A gentle hike up bible mountains — 5. Zion — Sermon Notes Page 1

A gentle hike up bible mountains — Sermon Notes
Title: “Zion”

Scripture: 2 Samuel 5:1-7

Date preached: June 1% 2025
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1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and spoke, saying, “Indeed we are
your bone and your flesh. 2 Also, in time past, when Saul was king over us, you were the one
who led Israel out and brought them in; and the LORD said to you, ‘You shall shepherd My
people Israel, and be ruler over Israel.’” 3 Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king
at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the LorD. And
they anointed David king over Israel. 4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months,
and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah. 6 And the king and
his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who spoke to
David, saying, “You shall not come in here; but the blind and the lame will repel you,”
thinking, “David cannot come in here.” 7 Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion
(that is, the City of David).
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Review

Today we are going to be looking at Mount Zion a very significant and frequently mentioned
biblical mountain. But before we do that let us relive some of the picturesque highlights from last
time.

As I'm sure you all remember we spent a very pleasant morning wandering along the wooded slopes
of Mount Carmel. Mount Carmel is actually a mountainous ridge rather than a single mountain
peak. The ridge begins on the Mediterranean coast near the city of Haifa and runs approximately 24
kilometres south-east down to the plain of Dothan. It has always been a beautiful part of Israel due
in large part to the abundance of plants and trees that flourish in the area. The very name Carmel
derives from a Hebrew word which means “vineyard,” “orchard,” or “garden.” Today Mount
Carmel is part of Israel's largest national park.

It has throughout history been considered to be a special or sacred place. We have ancient Egyptian
records that refer to Mount Carmel as being a “holy mountain.” Ancient people groups such as the
Canaanites believed the region to be the home of their gods. As such it was often a site for pagan
idol worship.

The Mountain is mentioned on 24 occasions in the Old Testament but never in the New. It was an
area that Joshua captured at the time of the conquests. This means it is now, and will always be part
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of the Jews inheritance. In scripture the mountain is often praised for its beauty and fertility. It is
however best known for being the setting for the epic showdown between Elijah and the prophets of
Baal. This was the story we looked at last time.

Elijah was called by God to speak His truth at a particularly dark time in Israel's history. The nation
was being ruled by King Ahab. He was an evil man and consequently a bad king. From the very
beginning of his reign he had decided to reject God and follow his own path. This was not helped
when he married the wicked pagan Jezebel. She encouraged Ahab to further distance himself from
Yahweh and set up a temple to Baal in his capital of Samaria. Previous kings of Israel had led the
nation astray, but none, until Ahab had actually made Baal worship the state religion. God would
not stand back and watch this happen. He sends the prophet Elijah to tell Ahab that there would be
no dew or rain for a prolonged period of time. This was God's judgement on the nation. After
delivering this news Elijah made a hasty retreat.

Three years, and a number of interesting incidents later God tells Elijah to return to Ahab. He will
now send rain. The two have a spiky meeting at which Elijah throws down a challenge. Whoever

can encourage their respective deity to send down fire and consume a sacrificial offering wins the
contest. The winner will be acknowledged as being the one true God, and will be worshipped and
obeyed accordingly. This exciting spectacle will be watched by the whole nation. Tickets are sold
and the popcorn and hot-dog vendors make a killing.

In the red corner we have 450 prophets of the Canaanite storm god Baal. In the blue corner we have
the prophet Elijah representing Yahweh. The prophets of Baal are supremely confident. Everyone
knows that he is master of lightning bolts. It shouldn't therefore be very hard for him to get a
sacrificial fire going. Since the followers of Baal massively outnumber Yahweh's side (only Elijah)
they are permitted to go first. After setting up their altar and chopping up a bull they dance
enthusiastically, and call out for Baal to send fire. Baal must be otherwise engaged because nothing
happens. Even when they ritually cut and slash themselves Baal remains unmoved. Elijah mocks
their feeble efforts and calls into serious doubt the ability of their god. Perhaps, he tells them Baal is
busy or even more shockingly maybe he's occupied in the bathroom!

It is now Elijah's turn. He rebuilds the altar, places the wood and bull on top and then he does
something guaranteed to make the task harder. He orders that 12 pots of water be poured over
everything. So now with the altar, wood and sacrifice dripping wet he calls out to God to hear and
answer his prayer. At this point God sends an all-consuming fire. The sacrifice, wood, water and
even the stone is vaporised in an instant. Everyone present is suitably awed. Yahweh really is the
one true God. The people fall on their faces and proclaim Him Lord. Elijah then orders that the
prophets of Baal be captured and executed. That's always the most efficient way of ensuring that
bad and wicked people don't get to commit evil acts again. Just think for a moment of all the
“reformed” prisoners let out of jail who went on to murder, rape or commit acts of terror AGAIN!

This amazing event took place on Mount Carmel. Today we will look at Mount Zion.
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Today we are going to look at Mount Zion. This mountain holds a significant place in both biblical
history and theology. The mountain serves as a symbol of God's presence, it is the centre of worship
and it also represents the future hope of God's people. The other mountains we have looked at were
simply geographic places in which God revealed things to human beings, or where significant
events occurred. Mount Zion represents much more than just a geographic site. It is both a physical
location and a spiritual concept or idea. In many ways the spiritual significance of Zion out weighs
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its geographical location. Let's deal first with the physical location. Where is Mount Zion?

As I'm sure you are aware Jerusalem is a mountainous city. It is situated on a plateau in the Judaean
Mountains at an average elevation of 784 metres above sea level. Like Athens, Rome, Moscow,
Seattle, Istanbul and Sheffield in the UK it is built on seven hills. Let me briefly run through the
seven in no particular order.

The seven hills (mountains)

The Highest of the Seven Mountains is Mount Scopus located in north-east Jerusalem. It rises to a
height of 826 meters above sea level. Its Hebrew name is Har HaTsofim which translates as "Mount
of the Watchmen or Sentinels."

We come next to the Mount of Olives, also known as Mount Olivet. It is a mountain ridge located to
the east of Jerusalem. The highest point on the Mount of Olives is A¢-Tur which reaches a height of
818 meters above sea level.

If we travel south from Mount Olivet we come to the Mount of Corruption. It is actually located on
the same ridge as Mount Olivet. Its name comes from King Solomon’s era when idol temples were
erected on its slopes. It reaches a height of 747 meters above sea level.

We come next to Mount Ophel. It is sandwiched between the City of David and the Temple Mount
in Jerusalem. It is a hugely important archaeological site which constantly yields ancient treasures.
The term “Ophel” translates to “swell or rise.” It is believed to have been built or enhanced by King
Solomon. It served as the biblical equivalent of an acropolis where royalty ruled.

Just south of Mount Ophel we have Mount Zion. It was once the highest point in ancient Jerusalem
and part of the walled upper city. It was known for obvious reasons as the “heart of Jerusalem.”

The New Mount Zion is located as you can see on the map west of the original Mount Zion.

The final mountain of the seven goes by several names. It is at times referred to as the Hill of the
Antonia Fortress. But, it's probably better known as Mount Moriah. Mount Moriah is traditionally
identified with the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. This association is based on 2 Chronicles 3:1 which
states,

Now Solomon began to build the house of the LoRD at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the
Lorp had appeared to his father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing
floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

There is plenty more that I could say about each of these mountains but our attention today is
centred upon Mount Zion. So let us turn next to consider the biblical significance of this mountain.
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Mount Zion in the bible

As I alluded to in my introduction getting to grips with Mount Zion is not easy. This is because the
name “Mount Zion” or “Zion” is used in different ways in the Bible. It is spoken of in each of the
following ways.

1. As a physical location
It is a real mountain sited in Jerusalem.

2. As a symbolic reference to something theological

Zion is often used symbolically in the Bible to represent God's chosen dwelling place and the
spiritual centre of His kingdom. It is depicted as the place where God resides and where His people
gather to worship Him (Psalm 132:13-14).

3. As a centre of worship and pilgrimage

Mount Zion is central to the worship life of Israel. It was the location of Solomon's Temple, where
sacrifices and daily offerings were made. It was also where the Ark of the Covenant was housed.
Pilgrims would ascend to Zion for all the major feasts.

4. As a focal point for prophetic hope and restoration

Zion is also a focal point of prophetic hope and eschatological expectation. The prophets speak of a
future time when Zion will be exalted and all nations will stream to it to learn God's ways (Isaiah
2:2-3).
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5. As a place of messianic fulfilment
The New Testament writers see the fulfilment of Zion's promises in Jesus Christ. Hebrews 12:22
states,

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to
an innumerable company of angels,

This spiritual Zion is the assembly of the redeemed, where Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant,
reigns.

6. As an eternal place of God's glory

Revelation 14:1 envisions a future Zion where the Lamb stands with the 144,000, symbolizing the
ultimate gathering of God's people in His presence. This eternal Zion is the culmination of God's
redemptive plan, where His people dwell with Him forever.

All of this means you need to look closely at the context in which the word appears.

The name Zion appears in the Old Testament 152 times as a title of Jerusalem. Interestingly over

half of these occurrences appear in just two books, the Book of Isaiah (46 times) and the book of
Psalms (38 times). It appears seven times in the New Testament and five times in quotations from
the Old Testament.

The word Zion (transliterated as 7siyown in the Hebrew) essentially means “fortification” or
“citadel.” It carries the idea of being “raised up” as a monument or a stronghold.
The first mention of Zion in the Bible is 2 Samuel 5:7.

We shall be looking at this passage in more detail shortly. Zion was originally an ancient Jebusite
fortress. After David’s conquest of the fortress, Jerusalem became a possession of Israel. King
David built his royal palace on the site, and Zion or Jerusalem became the seat of power in Israel’s
kingdom. When Solomon built the temple in Jerusalem, the meaning of Zion expanded to include
the broader temple area (Psalm 2:6; 48:2,132:13). Over time, the term expanded further still to
represent the entire city of Jerusalem.

With this background in place allow me now to set the scene for today's passage.

A7 20| Al A

ME0|M AHERURO| A2 A2 MHZ Olotioks 242 2| RssLIEL S80I "Af2 4 5= " AR O K= OfF0|
Clich PAO= ABED | IR AR Lh2 BfSat 22 |2 el

1. SN2 Eoh= T
OfiFr20l| PiXich 22| MRILIEL
2. AR OPISTTT] HEsk= 3¢

A22 SE0M SN Bliok! M0 SIE LIEIS| BN SekiE fEHCE L= 897/t &E
LIEE ARR2 S-FEPHM o 20| #48S0[ 20] OHidh= 0= BAREILIEKARE 132:13-14).

3. OfHiRl=o] o]

A2 £E2 O II0IS0| OfHl &1 SeiRLIEt == 0| ARIE 2oz MAIS =20 UM MIES
HEK|E XL S50t QofP EREl S0P | Bl w2k S2 BE 72 V0| ARz S2R S
Cf

4. OfpE] Ak} SEO) SARY



~

A gentle hike up bible mountains — 5. Zion — Sermon Notes Page 7
A22 EEoH O A2t SHEXN 7 [LHe| 2580 P | Bl IEf AIRIS2 ARO[ B0 2= 20|
Sl-fEe| 22 HiRY | 6l o= =2 DRHO]| CHol Ol bk OAIOF2:2-3).

5. AP offd Afejo] 2k
2ot S8 MRS Ol 22T Q10N Al 9F80| SFel= ZE B 5182 12 F22 E2 0|
2| 2R

T2 LSP O 2 Al A Ao} AM SjLlo| B0l 5Es0| ofsakiin) 2at FA R}
O] FHOI A[22 T2 XI=0| 0], Aff 2| SHEXIO KM Ol==VAM CRAR A= UL IEE
6. 9 k

SOHNE 14 &1 B2 OZRI0| MAIZEARY it S| A Q= DRl AR ZABIH Of=SiLf=o| Bl
‘0| SFHCZ Sl Q0| ZOf= 2 ARBILIEL O] ERlot AR SHLIEe| 71l Alo| FEoH 1
20| Hi0| ARG | Tt 2| ZHo k= 2ULIEE

OEZ AIR2 021 2|2 AIBE|ER O] HioP | SZESH= 2MS 2 AR SiLICL

A20ER= 0|22 TRFIZHNIN OIFARIS 712P |= A= 152 3| SERILICE S0IEA|= 0| = Z&HH0A0| O

MOk46 =) 2F AFH(38 =) 5 ZOiA LESLIEE LeFgE0N= 7 2| 21 7ordEs 218et 7720k 5 2| S8
2Lk

A2 Zion(S|ER[0] Tsiyown 2| 89)ORF= Clof= EEKOZ " Q@Mfortification " B5="Kl|citadel "E 2|
OLEL 718H| = QME " MR Clraised up "= 2PIE B QELLCE

FEOIM ARRO| M Ozl 22 Aot s & 7 2L

Of 720]| CHotkt= = Apio] 2H=ZELIEE Af22 2 0 OFRAF2| QMRISLIEL CISIO| O] RAS 8=t
2 ORI OrRIdo] ot EIIELIE CF 2 OB =S MR, A2 B OfFa2 O (A 3
=2| T S| ERIELIF S==0| OfFa0| Jhis 738 [ A2 & KIH AR 2:6; 48:2; 132:1
3)2 E2bl= o= 2=RELIE ARIO| S2FN Of E0t= OfRard THIE AFdol= BRI HS 2R(Rd
o

OR{CH HitE XAMS HIZCZ, Ol 2= == YHe &8s B2

Today's account is taken from 2" Samuel. In the Hebrew Bible first and second Samuel were
combined into one book. The translators of the Septuagint divided them and they remain divided in
our bibles today. But when you read them you can clearly see that 2" Samuel continues the
narrative from the first book.

To summarise very briefly, First Samuel tells us about God's establishment of a monarchy for His
chosen people. The book covers a time span of approximately 100 years. The account begins by
telling us about the birth and rise to prominence of the prophet Samuel. We then read the fascinating
account of the rise and fall of the nations first king; Saul. As we all know he started off well, but
ended very badly. The book of 1%t Samuel ends with Saul taking his own life.

The book of 2" Samuel covers around 40 years of Israel's history. Its contents can be divided into
two main sections and an appendix. The first section deals with David’s triumphs (chapters 1-10)
and the second David’s troubles (chapters 11-20). The last part of the book (chapters 21-24) is a
non-chronological appendix which contains further details of David’s reign.

The book of 2" Samuel begins with David receiving news of the death of Saul and his sons. They
died fighting against the Philistines. Saul's death interestingly enough given the subject of this
sermon series occurred on a mountain. Saul died on Mount Gilboa (1 Sam 31).
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David is deeply troubled by the death of Saul and his sons. He proclaims a time of mourning and
lament. Following this David who was 30 years of age at this time was anointed king of Judah. The
astute among you may point out that this was David's second anointing. Let me take you back to 1
Samuel for the first.

Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit
of the LorD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.
(15t Sam 16:13)

This first anointing described above was a private (family) affair. This second occasion described
here in 2" Samuel was very different. This anointing marked the formal acknowledgement that the
people of Judah now viewed David as the one chosen by the Lord to be their king.

It is important for us to note before moving on that the nation was divided at this time. There were
two kings. David was king of Judah and Saul's son Ish-bosheth was king over Israel. Ish-bosheth set
up his capital in Mahanaim (2 Sam 2:8). David picked Hebron to be his capital. It was not long
before civil war broke out between the houses of Saul and David. The war effectively comes to an
end with the brutal murder of Ish-bosheth. This brings us neatly to chapter 5. Let's pick up the story.
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1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and spoke, saying, “Indeed we are
your bone and your flesh. 2 Also, in time past, when Saul was king over us, you were the one

who led Israel out and brought them in; and the LoORD said to you, ‘You shall shepherd My
people Israel, and be ruler over Israel.” ”

No nation can really thrive and prosper when it is divided. Strength always comes from unity. God's
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people recognised this fact.

They knew that their ongoing success depended upon uniting behind a strong and competent leader.
With Ish-bosheth dead the other eleven tribes were now without a leader. It seems that they were all
agreed that David was the ruler they needed. Why might they have all come to this conclusion?
That's a good question. Allow me to explain. Moses had actually received from God a list of criteria
to look for in a prospective king. The full passage can be found in Deuteronomy (17:14-20). Let's
look at some of key things from that passage now.

15 you shall surely set a king over you whom the LorD your God chooses; one from among
your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not
your brother.

Saul had been the people's choice. David, however was the Lord's choice. He was the man that God
had chosen to be the shepherd over His people. It now seems to be common knowledge that the
prophet Samuel had anointed David many years prior to him becoming the official king and ruling
in Hebron. David had probably been in his mid to late teens at this time.

God had also stipulated that the king was to be an Israelite. Not a foreigner. The people affirm here
that David is of the same bone and flesh as them. He can trace his ancestry back. David as we
know was born in Bethlehem and was a member of the royal tribe of Judah. So clearly David fit the
bill. He was an Israelite and more importantly he was God's choice.

17 Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly
multiply silver and gold for himself.

Okay, let's be honest David failed in this regard. He was obviously a man who had difficulty
keeping his fleshly desires in check. He had multiple wives. Eight are mentioned by name (Michal,
Ahinoam, Abigail, Maacah, Haggith, Abital, Eglah and Bathsheba). But there may have been others.
However at this time many of these problems had not fully emerged.

19 And it (the law of God) shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he
may learn to fear the LorD his God and be careful to observe all the words of this law and
these statutes, 20 that his heart may not be lifted above his brethren, that he may not turn
aside from the commandment 7o the right hand or 7o the left, and that he may prolong his
days in his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of Israel.

David as the bible tells us was a man after God's own heart. In Acts 13:22 we read,

22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He
gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who
will do all My will.’

So David sought to always do God's will. He tried (and failed as we all do) to live a life putting God
first and aiming to please Him. Another reason David was a man after God’s own heart is that he
absolutely loved God’s Law. Of the 150 psalms in the Bible, David is credited for writing over half
of them. Writing at various and often troubling times in his life, David repeatedly mentioned how
much he loved God’s perfect Word.

Another important aspect of leadership comes in actually and effectively being able to lead people.
Here in verse two of chapter 5 the people acknowledge that David has already demonstrated his
leadership abilities. He had proven himself on numerous occasions to be a seasoned warrior. He had
led the army out to battle and brought them back victorious many times.

So when it came to both military matters and politics in the broader sense he had proven to be a
man that people would loyally follow.

So to sum things up. David met three vital criteria necessary to be king. He had been chosen by
God, he had shown he had the ability to lead and he was an Israelite.

Therefore all the tribes (or representatives from each) came to meet with David in his capital of
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Hebron. They all enthusiastically gave their allegiance to their new king.

Let us read on.
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3 Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a
covenant with them at Hebron before the LOrD. And they anointed David king over Israel.

4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron
he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three
years over all Israel and Judah.

So the tribal elders gather in Hebron and determine to follow David as their king. A covenant or an
agreement is made between them. This agreement made before God probably included a fresh
commitment to the Mosaic Law. Both parties no doubt agreed to remain fully committed to
Yahweh. Their agreement also outlined the responsibilities of the king to the people, and the people
to their king. When this formal and binding contract had been made the elders anointed David with
oil. Are you keeping track of David's anointings? This is the third! Can you imagine how sticky he
must have been.

As I told you before David was 30 years old when this took place. This was considered the perfect
age at which to take on the responsibility of leadership (see Num 4:3 and Luke 3:23). Let me give
you some evidence for this. Three prominent descendants of Jacob began their ministries at or near
the age of 30; Joseph, David and the Lord Jesus.

David was to enjoy a long reign. In total, he reigned for forty years. This period is divided into two
parts. He reigned for over Judah alone for seven years and six months. He then reigned over a
united Judah and Israel for a further thirty-three years.

Let us move on now and talk about how David made Jerusalem his capital.
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6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the
land, who spoke to David, saying, “You shall not come in here; but the blind and the lame will
repel you,” thinking, “David cannot come in here.” 7 Nevertheless David took the stronghold
of Zion (that is, the City of David).

David as we noted before had set up his capital in the city of Hebron. For a number of reasons this
was not the most ideal place to have the capital of the now united nation. So David sought a new
site for his headquarters. He decided upon the city of Jerusalem. This was a wise choice. Its
elevated location, surrounded on three sides by valleys, made it fairly easy to defend. But also,
perhaps more importantly at this time it made good political sense. Jerusalem had never belonged to
any of the tribes, so nobody could accuse David of playing favourites in setting up his new capital
here. However in saying all this we should not neglect the vital detail that Jerusalem was God's
choice. Let me read to you from 1 Kings 11:22

(but he shall have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem,
the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel)

There was just one slight problem. The problem was that the city was currently occupied. The
Jebusties who were living there did not really want to give up their city.

Joshua had captured Jerusalem during his conquests of the land (Josh 10), but shortly after this the
native inhabitants, the Jebusites, retook the city (Judg. 1:21). Historically speaking the Jebusites
were descendants of Jebus, the third son of Canaan (Gen. 10:16; 1 Chron. 1:14).

The city then had been in their control, according to the historian Josephus for 515 years. This
naturally gave them a great deal of confidence in their ability to hold on to what was theirs. They
believed their city was impregnable. This is reflected in their boast,

“You shall not come in here; but the blind and the lame will repel you,”

They believed that even their weakest citizens, those who were physically handicapped would be
able to repel the Israelite army. Such a boast made David angry. He knew that the Lord had
promised Moses that Israel would conquer all the nations living in Canaan, including the Jebusites
(Ex. 23:23-24). So David devised a cunning plan. Here in verse 7 we just read that he took the
stronghold of Zion (Jerusalem) but allow me to give your the details.

David promised that the man who entered the city and subdued it would be made the chief and
captain of his army (1 Chronicles 11:6). David’s nephew Joab accepted the challenge. David then
told him about a vertical water shaft connecting with a tunnel leading to an underground water
supply outside the walls. It was a way to gain access unnoticed into the city. Climbing up the shaft
would have been difficult but not impossible. This was what Joab did. There is some disagreement
on exactly what he did to bring about the Jebusite collapse. Some claim he blocked the water source
and forced their surrender. Others think he simply opened the gates or lowered ropes that allowed
other soldiers to enter. However it happened David's forces took the city.

In 1867 the British archaeologist and engineer Charles Warren discovered the shaft Joab used. It
had been filled with debris and “lost” for hundreds of years. The shaft connected the ancient spring
of Gihon with the settlement or stronghold on the south-eastern hill. It runs for a length of about
230 feet (70 m). Imagine creeping along that!

Once the city was captured David occupied the mount and called the southern part “the City of
David.” Interestingly the name "Zion" appears for the first time here. It would go on to have great
national significance. In the years to come he and his successors strengthened the fortress and
developed the city by expanding outwards and surrounding the city with walls.

And so we bring our brief study of Mount Zion to a close. Next week Lord willing we will be
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hopping across to the Mount of Olives.
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Lessons to learn
I have drawn two lessons from today's teaching.

K= 230| 7IER0M & 71| s HUSHE

1 Choosing good leaders
Choosing leaders is often a challenge.

At times good strong people rise to the top and make themselves known. But at other times we are
left wondering who to pick from a mediocre bunch.

Whether it be leaders in church, in the local community or even national leaders we know the
importance of choosing good, ideally the best people. The consequences for making bad choices
can be disastrous. Churches have split or even closed their doors due to poor leadership choices.
National governments have fallen and widespread economic catastrophe had ensued because poor
leaders were selected.

The people of Israel in today's account found themselves in a leadership crisis. Their king, Ish-
bosheth was dead. What were they to do?

They could either look among themselves for a new leader, or they could consider David. He was
clearly a strong candidate. But some among them probably had reservations about David. Would he
not favour his own tribe? Could he really unite the nation? Was he really the right man to lead them.
It was an important decision. What criteria were they use to judge him?

They very wisely looked for three characteristics that should mark out anyone who leads, or desires
to lead God's people. These three principles still apply when we are looking to appoint a person to
leadership within the church. Let us consider them now.

1. A leader must belong to God's people.

Now in the case of God's chosen people this refers of course to David being a member of one of the
12 tribes. A foreigner could not assume the position of leadership.

Today when we look for a leader in the church we want to assess that person's walk with Christ. We
want to gauge whether they truly have a heart for God and what He desires. Sadly at times in the
modern church people are appointed for political reasons, or simply because they are a long serving
member. They may or may not have the right heart to lead God's people. It's important for us to
assess this before promoting people.

2. A leader must demonstrate the capability to lead.

This should be obvious, but its amazing how many times people are promoted who have no idea
how to lead others. The people in David's day had plenty of evidence regarding his leadership
credentials. He was nationally known as a brave and competent warrior. David was a bold and
courageous leader of men.

Today we must equally seek out people who have the ability to lead. Sometimes we do not know
until we give them a degree of responsibility. But in most cases people who have the ability to lead
stand out. We see that they have confidence, wisdom, integrity, compassion and that they are
disciplined and well organised. All of these attributes makes them stand out as potentially good
leaders.

Finally, and most importantly

3. A leader must have an evident call from God.

We should observe two things in our Christian leaders. Firstly we should believe them to have all
that is necessary to do the job, and more importantly that God has called them to it. Secondly the
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person themselves must feel that God is calling them to this position. If either of these is missing
then this person is not the right person for the job.

So in David's case he knew that it was God's will for him to be king over the nation. When the
elders assessed him they also came to the conclusion that not only was he the right person, but also
that God had called him. They were happy therefore to fall under his leadership.

So let us be wise when we seek new leaders. The criteria we have just discussed provides a good
framework in choosing the right person.
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2 With God the impossible becomes possible

In today's account we read about how God's people were faced with the daunting prospect of taking
the Jebusite city of Jerusalem. The Jebusties were confident to the point of arrogance. No one would
be able to take their well defended city. To them the task facing the Israelites seemed impossible.
David, and more importantly God did not agree. With God the impossible becomes possible.

Now, we may not be leading an army attempting to take a well defended fortress. But we all have
obstacles and problems in our lives that seem impossible. We may face serious health concerns,
money troubles, employment worries and difficult people we have to deal with. It may be a call we
have to do something that we feel inadequate or unqualified to do. A way through these things may
strike us as impossible. We may think that God has forgotten us and that we are never going to
overcome this issue. But that simply is not the case. God often puts these obstacles in our way to
challenge, test and try us. We learn a valuable lesson through them. We learn not to try to do
everything ourselves but instead trust in God. These impossible tasks are nothing to the all powerful
sovereign God of the universe. He's our Father and He loves us. Why then do we spend so much
time worrying and stressing. Form a human perspective the challenges we face may appear to be
impossible, but to God they are nothing.

Let us turn to God and embrace the idea that with God the impossible becomes possible.
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