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Scripture: Deuteronomy 27:9-26

9 Then Moses and the priests, the Levites, spoke to all Israel, saying, “Take heed and listen,
O Israel: This day you have become the people of the LORD your God. 10 Therefore you shall
obey the voice of the LORD your God, and observe His commandments and His statutes
which I command you today.” 11 And Moses commanded the people on the same day,
saying, 12 “These shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people, when you have crossed
over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin; 13 and these shall
stand on Mount Ebal to curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.

14 “And the Levites shall speak with a loud voice and say to all the men of Israel: 15 ‘Cursed
is the one who makes a carved or molded image, an abomination to the Lorp, the work of
the hands of the craftsman, and sets if up in secret.’“And all the people shall answer and say,
‘Amen!’ 16 ‘Cursed is the one who treats his father or his mother with contempt.’ “And all
the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 17 ‘Cursed is the one who moves his neighbor’s landmark.’
“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

18 ‘Cursed is the one who makes the blind to wander off the road.” “And all the people shall
say, ‘Amen!’ 19 ‘Cursed is the one who perverts the justice due the stranger, the fatherless,
and widow.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

20 ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his father’s wife, because he has uncovered his father’s
bed.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

21 ‘Cursed is the one who lies with any kind of animal.’ “And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

22 ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his sister, the daughter of his father or the daughter of his
mother.” “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

23 ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his mother-in-law.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

24 ‘Cursed is the one who attacks his neighbor secretly.’” “And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’ 25 ‘Cursed is the one who takes a bribe to slay an innocent person.’ “And all the
people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 26 ‘Cursed is the one who does not confirm all the words of this
law by observing them.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’”
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Review

We bring our ten sermon study on biblical mountains to a close today. It's been something a little
different. I hope that you have enjoyed, and found the series to have been interesting and insightful.
So after today you can put away your hiking boots and relax. What a relief you may say, all that
walking has left me exhausted. In a little while we are going to examine what occurred on Mount
Gerizim and Ebal. But before we do let's review last Sunday's hike.

Last Sunday we struggled our way to the top of Israel's highest mountain; Mount Hermon.
Straddling the border between Syria, Lebanon and Israel it rises to an impressive 2,814 metres
above sea level. It's strategic location makes it an important mountain in modern day Israel. It is the
location of a number of sensitive military monitoring sites. But, from a more fun perspective it is
also home to Israel's winter sports scene. It's peaks which remain snow covered for much of the
year are a big draw to skiers, snowboarders and those just intrigued by snow.

Historically the mountain has always been regarded as being special and sacred. Ancient pagan
peoples worshipped their gods on this mountain, and the remains of many of their shrines and
temples can still be seen today. The mountain is also biblically important for a number of reasons. It
served as a boundary or territory marker. It designated the northern limits of Israel and also served
as a useful tribal divider. It is also mentioned in the Old Testament as being a beautiful and majestic
mountain. It was a symbol of God's power and creative might. Some believe (and with good reason)
that it was on Mount Hermon that the Lord Jesus Christ was transfigured.

Last time we looked at what happened following the death of Joshua and the Israelites failure to
properly obey God's commands (Judges chapter 3). God had told them to drive the native
inhabitants out of the land. These tribal peoples who worshipped pagan deities were a bad influence
on the Israelites. Over time, they would tempt God's people, and eventually draw them away from
serving Him. This was why God gave them what on the surface seems like a harsh command.
Annihilate these people. God's order actually came from a place of care and concern. God ordered it
because He loved His chosen people and wanted to keep them from harm. However as we saw last
time the people were lax in following God's orders.

They were unable, or in some instances unwilling to do what was necessary. Eventually this led to
compromise and co-operation. They decided that they would live with, and alongside these pagan
peoples. That was to prove a very bad choice. From this decision on it was not long before things
really deteriorated. Soon just living as neighbours evolved into intermarriage.

This was something God had explicitly forbidden. There was again a very good reason for this. It
had nothing to do with God disliking mixed marriages, or hating the union of dark and light skinned
people. It had everything to do with the blending of two religious identities or cultures. He didn't
want those who followed Him to mix with those who worshipped pagan gods. This blending, or
mixing always leads to weakening of faith. The challenge of false thoughts and ideas usually results
in a falling away from worshipping the one true God.

I'm sure we all have some knowledge of this happening today. A follower of Christ begins to date a
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person of another faith, or an atheist and soon the Christian's faith is challenged. They are asked to
compromise on something they previously hold to be important. If they really love the person
asking them to make this compromise often they give in. They rationalise or try to explain away
their decision. I love this person and they will leave me if I don't do this thing. If they loved you
they wouldn't ask you to go against what you hold to be important.

My daughter sometimes asks me what is the most important thing to look for in a potential
boyfriend or husband. Unlike some of her other queries this one is very simple to answer. My
answer to her is always this. Does this potential partner love God and seek to live in a way that
honours and pleases Him? If he does he's a keeper. If he doesn't look for someone else.

The Israelites rejected God, turned to pagan idols and adopted wicked worship practices. As we
read throughout the remainder of the Book of Judges this compromise led to frequent oppression.
This is turn resulted in God having to send them a temporary saviour (a judge). How much easier
life would have been if they had just obeyed God's initial commands. Remember God always
knows best. Let's listen to and obey what He tells us.

Today we turn our attention to Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal.

L2 F&0|| L= 210]| Chot 2 #Io[11 D[R HwRlFf 52 MEE ZH0RELEL O] 2w AR
ML 7Pl SE=E P 1S Bt 230( X|HH StielS S H| e, 22 Xpst=t| 2 o
BOR T = 2k Lt ol Lo QI LS AmEZELIEL 1700 K| 20| SHis =0t 23
LICE

At 2R OXEIAON 718 =2 LRI S2= S| 2 22RELEE ARRL 2Els OXEIE =4
Ol 24 QU= of== 4h2 ZO0P ol 2,814 DIELHELIEE T 2| H=0] S22 Lh2 25=2| O |2
Mee S MRULIEE Of2] ZRIHAF ZA| ARO[ Kol REELIEE =21 STHOM O L2 o[ 74E
ALZRO| EEOP | BiEE 2 E LI 2= BRI SP2E2 2710 AeEH [ s T RIEAMEE
Of BO| ZE5LIH

SNHe=Z 0] L2 ehet SEOR Lhgot Xz O 2ELIEE 10l O[w=S2 O] Hoj)M s SHiRieH 1
=2| B2 LR AR FA0| oI O RUSLIEL Of 452 02 OlR= FaMo2: Sapl[f ZAH 5= g
HA| G S O Ao| S5 AR, XIS Lirs 788 S2s WL TR0 OISR &
2ot Loz LI Si-E| suHERe| 2is SIS off 0152 (EfE! Ol RELIE) == Ol
A2 AN ok 30| |2 A0 B

K|ich 20] OOt =0t O OARIRA BHSO| SiLHHO| B =Bolk| RRAS I Of 20| LOfRE=X| &
HRELEARR |3 &), Si-teliMe 7RRiES 1 S0l =O0te i SoIEH O =S SHiisk= 0|
FES2 O 0l ik DRELIEE ARIO| S22 =2 Sitee| #eS reet 20, Z2=0i=
SiteE a7 f= 20l 2O 2t ZaLIEE J2iM St HEERoZE 7iss 2O I5S TIESKERE
THEE Ue LI S| B2 Sii=el M gSo| Chich 2kl S0 BIRERELEL Si-te2 IS A
O A= Hoo el I FES LIERELIEL 21 352 S| B0l =5olK| BREHE:

OAAIARISE S=0| F53VALL Off BR0i= 2f=Xo= 70| oK BREHIEE Z= Efellt 2={o= Olof
SHF 352 0w PEESIHEPH A40] 27 |2 2SS Of= DR 25! MO RSLIEE 0 KILIX| ROF
2 RERELI OIR2ZTH A= M JAK| G0 S2o2 BEERISL O[n=elo| 222 Sl
TS| SKIGKIEL! Efee! O/ | QREELIEE Ol= SILIE0| 22 220 |-+-RraY QRE} #I01 QRS0| Z6lS 200
SPAA 24 20| OR-IRESLIEE T22 Tl GO ILH==le| Sit 20| AUSHIEL SIHER ARelo| 4
S0/ 0l 1= SHIOE= XSt 40k= 25 B RRMSLIEL ORie itk ek RIS A RILIEL 73

- OO Co=



A gentle hike up bible mountains — 10. Gerizim / Ebal — Sermon Notes Page 4
0 (OO OO0 OO0 OO0 O OO0 OO0 O, @EE0{E O 0] 20ifn 922 22|
= 2 QELCE IZEQI0| TE ARSS 71 ARIO LA IERIR KO [ES B & A2 A =010| BIZ0| =4
TELCE SRICH1 BRUE w2 |0f Ciok Efdlel= 27'S Bial I 2 Ot Efgis 25k= ARIO| ARREH
= AIZORIH BE2 ==6pH| 2Lt 22{3M XR | ZEE SR RlobH- HESI N SILICE "Li= O ARIS
AZSR=E UPFEfESIK| R4 TVt LIS [H 7H0p SRR 210 Tt Ehils TP ARRICIH Ehilo] 325t
A OV |= & MHIE R 276K | s 2R

M 22 715 Aofp| ARl SRR EEE RE I 7 1 S8ot 20| F0ILEL 25LEL O] Z=0]| Chst
B2 OISR ZITRILIEE AP ek Sh= CHER2 1 ARIO| SiLTES ARBEL 28 SE0HL 7IMAM| Sf= &is =
TRICNH AFHOJ= X2 K| RICIH PH-pi= ORIt 20 Rt

OAR A B2 SILIHS HFOH! Ol 245 VM oot Sl Bas ZOISRELEL AP | LIFK| #28 &
Of=TH ORfot EfRf2 22 2= OPRELIEL Z= Stz IS0 AR TR AR) S ELINOF2E
SLEE 50| Bi-teel| S0 ST 20i-t B SEUSNNR. SI-I2 e 20| A5 OR [ ARIE
7[R, 0| BES =0 5

=2 2Ry Lt Of 0] ChoH OO0 o 2XEHIEE

Introduction

Today we are going to look at two mountains. Now you might think that this is cheating. All the
other sermons have focused on just one peak. Why now include two? Well as we shall discover in
today's passage the two are interlocked in our story. This means that I cannot really speak of one
without mentioning the other. As we shall see in a moment they are neighbouring mountains so it
therefore seems logical to think of them together.

Let's begin by locating them in Israel.

The two mountains can be found in central Israel approximately 70 km's north of Jerusalem. This
area is known as the central hill area. It was this region that in biblical times was known as Samaria.
The two peaks stand next to the ancient city of Shechem which today has been renamed as Nablus.

Mount Gerizim, known as Jabal at Tur in Arabic rises to a height of 881 metres above sea level. It
is particularly steep on the northern side. It is barren and rocky on the top but the lower levels have
a fair amount of green shrubbery. This greenery come about because there is a fresh water spring
about halfway down the mountainside.

Mount Ebal, Jabal Ibal in Arabic located just across the valley is the taller of the two peaks.
It rises to a height of 935 metres above sea level. This makes it approximately 54 metres taller than
Gerizim.

Mount Gerizim holds significant historical and religious importance for both the Samaritan and
Jewish communities. For the Samaritans Mount Gerizim was (is) considered to be the holiest place
on Earth. It is the equivalent of Jerusalem for the Jews, Mecca for Muslims and Gunpo for Koreans.
I have to confess that I was surprised to discover that there are still people today who identify as
Samaritans. According to Wikipedia there are around 900 Samaritans still practising their faith
today. Many of these live in the vicinity of Mount Gerizim.

In fact they still hold an annual Passover ritual on the top of the mountain. Their observance
includes a public sacrifice of sheep or goats. They have maintained this tradition for over 3,600
years.
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So why do the Samaritans consider this rather nondescript mountain to be so significant? Well, here
are their claims regarding Mount Gerizim. Please note that these are their claims. Most of these
cannot be supported by scripture.

» The mountain was God's choice as the site for the holy temple. Not Jerusalem.

» The mountain is the oldest and most central mountain in the world. This means that after the
global flood it provided a safe place for Noah to disembark. Not Ararat.

» The mountain was the place where Abraham almost sacrificed Isaac. Not Moriah.

P It was also where Abraham met Melchizedek and where Jacob built an altar and dug a well. This
one may be true (see Genesis 33:18-19)

So given this list you can see why they consider this mountain to be sacred and special. Let us turn
next to look at the biblical significance of these two mountains.
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Mount Gerezim is mentioned on four occasions, and Mount Ebal is mentioned eight times in the
Old Testament. Neither mountain is mentioned by name in the New Testament.

Mounts Gerizim and Ebal were to be the sites for a ceremony of blessings and cursings ordained by
God. We will look in some detail at this story shortly.

Mount Gerizim also served as the stage of a pivotal event during the period of the judges. Gideon’s
son Abimelech convinced the people of Shechem to make him king by conspiring with his mother’s
relatives there. He had his half-brothers, the 70 sons of Gideon, slaughtered. Only Jotham survived.
It was from the top of Mount Gerizim that he delivered his “Fable of the Bramble King.” It is a
story damning Abimelech and cursing the townspeople (Judges 9:5-20). His words had no
immediate impact, but within three years Abimelech lost favour with his supporters in Shechem.
Eventually, he was killed while fighting against them when a woman dropped a millstone from a
tower, crushing his skull (Judges 9:22-57).

The New Testament does not mention either mountain by name. But Mount Gerizim does figure in
the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman (John 4:20-23).

Whilst passing through Samaria the Lord Jesus sat down at Jacob's well near the city of Sychar.
Whilst He was sitting there a Samaritan woman comes to draw water. The two have an interesting
conversation. At one point she tells Him about a place considered to be the most holy by the
Samaritans.

19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped
on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to
worship.” (John 4:19-20)

“This mountain” that she mentions here is Mount Gerizim. A sacred Samaritan site for centuries. On
this mountain the Samaritans had built a lavish temple intended to rival the Jewish temple in
Jerusalem.

So now, with this background in place allow me to set the scene for today's account.
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Today's account is taken from the Book of Deuteronomy. The title of this book in the Hebrew Bible
are its first two words, 'elleh haddebarim.” They translate into English as "these are the words."
perhaps not the most exciting of titles. The English title comes from a Latinized form of the title
given the book in the Septuagint (Greek) translation. "Deuteronomy" means "second law" in Greek.

The scope of history covered in Deuteronomy is very brief. The events it details occur over
approximately one month. All the things recorded in this book took place on the plains of Moab just
before Israel's entrance into Canaan (the promised land). It was an important period of transition for
God's people. Moses, due to his disobedience would not be the one to lead them into Canaan. That
task will fall to Joshua. In fact Moses' death is imminent. So, in the short time he has left Moses is
reminding the people of God's laws and all the things they need to remember. We can think of the
book as being in a sense Moses’ prophetic farewell speech, or his last will and testament.

That brings us neatly to today's chapter, Deuteronomy 27. The chapter begins with Moses
reminding the people of the importance of recording and then keeping God's commandment. Once
they had crossed the Jordan and entered the promised land they were to immediately follow his set
of instructions.

First, they were to write the commandments onto large stones coated with plaster. These would
serve as perpetual reminders. These stones were to be set up on Mount Ebal (Deut 27:4). Second,
they were also to build an altar on the mountain and offer burnt offerings to the Lord. Finally, they
were to engage in an act (an exchange) of pronouncing curses and blessings from one mountain top
to another. This event will be the subject of this sermon. Let's dive into today's scripture.
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9 Then Moses and the priests, the Levites, spoke to all Israel, saying, “Take heed and listen, O
Israel: This day you have become the people of the LORD your God. 10 Therefore you shall
obey the voice of the LORD your God, and observe His commandments and His statutes which
I command you today.”

What we are seeing take place in chapter 27 is a covenant renewal. God's people, guided by Moses
are to go through the process or reaffirming their commitment to God. Their fathers had done this at
Mount Horeb (Exod. 19:8), now this new generation would do it at Mount Ebal. This was to be an
important moment in the life of the nation.

This was why Moses, backed up by the priestly class of Levites makes this important
announcement. The announcement is affirming that Israel at this time agree to be God's people.

Or to put it another way the people are agreeing that God will be their king and that they will follow
and obey Him as loyal subjects. In accepting these terms the contract or agreement between God
and the people is now effectively signed. They agree to God's terms. God's terms are simple
enough, at least in principle. Obey my commands and be blessed, disobey and be cursed.

Let us read on.
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11 And Moses commanded the people on the same day, saying, 12 “These shall stand on
Mount Gerizim to bless the people, when you have crossed over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin; 13 and these shall stand on Mount Ebal to curse:
Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.

When Israel came into the Promised Land they were, as we noted before to do three things. They
were to write God's commands on stones. They were then set up an altar of sacrifice upon Mount
Ebal. Following this they were to be divided into two groups. Six of the tribes, Simeon, Levi, Judah,
Issachar, Joseph and Benjamin were to cross the valley and climb to the top of Mount Gerizim. The
remaining six tribes Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan and Naphtali were to stay on Mount Ebal.



A gentle hike up bible mountains — 10. Gerizim / Ebal — Sermon Notes Page 9

What was to take place here was an open air “participation sermon.” Those on Mount Ebal were to
shout the curses that would come upon those who disobeyed God and went against His commands.
Those on Mount Gerizim would respond by shouting back the blessings that God would give to
those who faithfully followed and obeyed His commands. Apparently the geographic setting with
the valley between the two mountains makes this area a natural amphitheatre. Both groups could
clearly hear each other.

It was also a very fitting place for this event to take place. These mountains are centrally located.
These curses and blessings were not just confined to one region of the land. They were being
pronounced to the whole of Canaan. Secondly, the mountains themselves physically resembled a
blessing and a curse. Mount Gerizim had a natural spring source. Therefore it was covered in plants
and trees. It was a beautiful green mountain. A blessed mountain. Mount Ebal by contrast did not
have a natural water source and was rocky and barren. It was a cursed peak.

Let us read on and look at the curses that the people spoke.
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14 “And the Levites shall speak with a loud voice and say to all the men of Israel: 15 ‘Cursed
is the one who makes a carved or molded image, an abomination to the Lorp, the work of the
hands of the craftsman, and sets if up in secret.”*And all the people shall answer and say,
‘Amen!’

This would have been quite an event. Imagine the scene. Six tribes lined up on each mountain. The
Levites would loudly declare curses upon those who break the covenant, and the people were to
respond with an equally emphatic “Amen” to every declaration.

We sometimes forget what this word really means. We sometimes treat it as if it's just added to the
end of a prayer to indicate the end. The word “Amen” derives from the Hebrew word aman (ah-
mane). It signifies a conscious agreement with what has just been said. Literally, “So be it,” “May it
be s0,” or, “What is said is true.” So, it's a powerful word and not one to be said lightly.
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In this context it is more than just making a verbal agreement with what is being said. Here the
“Amen” goes beyond that.

In agreeing with what the Levites are saying the Israelites are not only affirming it as a statement of
truth, but confirming that they will not disobey the command and bring the curses upon themselves.

Let me say a few things about the curses in view here. When we think about the concept of cursing
we typically think about invoking harm or misfortune upon someone or something. Is someone has
been harmed or offended they curse the offender and hope something bad happens to them.
Biblically speaking the word “cursed” (arar in Hebrew pronounced aw-rar) signifies a severe and
solemn consequence from God. A consequence that derives from rebellion and disobedience. Let's
look at the first offence that will result in a curse.

The first of twelve curse mentioned is the curse of making an idol. The implication is of course that
after making it the idol will be used as an object of worship. Idolatry may simply be defined as
placing anyone or anything in God's rightful place. Tim Keller states in his book “Counterfeit
Gods,”

“An idol is “anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs your heart and
imagination more than God, and anything that you seek to give you what only God can give.”

It is highly appropriate that this is first on the list. From the beginning, God’s covenant with Israel
was based on exclusive worship of Him alone (Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 5:7).

You shall have no other gods before Me. (Ex 20:3)

The Israelites were not even to mention the names of false gods (Exodus 23:13). This was because
to do so would acknowledge their existence and give credence to their power and influence over the
people. So to make an idol is detestable, it is an abomination to the Lord. The most common form
of idolatry at this time was the fashioning of false gods from wood, stone or metal and imaging this
man-made objects to possess power. Such idols were often set up and worshipped in secret.

Today idols take a variety of forms. So remember. Anything that stands in God's rightful place is an
idol. God's people, then and now are to recognise how serious this offence is and not fall into the
trap of creating (worshipping) idols. Let us continue.
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16 ‘Cursed is the one who treats his father or his mother with contempt.’ “And all the people
shall say, ‘Amen!’

The next curse is centred upon a human relationship, child to parent. It deals with the honour and
respect that should be shown towards our parents. This is the 5% of the 10 commandments.

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the
LoRDp your God is giving you. (Exo 20:12)

They were not to dishonour or disrespect their parents. This was because in Israelite society the
family was recognised as being the foundation of the nation. In the West today we have rather
forgotten this vital reality. A strong united family is the building block for a successful nation. A
fractured family by contrast leads to a fractured nation.

God's chosen people knew this to be true. In fact, to curse one's parents in ancient Israel was a
capital offence (Ex 21:17; Lev 20:9). You could be killed for not keeping God's command. We'd
have far fewer rude and disrespectful children if such a law existed today.

I know that here in Korea, generally speaking parents and elders are properly honoured and
respected. This is as it should be. If however the Israelites disrespected their parents they could only
expect curses in return. Let us read on.
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17 ‘Cursed is the one who moves his neighbor’s landmark.’ “And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’ 18 ‘Cursed is the one who makes the blind to wander off the road.” “And all the
people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 19 ‘Cursed is the one who perverts the justice due the stranger, the
fatherless, and widow.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

I am grouping these three curses together because they all deal with how we should treat our
neighbours. As I hope we all appreciate our primary attention and concern in life is to be focused on
God. We are then to exhibit deep love and concern for our neighbours. Or more simply everyone we
encounter. So its God first, people second.

The first curse deals with theft (moving a landmark). In the ancient world people didn't in most
cases surround their property with fences or hedges. Instead, they placed boundary markers or
prominent stones at strategic points. These signalled where one persons property ended, and the
next persons property began. But if you were unscrupulous you could move the boundary marker
over thereby extending the piece of real estate you possessed. A few crafty centimetres each year
would soon result in you obtaining a larger piece of land. Someone who engages in this is a thief
and can expect God's curses. Although their neighbor may not have noticed God certainly did.

The second curse mentioned here focuses on callousness, cruelty or a failure to look out for others.

We all know that the disabled need special attention and care. Along with the young and old they
are the most vulnerable people in society. It would have been easy to abuse or cheat a blind person
(or other disabled individual) in the ancient world. This should not be the behaviour of God's
people. We are to love and care for others because they are made in God's image. Failure to do this
brings a divine curse.

The final curse deals with issues regarding the treatment of people under the law. Those who have
money or a knowledge of the law can use the legal system in a self-serving way. They can pervert
or twist it so that it benefits them. This is especially true when they are up against someone who is
disadvantaged in some way (a foreigner, an orphan or a widow). Such people may lack the
resources or the know-how to use the system in the most advantageous way. Sadly we still see this
happening today. Rich and powerful people often get away with things because they can manipulate
the system. But once again someone who desires to please God should not do this. God desires that
the law be fair and equal for all.
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20 ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his father’s wife, because he has uncovered his father’s
bed.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 21 ‘Cursed is the one who lies with any kind of
animal.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 22 ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his sister,
the daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother.” “And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’ 23 ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his mother-in-law.” “And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

Again I have grouped these four curses together because they are centred upon God's standards for
sexuality. Today, particularly in the West there is a great deal of confusion about sex. I'm afraid to
say that teachers and educators often give young people a great deal of damaging advice when it
comes to this issue.

Generally speaking the advice given to young people in the West today is that anything goes
providing consent is obtained. This is reinforced by what young people see modelled in social
media, on the internet and in entertainment.

Since God created us, and knows what is best for us especially when is comes to sexuality let's look
at what He has to say on the subject.

God's standard is beautifully simple. Not only is it simple, but it provides the healthiest and most
rewarding way for human beings to live. Are you ready? God tells us that sexual expression is only
to take place between one man and one woman who are married. That's it.

I recently read an interesting book by Josh McDowell called “The bare facts.” The book deals with
sexual issues (questions) in an honest and straightforward fashion. Josh McDowell is a Christian so
you won't be surprised to hear that he wholly endorses God's view on sex. But what was very
illuminating was his inclusion in the book of secular researchers in this area. Remember that they
are not approaching this subject with the bible as their base. But, amazingly they all concluded from
their research that God's plan REALLY is the best. Across every metric they tested God's idea of
human sexuality is superior. God's way means less disease, stronger families, less divorce and
happier people. Who would have thought it!
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When we apply God's standards we see that the perversions listed in verses 20 to 23 are bound to
bring a curse. Sleeping with your father's wife. This is probably not referring to incest. Clearly, it is
very wrong to have sex with your biological mother. But your “father's wife” here probably implies
that he has remarried and this women is your step-mother. It's equally wrong to sleep with her too.

The same hold true for having sex with siblings or with those who may have joined when a blended
family is created. These “new” brothers and sisters may not be biologically related but in this new
family dynamic it is still wrong to have sexual relations with them. As it also is to have relations
with your mother or father-in-law.

The other abhorrent act mentioned here concerns bestiality. I don't think I need to elaborate on this.
Any sexual act with an animal quite rightly brings God's curse upon the individual involved. No
matter how cute your dog, goat, sheep or cow is don't touch!
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24 ‘Cursed is the one who attacks his neighbor secretly.” “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’
25 “‘Cursed is the one who takes a bribe to slay an innocent person.’ “And all the people shall
say, ‘Amen!’

These next two curses deal again with our treatment of others. Here the focus is on a situation
where the normal recourse for resolving conflict has been exhausted. In verse 24, for whatever
reason someone is so incensed with their neighbour that they decide to attack them secretly. This
may be a physical attack of some kind. It may even extend as far as murder. Or it may refer to any
act or betrayal or deceit. For example at night you might sneak out and poison your neighbours
livestock. Such an act either one that is actually executed, or one that we just plan and think about
in our hearts will draw God's curse.

In verse 25 we are plainly talking about someone being bribed or incentivised to murder an innocent
person. Presumably this is seen as some kind of financial transaction between two people. We may
be talking about a judge, or a government official who is corrupt and accepts a bribe to condemn
someone. Alternatively a “hit-man” or assassin may be in view. You kill this person who I hate and
I'll pay you X amount of money. I don't think it's necessary for me to go into detail about why such
an act warrants God's curse. But just in case you want some scripture.

You shall not murder. (Ex 20:13)

Let us conclude our study today with verse 26.
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26 ‘Cursed is the one who does not confirm all the words of this law by observing them.” “And
all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ”

There used to be a chain of stores in the UK that sold pick and mix sweets. All the sweets, candies
and chocolates were in clear plastic containers. Using a small trowel or pincers you could select
exactly the ones you wanted, and ignore the ones that were not to your taste. Some people treat
God's laws in the same way as a pick and mix. You can follow the ones that you like and equally
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ignore the others.

But here in verse 26 we learn of the folly of adopting such an approach. A curse will fall upon
anyone who does not confirm and observe ALL the words of the law. Not some, not most or a few
but all. This includes not only the 12 specific things mentioned here but God's law in the fullest
sense. The verse concludes with the people vocally giving their agreement to all that has just been
said.

Now we know that the Old Testament law was a massive burden for God's people to carry. They
stumbled and fell under its weight numerous times. It's standards were so exacting that to fulfil the
law was an almost impossible task. But I want to draw you back to the hope that's given at the
beginning of this chapter. In verse 5 Moses told the people to build an altar once they had entered
the promise land. This was to be erected not on the mountain of blessing; Mount Gerizim but on the
mountain of cursing; Mount Ebal. What's the significance of this you may ask? Well, it reminds us
that God provides a covering and atonement for our curse of sin. It signifies that even in the place of
cursing God can remove sin and restore human beings once again to fellowship.

We know that covering comes through the person and work of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ.
He went to the cross bearing the burden of our curse upon His back. He died as our substitute. Now
because of what Christ achieved we do not have an Old Covenant relationship with God. We can
look forward to God's blessings because of our position in Jesus. We are now adopted sons and
daughters and can expect to be blessed by our Heavenly Father. That is not to say that there will not
be consequences for our wilful disobedience. We may even come under God's hand of correction.
But the true horror of the curse of sin has been removed from the life of the believer. When we
confess, repent and put our complete faith and trust for our salvation in Jesus Christ we are
promised an escape from eternal death. So if you have not already done so come to Christ and bask
in the blessings His sacrifice brings.
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Lessons to learn

I have drawn two lessons from today's teaching.

K= 230| 7IER0M & 7HK| WEs HUSHEE

1 There are no secrets with God

In movies and TV shows that involve gangsters, spies or secret agents where do they meet for their
clandestine discussions? They always meet in dark, discreet places. They do not want bright lights
to illuminate what they are doing. For obvious reasons they want to lurk in the dark shadows. That
is very much the attitude we have towards our life of sin. None of us wants to broadcast to the
world the sins we of which we are guilty. We want them to stay hidden in the dark.

You will have noted that most of the twelve curses we looked at today involved hidden or secret
sins. The kinds of sin not openly obvious to everyone around. Human beings may take every
precaution to ensure that their sins are not discovered. In fact people go to great lengths to keep
their wicked deeds secret. But no sin is ever hidden from the sight of God.

Nothing goes unseen by God. In the Book of Job we read.

21“For His eyes are on the ways of man,

And He sees all his steps.

22 There is no darkness nor shadow of death
Where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.
(Job 34:21-22)

So let us then put away any silly notions that we may have that we are “getting away” with our sins.
That because no one else knows that we are safe to continue. Let us then bring our sins out into the
light and openly confess them to our merciful God. He is just and merciful in forgiving us.

1 SLEH B 2iaLY}

HAE| AT HIZ 220| SESI= Fol TV TRTIE0IN ISS B2 CIS ) OfEIM BiiLpp St
Ol 285+ O DL} 1S 240 RIISO| SRALK= 242 K| 94, o] 0= T2k 20] 22
LI} 00| Bl S21o| ! 410 st EfRL I} 2] =75 Rilo] 2 Aol 22 AIK| Q4L it 1%
0] 0f= 20| &7 Q12 BRI}

2= FEPt iz EF 7| M| CHFE0| 748 2E0t Xk 2I390| RiELFt 3 MRS S/iEez =
oK B 20| SRR QR XRo| 2P ER-IX| == 2= KIS FRILIEE ARIS2 ARkle| oflis
HIZZ 5P| 2ol 24 OfS SLIEE SIKIZHOFH = SiLFER| =210 ZE 4= BiaLHH

S ] 28k 20| LI 8710 71281

21«JF2 AR TS Al J0| 2= RRESSE ZRISHL 22 OfS01H 582] 10| 812k E0i8 Wt
= XIE0| =8 X0| 1Bt (87134:21-22)

292 R2[0| XF Ok B “IpiP il Q= 022 0000 0k L F2I0| XS Off: 22L
kAR ZE X ofe 2R 0 QREHRE R21C| R A 7IRHIR 0O A= Si-EH 571
OF JHSIOF S} T2 S2UE AH|ZRAL P2 XS EMRLE



A gentle hike up bible mountains — 10. Gerizim / Ebal — Sermon Notes Page 18
2 Choose life

God's people were given a stark binary choice. Obey God's law and be blessed. Or disobey God's
law and be cursed. But as we all know strictly keeping a law is a challenge. Let me ask you a
question. Whilst driving do you always adhere to the speed limit? Or do you sometimes even
inadvertently exceed it. LAWBREAKER!

The very purpose of any law, God's included is to show or reveal to a person their sins. It is to act as
a boundary controlling behaviour. We need to have a law in order to know whether we've broken it
(done something wrong). If for example there were no speed limits on roads then they would be
very dangerous places, and we'd have no boundaries to control our behaviour.

When we put ourselves under the law and rely upon our own law-keeping to earn our salvation we
are doomed. We cannot obey because perfection is required and as a result we are cursed. However
God recognising this provided a solution to this problem. When we rely solely upon Jesus Christ for
our salvation we are safe. He perfectly kept the law which meant God's curses could not fall upon
Him. He was therefore able to bear our curses upon Himself.

So I offer you the same binary choice. Your own good works as measured by the law. A way
guaranteed to end in death. Or an acceptance of Christ who acted as your substitute. A way
guaranteed to end in life. Make the right choice. Choose life.
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