oldest continuously
operating Jewish burial ground in the world. It has been used as a burial site since the time of the
First Temple period. Solomon you will recall built this temple which was completed in around 957
BC. It is the most famous Jewish burial place in the world. This is where every Jew if possible
wants to be buried. This is mainly due to their belief that those buried here will be the first to be
raised from the dead at the end of days. There are over 150,000 graves here, including those of
many notable individuals.

Let us turn next to look at where Mount Olivet appears in scripture.
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The Mount of Olives in the bible

The first time that the Mount of Olives appears in the bible is in the book of second Samuel (2 Sam
15:30). It is mentioned here as the place to which king David fled following the treason of his son
Absalom. He and all those who remained loyal to him climbed sadly up the mountain.

The next possible mention occurs is First Kings (1 Kgs 11:7). Here we read that king Solomon set
up a place of worship for the pagan god Chemosh. Now I say possible because it is simply referred
to as taking place on the mountain located to the east of Jerusalem. So this may have been the
Mount of Olives or the Mount of Corruption.

We then see the mountain appear in the writings of the prophet Zechariah. The mountain is due to
play a very important role when the Lord Jesus Christ makes His second coming. Let me read to
you from Zechariah's prophecy.

3 Then the Lorp will go forth

And fight against those nations,

As He fights in the day of battle.

4 And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives,
Which faces Jerusalem on the east.

And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two,

From east to west,

Making a very large valley;

Half of the mountain shall move toward the north
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And half of it toward the south.
(Zech 14:3-4)

So the Mount of Olives is to be Jesus landing point as He returns to earth.
We turn next to the New Testament where the Mount of Olives is mentioned far more frequently.

Given the geography of the area it is highly likely that the Lord Jesus visited, travelled over, or
visited the mountain many more times than scripture records. We must always remember that the
gospels do not give us a complete account of everything Jesus did, and everywhere he went (John
21:25).

It was the custom was for the Jews not to pass through Samaria. This meant that those coming to
visit Jerusalem from the north (Galileans) usually travelled down the eastern shore of the Jordan
River and crossed back over near Jericho. They would then have trekked up the road that led over
the Mount of Olives and into Jerusalem. In fact, every time Jesus visited Lazarus and Mary and
Martha, He was on the Mount of Olives. They lived in the village of Bethany which was situated on
the eastern slopes of the mountain.

The first actual reference to the Mount of Olives is in the account of the woman taken in adultery.
John records that Jesus went to the Mount of Olives and the next day went to the Temple where the
scene took place (John 8:1).

The next time the mountain is mentioned all occur in the last week of Jesus' earthly life. On each
occasion something of huge significance took place.

The first visit to the mountain resulted in the event we refer to as the triumphal entry. The donkey
that Jesus rode into Jerusalem was “found” in the area of Bethany and Bethphage located on the
eastern side of the Mount of Olives (Luke 19:29-30). Then as Jesus approached the descent from
Mount Olivet the crowd began to rejoice and praise God (Luke 19:37-38). Finally while still on the
Mount of Olives, Jesus looked at the vista in front of Him, wept over the city, and pronounced a
judgment against it (Luke 19:41-44).

Jesus’ second visit during His passion week was to deliver what has come to be known as the Olivet
Discourse (Matt 24-25). Parallel passages are found in Mark (13:1-37) and Luke (21:5-36) gospels.
Matthew however gives us the fullest account. The content of the Olivet Discourse is Jesus’
response to His disciples’ question, “When will these things be, and what will be the sign of your
coming and of the close of the age?” (Matthew 24:3). We will be looking at this in more depth
shortly.

Jesus’ third and final visit to Mount Olivet during passion week was on the night He was betrayed.
That fateful evening began with the Last Supper in Jerusalem and ended in the Garden of
Gethsemane (literally, “Garden of the Oil-press”) (Luke 22:39). The garden is located on the
western slopes of the Mount of Olives .

After the trials, crucifixion, and resurrection, Jesus once again stood on the Mount of Olives.

During His final post-resurrection appearance, Jesus took his disciples out to the vicinity of
Bethany. Luke then tell us,

And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. (Luke
24:50)

Acts 1:12 specifies that “the vicinity of Bethany” was indeed the Mount of Olives. It was from here
that the Lord Jesus ascended into heaven. It is also here as the prophet Zechariah prophesied that the
Lord Jesus will return again in triumph.
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So to conclude the Mount of Olives is a site of deep historical, spiritual, and prophetic significance.

Let us turn now and consider the context for today's passage of scripture.
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Today's account is taken from Matthew's gospel. It forms part of Matthew's account of the time
leading up to the Lord Jesus' crucifixion. Although this part oi the gospel is, or should be well
known to all of us let us take a few moments to appropriately set the scene.

We find ourselves on the Tuesday of Passion Week.

Jesus had ridden with great fanfare into the city of Jerusalem on the Sunday. On Monday He visited
the temple. Here He was questioned by the Jewish authorities and gave some notable parables.

On Tuesday the Lord spoke to the people and warned them about the scribes and the Pharisees.
They were not to be trusted or followed. This would mark a turning point in His ministry. Following
this He would no longer contend with these “religious leaders.” He would never again come to the
temple area to dispute with them again. This was because their hearts were hardened, they remained
stubborn and unyielding. Nothing He said was able to persuade them that they were wrong.

Sometimes we too must come to the same conclusion that Jesus did with people. Maybe you have
had discussion or debates with friends or family members about your faith. Perhaps you have tried
to reason, persuade or even argue with these people without success. They have remained
stubbornly unmoved by what you have to say. Just like with the Lord Jesus and the Jewish leaders
maybe it's time to draw a line and move on. There may be others who are more open to hearing the
good news.

Following his discussions with the Jewish elders the Lord Jesus departs from the city and leads the
disciples up onto the Mount of Olives. It is here in this peaceful and idyllic setting that Jesus will
give the disciples an important teaching. It took place on the mountain and so naturally the teaching
had been given the title of the “Olivet discourse.”

Let me read to you how chapter 24 begins. It is necessary to provide you with this because it sets us
up for the important questions the disciples ask the Lord.

1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him
the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things?
Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown
down.” (Matt 24:1-2)

So as they are leaving the temple the disciples point out to Jesus the grandeur and beauty of the
temple buildings. This remember was the second temple. The first, built by Solomon had been
destroyed. The second was built by Zerubbabel and Ezra following the Babylonian exile in around
520 BC. However Herod the Great had greatly expanded and improved it. It probably needed a little
makeover as it was close to 500 years old at this time. Herod was very precise and particular.

He wanted something majestic that would forever stand as his legacy. The historian Josephus tell us
that for eight whole years he kept together a 10,000 man workforce to work on the building
(Antiquities 15.14). Work began in 19 BC and the temple was finished in 63 AD. Ironically enough
this was just 7 years before it would be destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD.

The temple in Jesus' day was both huge and beautiful. Something designed to both capture the
imagination and stand the test of time.
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But look at the warning Jesus gave the the disciples. Don't, He said to them look at this magnificent
building and think it will last forever. It will be destroyed. It won't just be partially damaged, it will
be torn apart stone by stone.

Let's get into today's passage.
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3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us,
when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the
age?”

As we just noted the Lord Jesus leads the disciples out of the city of Jerusalem and up onto the
Mount of Olives.
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Finding a nice pleasant location Jesus sat down and the disciples arranged themselves around Him.
As they looked back across the Kidron valley the temple loomed large in the background. A grand
and impressive building that commanded the landscape and gave the viewer a sense of permanence.
It looked more like a fort or castle than a place of religious observance. It was an edifice that
represented the Jewish nation and as such had stood as the centre of Jewish life for close to a 1000
years. Surely such a magnificent structure would last forever.

We must remember that these were Jewish men. This means obviously that they thought as Jews
and were shaped by Jewish thinking. So to them the temple stood as the bridge between human
beings and God. It was the place in which this connection was made. So to think of a world without
this connection or link to the divine was unthinkable.

Now we don't think like that today living as we do in the church age. We know that thanks to the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ we have direct access to God. We don't need the temple and
the sacrificial system it provided to be connected with God.

And so the disciples question Jesus about when the things Jesus talks about will transpire. They
actually ask two questions a “when” and a “what” question. It's a natural and logical thing to want
to know. We all have some desire to know what the future holds. This is especially the case if
someone we trust tells us something bad is on the horizon. We want to know when, and what we
should look out for.

Let's imagine you have some stocks or shares and a friend who happens to be an experienced trader
tells you a financial crash is looming. You would want to know when it will hit, and what signs to
look out for. You don't want to be caught out and lose your investment.

So the disciples ask Jesus when the temple will be destroyed and what will be the sign of His
coming and of the end of the age. You will note here that it says that they came to Him privately.
This means that unlike for many of Jesus' outdoor teaching sessions only the disciples were present.
It was a private gathering of these chosen few.

The disciple's assumption seems to be that the temple collapse and the Messiah's coming are closely
connected together. They were we should not forget schooled in the Jewish scriptures and teachings
and this understandably shaped their world-view.

Their understanding seems to be that the end times events would happen in the following order.
First, the city of Jerusalem would suffer destruction. Second, the Messiah would come and end the
present age. And third, the Messiah would set up His kingdom on earth. So it is this thinking that
provides the basis for their questions. They see all these events happening at once.

There is not, from their perspective a first coming followed by a long gap and then a second coming
for the Messiah. So what they are really asking is as follows. When are you going to be here present
with us in your FULL or complete messianic presence.

Let us read on and see how Jesus answers.
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4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 5 For many will
come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,” and will deceive many.

Before Jesus launches into His answer He gives them a warning. Beware, He tells them there will
be many people who come along and try to deceive you. They will do this either by saying openly
that they are the Christ, or that they have received some instruction or message from him. That they
are in effect acting on His behalf. Jesus warns that many will be deceived by such people.

There is a Wikipedia page titled “List of Messiah claimants.” It has a long list of people who either
claimed themselves to be the Messiah or else were claimed to be the messiah by their followers.

One such false Messiah was Simon Bar Kokhba. He failed in an attempt to revolt against Rome in
135 AD. Here's a few of the more recent claimants.

In 1868 Arthur Davies was declared by his father William Davies to be the messiah. He was said to
be the literal reincarnation of Jesus. Arthur's second son, David, who was born in 1869, was
declared to be God, the Father. Not convinced by Arthur Christ? How about this one then.

Arnold Potter was born in 1808. In the 1850s after a trip to Australia he bestowed the title of
messiah upon himself and set up a movement. He called himself “Potter Christ, Son of the living
God.” He had his forehead tattooed with a message which read, “Potter Christ The Living God
Morning Star.” As Potter approached his later years, he made a dramatic announcement to his
followers. In 1872, he declared that it was time for him to ascend into heaven. He led his followers
to the edge of a cliff in [owa. Wishing them all goodbye he stepped off the cliff in his attempt to rise
into the heavens. You can guess what happened next. Splat! So probably not the messiah then. How
about this one.

The Russian Sergey Anatolyevitch Torop. Known to his followers as Vissarion. He has publicly
claimed since 1991 to be the reincarnation of Jesus Christ. He has named his movement the Church
of the Last Testament, and reportedly has 5,000 followers worldwide. His teachings reportedly
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reflect elements of various faiths, such as Russian Orthodox and Buddhism, and his stated goal is to
unite all religions. So exactly like Jesus then!

Our final claimant is Wayne Bent who made his claim in the year 2000. His call to messiahship is
interesting. Whilst serving a 10-year prison sentence for criminal sexual contact of a minor and
contributing to the delinquency of a minor Bent claimed he heard God declare him to be "the
messiah." Since this time the former Seventh-day Adventist pastor has presented himself as God's
divine messenger.

So Jesus' warnings remain valid today. People continue to emerge who claim either to be the
messiah, or to be a spokesperson for him. Remember that Jesus Christ is the one true Messiah.
Reject anyone who makes any kind of claim to be the messiah. Also test against scripture what
pastors, preachers, bible teachers or biblical experts tell you. Don't be fooled.
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6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various
places.

Jesus cautions against seeing every chaotic event such as a war or the rumour of a war as being a
sign of the end times. We should remember that such traumatic events were often seen as being the
sign that the end was nigh in apocalyptic literature. So Jesus warns that a degree of caution and
discernment is needed.

How I wish some in the prophetic community today would take this warning to heart. I often see
bold proclamations about this or that event being the sign that Jesus is about to return. Of course,
we should take heed of the things going on around the world. We must not become complacent or
dismissive. This leads to people to think that things are going to go on as they are forever. We need
to avoid this way of thinking. Instead, we need to stay in a state of semi-readiness. Christ could
indeed return at any moment. But equally we should not assume that every catastrophic event
means the end is near. The Lord Jesus tells us that these things are an important part of God's divine
plan and must take place. So what Jesus is really warning us about is premature excitement about
His coming. But there is more to come.

Among the terrible and chaotic events to come in the future will be famines, pestilences, and
earthquakes. These events may lead us to think that the end is coming but we must not be fooled.
There is a good reason for this. Let us continue.
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8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.

The Lord's imagery here is very striking. He says that these terrible and chaotic events are like
labour pains (birth pains). A woman who is shortly to give birth experiences labour pains. God
designed this system to work in this way. The pains, whilst agonising are intended to warn the
woman to get ready and prepare. Like it or not the child is now coming. As the time of birth comes
closer the pains become greater and their frequency increases. The long awaited child is about to be
born.

So similarly these signs all around us (wars, famines, pestilences and earthquakes) are designed to
ready or prepare us for what is to come. We ignore them at our peril. When we see them becoming
more intense and occurring more frequently it is intended as a warning to us. It means ultimately
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that we have no excuse for not being ready.

If the government broadcasts on the TV and radio for a week warning the citizens of a serious storm
then we have no real excuse for not preparing. We should have prepared and readied ourselves. At
the very least we should have prepared bottled water, candles, batteries and extra food just in case.

As we know from our recent study of Daniel the Lord Jesus is referring here to the tribulation
period. Daniel's 70t week. This is the seven year period starting with the peace agreement signed
between Israel and the Antichrist and ending with the second coming of Christ.

Let us read on.
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9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all

nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and
will hate one another.

As you are aware the tribulation can be split into two periods of 3.5 years. In the first half, whilst
the peace treaty is maintained the Jewish people live in peace and security.

This peace however is forever shattered when the Antichrist sets up the abomination of desolation
in the temple and demands that people worship him and not God. From this point on the Jews enter
what the Lord Jesus referred to as the Great Tribulation (Matt 24:21). This is the time of God's
terrible judgment upon the world. The whole earth will suffer and this includes the Jewish people.
They will be singled out for persecution and death from the Gentile world.

It's very interesting that at the time we are living we have seen an exponential rise in anti-Semitism.
We might expect it across much of the Middle East, but even in the “sophisticated and civilised”
West Jewish people are increasingly targets of hate. The year of 2024 saw an unprecedented rise in
global anti-Semitism. The Anti-Semitism Research Center (ARC) documented a total of 6,326
incidents. This represents a staggering 107% increase from 2023.

At this time we should also expect to see people betraying one another. People will do whatever it
takes to stay alive, avoid persecution or prosper in some way. This includes stabbing family and
friends in the back. We should expect to see a rise in anger and hatred. Those who do this will in
some cases be those who claim to be followers of Christ. In this regard they will fall away from the
faith (the conduct and behaviour expected from believers). This is of course what happened during
the Roman persecution of Christians. Many Christians at that time, in order to save themselves did
what they were told. Bow down before the Caesar and call him lord.

What else should we expect to see? Let us read on and find out.
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11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.

The time of the Great Tribulation or the time of “Jacob's trouble” will present a wonderful
opportunity for charlatans and con-artists of all kinds. When people are in a state of terror or fear
they are less careful and discerning. They tend to go along with or agree with things that under
normal circumstances they would reject, or at least seriously question. Think about the Covid
Pandemic for example. People around the world meekly acquiesced to tyrannical government
policies largely without question or query. In fact in many cases we were actively discouraged from
questioning what was happening.

So when the world is descending into chaos around them many false prophets will seize the chance
either to promote themselves, or other leaders they think offer solutions. These false prophets will
be persuasive and convincing. We only need to look at some of the smooth and slick prosperity
gospel peddlers today. They are silver tongued and charismatic. They manipulate their hearers and
coax them into believing their lies. The end time prophets will be no different. They will teach
people that there is no need to pay the high costs associated with the name of Jesus Christ. Instead,
they can follow an easier route that will spare them persecution or harassment. This, is in reality no
way at all. But given the difficulties of the times many will buy into their lies. Let us read on.

11 22 7! offeixtS0| 2oi-+ B2 0 000 %1 20K

Chett Se=“ORge| i O Z2f= APt 22 SRt AP SO =212 7 RIS Mise ALt 0 O

=2 S50 Z2[H LS| S0kt 2E=0| ZORLIEL BARH HFESPLL RS AP 1 Biet 250 S0t

= 80| UELEL OIF SO F2LHHHUS A2l 2RM@. T M| AMES2 ZRHQ1 HR M0l ol OfF
21 Ok B0| =20| =8ELIL 0 O, B2 B 7L 20| LA Chiet Cl2S AP ks A At =Rt
LICE

(2 PA Ml ] =20 HHIX|H B2 75 MARIS2 AAR o= SHZMS MARICED M2 Bk= X=X 1SS St
7RI S AL O] AR ARISE ZEEMPHEOHESE0| JEELIEL @52 Wizt B 235 TIfk=

1000000000 J352 27| E2 LUS E s 7RNpHEELCE OS2 E= ARSI OS2 =
ZToHl AP 20| 7AE B BiELICE B ALHe| MAKIER CIEX| 42 ZRILEE 252 0= 2 A=0| O



A gentle hike up bible mountains — 6. The Mount of Olives — Sermon Notes Page 15
S Floll 2 SIS XIS EHev| ST ARSI 7 IE2E! Z_ILIEE CHA EiE miet = U= H R 22
M= 7124 Z4R0LIEE o2 5K EELIEE SEXIEHACH| 0242 £0iM BE2 ARRE0| =8| AR &
72 ZRALIEE AR 210 EAIEE

12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who
endures to the end shall be saved.

One of the major results of both the loss of Christian influence in the world (the rapture) and the
teachings of the false teachers will be a loss of morality. This should not surprise us. Jesus taught us
that God's entire message to humanity hangs on two commands of Scripture. Namely, to love God
with all we have and to love one's neighbour as one's self (Matthew 22:37-40). So once God's law
has been rejected that naturally leads to both a hating of God and for other human beings. As a
result, lawlessness will abound.

I am a big fan of books, films and TV shows that portray the world after national or global societal
collapse. We often term such works as being “Post-apocalyptic.” It's a very popular genre.

I enjoy watching or reading these things because it’s fun to speculate on what might happen. I
always like to think about what I might do if I found myself in such a world. If you'd like an
introduction into the literature of this world, I'd recommend John Wyndham's “The day of the
triffids” written in 1951 and “A wrinkle in the sun” written by John Christopher and published in
1961.

I used to think that writers such as Wyndham and Christopher allowed their worlds to degenerate
too rapidly. Within days or weeks of a global catastrophe people had reverted to brutal savagery.
Women were kidnapped and raped on sight and people had few, or no qualms about beating or
killing others in order to take what they had. I used to think this was unrealistic. Surely order would
be maintained for some considerable time. Surely people would remain civilised and decent.

As I have gotten older I think the writer's and the world's they have imagined are probably quite
accurate. When Christian morality disappears and the restraint of the law goes people quickly
become savage. Actually this is consistent with an atheistic world-view. Treating people decently is
biblical because we know that human beings are created in God's image. Atheists are not bound to
such thinking. People, in their world-view are just animals and can be treated as such. This means
that people no longer look at others with care and compassion. Their hearts become cold and
calculating. This is what the world will be like during the Great Tribulation.

But Jesus tells us here that those who endure to the end will be saved. There is considerable debate
surrounding what Jesus means here. As a result, three possibilities for Jesus' meaning here are put
forward.

The first is that those who remain faithful to Christ until death will see eternal salvation. This
means, by implication that those who fall away will lose their salvation. This is a problematic
understanding which I believe runs contrary with what scripture teaches. The bible is clear that
those God elects to salvation will persevere until the end (John 10:28, 1 Pet 1:5)

The second is that lifelong faithfulness is a sign of true salvation.

The third is that those who survive the catastrophic events leading up to Christ's second coming will
be spared from death. They will then go on to be physically present in His earthly kingdom. Given
the context of this passage this interpretation seems the most likely.

Those who survive the tribulation will be "saved" in the sense of being "spared from physical
death" and will continue to live in the millennial kingdom. When speak of those who are truly saved
we are of course talking about those who have placed their faith in Christ. Simply surviving the
tribulation will not “earn” a person salvation. The only way for a person to be saved is as follows,
confess of your sins, repent or turn from them and place your faith in Christ alone for your
salvation. This message will not change during the time of the tribulation.
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Let us turn to our final verse for today.
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14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come.

Another interesting characteristic of the tribulation period is that it will be an intense time of
evangelism. Even with Christians gone the gospel will continue to be preached. Later revelation
informs us that there will be 144,000 Jewish missionaries. God will protect them during the
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Tribulation and they will provide the leadership in this worldwide gospel proclamation (Rev 14:1-
5). We can only assume that their message will be similar to the message that John, Jesus, and the
original disciples preached. Get ready, the Messiah's Kingdom is at hand.

The Great Tribulation will be drawn to a close as the Lord Jesus Christ returns to earth in glory.
This will bring to an end a period of catastrophe and horror that the world has never before
witnessed. How those living at the time will cry our for a saviour. And where will our Lord and
saviour alight? On today's mountain of interest. As recorded by the prophet Zechariah.

And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives,
Which faces Jerusalem on the east.

Let us turn now to the lessons we can learn from today's passage.

14 0| Sfix LIEIo] 71 40| 2 MiAP]| Fizielo] == RRE0p SV |HE 201 THIMOF o] 2 20EL
2 |o| i O Sh|=2 SE2 et Tl AP P2 20k FRIHEE I2AERIS0| F74E 20l 55
= A T AL 2oMMES 14 24 ol RIHRI THEALSO| /UE 20 REfsLIE Si-FEHM
2t 7/ St 55 Eoolke! Z0M J=2 0| T MpNe! =5 952 OE0tE 2RIk A 14:1-5). 352
K= MRSt Ofs IR A=S0| T Suth-mAfRt ZA2ILIEL OHISIEE Bk O] =01 7 PIFR=L
2k

7 O 22 AEZHN B S01| O] 'Toi| Kiiziohh [ZiM Lzl 22 2L O12M Migo] o= 22 B2
TEE TR SEO| AL HEE Z4RILIEE 1 SAARISE 7RIS 20| 72t 2RI 22| 3= 718Kt O
=2 OCI= @eien KKt A7[2Pt71Set 203 @5 2o ARl 2 Moz @4 2L

O

o0 39| o] offFard of 2 85 deto O Ml 2018, (2712F14:4)
O 2=2| 2E0iM Hig == U= 1Es SH2NEHE

Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's teaching.
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1 Put vour trust in Christ alone

As the disciples sat on the Mount of Olives and looked back at the temple they were mightily
impressed by this imposing building. It certainly was awe-inspiring. Constructed as it was from
huge limestone blocks that reflected the light. It literally sparkled and glittered in the sunlight. Such
a building the disciples thought would last forever. The Lord Jesus' words that the temple would fall
no doubt greatly shocked them. The Jewish nation would be destroyed. Such a thought seemed
inconceivable. We can only imagine how the disciples felt at hearing this news. It is often deeply
disturbing to hear that things are not as solid and permanent as they seem.

It's a message that we too should heed. The good health, prosperity, freedom and stability that we
enjoy will not last forever. We should never take these things for granted. Our circumstances can
change in a moment and we may find ourselves in uncertain and worrying times. The truth is that
the things of this world are temporary.

The temple in Jerusalem fell. Those Jews who clung to the old system were distraught. But those
who now clung to the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ found comfort and solace in Him. The same
holds true for us. If our hope and security lies in the temporal things of this world then one day we
too will be left distraught. Having a nice house and a large bank balance will not prevent you from
getting cancer. Being an “important” or “significant” person will not save you from the fires of hell.
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But if our hope and security lies as it should in the one God sent to save. Then, and only then will
we truly find eternal joy and security. Not matter what comes our way we have nothing to fear. He
has purchased our eternal rest and security with His precious blood. So I urge all of you to put your
faith and trust in Christ.
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2 Be diligent and careful students of God's Word

I was once approached with an offer to buy some counterfeit money. I was told that for ten British
pounds I could by twenty counterfeit pounds. Naturally I wasn't tempted in the slightest and politely
declined.

Today banks and many shops have ultraviolet light scanners that can detect counterfeit notes. It's
much harder to pass fake bills. Interestingly those tasked by the government to spot fake notes are
trained in an interesting way.

Now you might imagine that they are trained by exposing them to all finds of clever fake notes. We
might think that they are given very well produced fake bills and asked to spot the flaw. But this is
not how they are trained. Instead, they are given a genuine bill and told to become so familiar with
it that they know every nuance. They come to know how it looks, feels and even smells. This means
that when they see a counterfeit note they can instantly detect a fake. It looks, feel or smells off.

The Lord Jesus warned that in the end times there will be many false teachers and prophets. Many
sadly will be deceived. What's the best way to avoid being deceived? How can you protect against
being conned or manipulated?

Let's apply the same principle used by counterfeit money spotters. The very best way to avoid
believing lies spoken about God's revelation is to be a devoted student of the Word. If you know
what the bible says then you will know when someone tells you something contrary to what
scripture records.

When you are familiar and intimate with the Word the red warning lights will go off automatically.
You will know that something is off. Therefore I encourage all of you to be diligent and careful
students of God's Word.
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